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Pedagogy in practise
Introduction
For my professional teaching practise, I went to a small primary with about one hundred and twenty learners. The school is a church school and has a lovely small community. The phase I first went into was Key Stage 2, with years two, three and four. My class had the highest ability year twos, all of year three and lowest ability year fours. The class itself was quite challenging. I was very nervous going into this class as I knew it was Foundation Phase mixed with Key Stage 2 and I had never been in a mixed phase class before.

Main Body
The first target I put in place for myself was to get to know the children, I did this by creating a classroom plan, by sitting with each group and by listening to readers one to one. I feel I achieved this target on my first week as I had built trusting relationships with the learners. To reflect on my first couple of weeks I made note of some of the opportunities I had. My first opportunity was that every Tuesday I had to take my class swimming, I found this very beneficial as I had to think outside the box and it was a step outside my comfort zone. Over the weeks I set myself new targets to achieve. My targets included teaching a group activity swimming with a teacher/ on my own and finally teaching a whole class swimming, I managed to achieve all these targets by my third week as I was able to teach a whole group independently in the swimming pool. The aspects of this experience that went well were that I had a chance to teach something I had never taught before, I learnt a lot from it and it went very well. The areas I could improve on were mainly my voice, I had to speak a lot louder and the children couldn’t hear me very well as it is a lot harder to hear in the leisure centre than in a classroom. My next reflection was working in a group, I worked with a group every day for my second week. The elements of this experience that went well were at the end of each lesson I got my group to self asses so I could see if they understood the task, this really helped me when marking their work as I could see exactly what part of the task they got and what they didn’t, it also helped me to plan the task the next day as I knew what the children help with. The elements of the experience I could improve on were making sure each child got enough help if needed, my group had a few challenging individuals in, so I couldn’t work with everyone as much as I would have liked to.


The QTS target which I mainly focused on was S3.3.11 which is “They can take responsibility for teaching a class over a sustained and substantial period they can teach across the age and ability range for which they are trained.” I set myself this target on my first week a I never height I would grow the confidence to teach a whole class on my first year. I addressed this target by observing for the first week, I watched how the class teacher taught across the ability of the different years and how she managed time in all her lessons. The second week I planned group work and had the opportunity to work in each different ability group; coch, glas, meyln and gwerdd. This really benefitted me as I realised that children in the same years had very different abilities and were much more capable than others in the class. I started off by working in the lowest ability group and built my way up. When I got to the top group I found It very different teaching them as I could set more challenging tasks and push them a little bit beyond their ability. I started planning lessons for all the different ability groups. I planned numeracy lessons teaching coordinates and literacy lessons to write a letter. I enjoyed working in the groups with children as I felt confident planning group tasks and leading them. The week after I started planning for class introductions and plenaries. I planned an introduction for Co-ordinates in numeracy, I was very nervous when doing this introduction and my teacher observed me. The feedback I received was all very good with my subject knowledge and teaching skills, the only element I lacked was confidence, my teacher told me I needed to speak louder, taking onboard what she said I practised speaking louder and clearer for my next lesson as I wanted to overcome this target. For my next lesson I had to plan the introduction, main activity and the plenary I did my lesson on The Aztecs for history. I didn’t have a lot of knowledge on the Aztecs so had to do my research before preparing my lesson S2.1 [1] For my introduction I spoke in front of the class loudly and clearly and took my time, I felt much more confident than the day before. I planned the main task for each group, the lowest ability group had to create a new design for the Aztec flag, the middle group had to create a fact file and the top group had to create a poem about the Aztecs. It was challenging doing my lesson plans as I had to include skills from Foundation Phase and KS2, but it included a lot of differentiation. The skills I chose to include were; Learners develop their skills of oracy, reading and writing and wider communication skills through using aural and written sources and communicating ideas, opinions, arguments and conclusions [1]I also had to include some skills from the foundation phase framework because of the year twos. I wanted to include ICT skills. Children’s ICT skills, knowledge and understanding should be developed through a range of experiences that involve them finding and developing information and ideas [2]. All groups did very well in completing the task and each task seemed to suit the ability. My time management needed to be improved as I did not have time to do my plenary. My next lesson was science a whole class again for two hours, I thought I would struggle with this for timing. I did my lesson on magnets and magnetic fields. I wanted to do something practical as I wanted all children to enjoy, but doing a class experiment I knew that some groups would be capable of what