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How is Graphic design used to echo a response from society based on Climate, 
Geographical and Environmental issues towards a future of sustainability? 

 
 
 
 
 
In this research essay I will propose a practice-based project analysed through research surrounding 
three key words and three supporting designers that I think connect to each word. Logically 
decoding the visual information to attire a fully researched conclusion that I will define a question 
that will form an independent project later. Using my three words Design, Communication and 
Observation; I will study how the graphic design implies and replicates these definitions of my 
chosen words. Within my response in this essay, I will use my own knowledge with external research 
I will undertake and quote as a reference to what I am writing about. My focus of this research essay 
will be based around the theme of the planet, sustainability, climate change, extinction, the 
environment, and conservation of animals. Therefore, my research will be based around these key 
elements. Responding to these examples of graphic design I have chosen to investigate; I look at 
how its echoes a reaction from society towards a sustainable future. 
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Keyword: Design 

(Figure 1) 

   

   

Postcard Set Chester Zoo, Nicky Thompson, 2018/19 

 

 

Design as a definition is “An organization of or structure of formal elements in a work of art and 
composition.” (Dictionary.com, 2020) An example of design is the travel postcards of Chester Zoo 
primarily promotional based but echo an informative side to the artwork designed by Graphic 
designer and Illustrator Nicky Thompson. These set of prints were designed for the promotion of 
Chester Zoo and their vital role in accommodated species of endangered animals. The 
posters/postcards composed with a large striking image designed with a contemporary touch and 
influenced style design of 1930’s travel posters of that era/time. The vintage style is just one 
component that reflected the zoos promotional aspect of trying to get people of the public to travel 
and support their animals. The posters include a wide range of different creatures see in the 
example above figures 1-6 from left to right.  

The posters are a summary of the zoo and a reflection to promote what has been proposed 
perceiving the posters. The prints show a designed of what Chester Zoo stand for to prevent 
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extinction of these animals highlighted through the various prints. How they require our support, 
and we are noticing a change in geographical elements like, light, weather, oceans, life, and humans. 
And finally, to act form that perceived ideas and take responsibility for the planet’s future and its 
beautiful animals that live alongside us.  

The design uses a simple graphic within a vintage side to the style they have contained. The 
illustrative style and use of simple composition working with shapes and colour create a voice for the 
animals; that is able to connect to all ages as a benefit for the audience they are targeting. I think 
that the 1930’s travel style for the postcard is a nice subtle way to get people to think about 
traveling to the zoo as visits. The designed acts as a hidden metaphor to the zoos desire. The design 
of each of the prints all follow a structure of formal elements, the illustration then underneath we 
have the typographic elements. The type “CHESTER ZOO” is organized is referral to the boards which 
surround the framed print, connecting the picture to the place. This indicated the action they what 
the person receiving this to visit the zoo. The print uses type for its imperatives added instructions 
“Visit”; simple to the decoding of the colours in the design also used for the very bottom of the 
prints with a web address of the zoo and when its open to the public. But the key part of this design 
it’s the visuals when are very bold and the text written in red “Over 27,000 Animals” exaggerating 
the purpose or intention of the zoo which is to get people to visit these animals and support them. 

I would say that the graphic design will generate a response from society based on the 
environmental impact they will be in control of and how it will achieve a future of sustainability for 
all animal welfare of zoos and the planet.  
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Keyword: Communication 

(Figure 2) 

 

 

(Figure 3) 

 

Prints that Protect, 2020 

 

Communication is the act of imparting or interchange of thoughts, opinions, or information. 
(Dictionary.com, 2020)  Communication is one of the main aims we inhabit through design, as 
graphic designers a message is instantly perceived through the design we create. The example of 
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effective communication of design is “Under the Skin” of Endangered Animals. “An interactive 
limited-edition screen print series raising awareness of the world’s most endangered and vulnerable 
animals.” (Undertheskin, 2020) This can be processed through different means like text or signs. In 
terms of design if the information is transmitted through that design document then the designer is 
successful.  In these prints when the UV light is shown on the print it reviles the animal’s skeleton is 
shown representing the intended communication of destruction as a fear that we interpretative for 
the planet’s future. Sir David Attenborough states “It’s surely our responsibility to do everything 
within our power to create a planet that provides a home not just for us but for all life on Earth.” 
(Planet Earth 2 Finale, 2016). 

The campaigns unfold to make us as humans more aware of our actions and their consequences; 
that they may have on the natural balance of the planet. Rose Dutton a wildlife photographer and 
filmmaker has written about the idea of “Currently there are more than 112,400 species on The 
IUCH Red List to date, with more than 30,000 species threatened with extinction.” (Undertheskin, 
Rose Dutton, 2020) 

Expressing that through the concept of quite simple illustration yet effective in communication. 
Innovating a visual sign through the screen print’s ability to be seen in UV light as an x-ray like vison; 
deepens the thought and emotion we feel for these endangered species. Acting as a message that is 
instantly perceived through the print we read. Evidently, the screen prints use Semiotics, which 
decrypt a dominant perspective of both ecological and environmental issues. Raising awareness of 
the world’s most endangered creatures. The study of signs and symbols that communicates an 
idea/action. Constructed with meaning that signifies changes in various contexts because of what we 
interpretate, the reliance is handed to us as a target audience. “Semiotics is in principle the 
discipline studying everything which can be used in order to lie.” (Umberto, 2011, p.7) Although, the 
work is created through an opinion it has a positive perspective to help an improved situation of 
extinction of endangered animals in the world. The underlying message which is conveyed through 
the x-ray vision Skelton is a metaphor that signifies changes of action and emotions.  

Each limited-edition print focuses on communication to protect that animals from extinction.  It 
impacts because of its graphic design. Meaning is underlined and transmitted through the 
illustration, “Without indulging in self-importance or making inflated claims, it is crucial to 
remember that graphic design is a social activity- by its very nature it affects lot of people and with 
this comes responsivity.” (Roberts, L 2006:130). The hopeful response would be that the audience 
would act upon this and support to protect endangered animals and species form the threat of 
extinction. This can be supported by purchasing a screen print, which is a simple act, but the 
engagement has a huge impact. The screen print’s purpose to prevent extinction and educate 
audiences creates the art of possibility “If we all did the things, we are capable of, we would literally 
astound ourselves.” (Thomas A.Edison). This quote suggests that if we all acted to support a cause 
like then we could potentially leave an impact enough to combat or decrease extinction of 
endangered animals. The message we receive from communication is the act of imparting or 
interchange of thoughts; this has the influential power to create a change mindset or action that 
makes design a changemaker these screen-prints are just one of many examples.  

I would say that the screen prints have caused as a response through society communication based 
on the environmental impact, they will be in control of preventing extinction and how it will achieve 
a future for all animal welfare of zoos and the planet.  
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Keyword: Observation 

(Figure 4) 

 

(Figure 5/6) 

 

 

(WALL-E, 2008) 
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Observation is the act or instance of noticing or perceiving. (Dictionary, 2020)) An example of 
observation within design that is deemed to create an idea of the future and society itself, the film 
“WALL-E” (Pixar, 2008). In the very first minutes of this animation, it communicates to us what 
maybe the future could look like for society from how we live our lives. The remains on Earth are 
robotic technology, a robot. We notice from the very beginning of the film; that there are indications 
of the role of the robots (Wall-e). Which is to take care of the waste problem that has covered the 
Earth because of human actions. Issuing a reality of reasonability as a key observation watching the 
film. I think that this is the key point of the design to be interpretated as a sign to import change 
upon society based on the sustainability in the planet. Acting on this observation would be its 
purpose as a design.   

The film itself has a simple structure and tells a story. WALL-E is the last robot with a designed 
purpose to “programmed to clean up the planet” (Pixar, 2008).  Focusing on the idea that earth is 
not safe for life until the waste and pollution has been cleaned and moved by the robots. The 
humans are living in space upon a “ship which houses thousands of displaced humans” (Pixar, 2008). 
The verb “displaced” meaning that in space is not where humans should be reflecting the purpose of 
the film to reinforce the idea to care and protect the planet. However, a very small detection of life 
being the plant seedling acts as a hope for the planet future. From the observation we notice it 
quickly becomes a mission of emergency to rescue and safe the planet with this one seedling. The 
observation that one small act can have a large influence to change mindsets about idea like, climate 
change, global warming, pollution, environmental issues ect. The story line is there to be acted upon 
by what we are perceiving through a visual sign or deign. In this case would be the films metaphor to 
save the planets future. “A new course for humanity” (Pixar, 2008), and an observation for the 
present society and future that will inherit the Earth.  

“Mindful Consumption is premised on a consumer mindset of caring for self, for community and for 
nature, that translates behaviourally into tempering the self-defeating excesses associated with 
acquisitive, repetitive and aspirational consumption.” (Seth, Sethia and Srinivas, 2011) This quote 
suggest that we need to be mindful as consumers and what waste pollution we create, something 
that can be controlled. We need to be the ones who control our pollution problem and not the 
opposite where it’s taken over and the pollution controls us which is an example of a reality through 
the film makers composing this film. Overall, we observe a metaphor that communicates an idea; 
constructed with meaning that signifies changes in the contexts being what we interpretate of the 
planet’s future.  
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(Figure 7) 

 

(WALL-E Earth, 2008) 

 

I would say that the film makers have created an emotive observation as a response from society 
based on the environmental impact, they will be in control of the planet future and how the reliance 
is given to us as target audience to take responsibility.  

 

 

From contextualising my essay it has concluded a question that I will research and write about next 
year. In my essay I have explored the ideas of three key words: Design, Communication and 
Observation and their vary defintion. In addition, choosing three key designers and analysically 
interpretating the deisgns from a graphic deisgn and visual method. Th first being a set of illustarted 
vintage postcard deisgner of Chester Zoo, second the company and their design work “Under the 
Skin” screen prints and their purpose to communicate a message. And finally, studing the film 
“WALL-E” and what its trying to emilate to the audinece. Through comparing the ideas drawn from 
each souce a recurring theme appeard, the concept that graphic deisgn creates and impact that can 
empower change. The influnce of design and how it commuincates to create a reponse from society 
to work towards a more sustainable future of ideas suhc as: the Planet, Sustability, Pollution, Climate 
Change, Conservation, Enviroment and how that all collates to the future for humanity to act now 
and question. Deisgn can gain an emotive observation as a response from society, how the reliance 
is given to us, we are in control of the planet.  

 

 

Proposed question for Independent Project - How is Graphic design used to echo a response from 
society based on Climate, Geographical and Environmental issues towards a future of sustainability? 

 
Proposed practice-based project - A Perfect Planet through Graphic design. 

This proposed researched question and proposed practice-based project will form the starting point 
and focus for your module INDEPENDENT PROJECT – The BIG IDEA, in Year Three. 
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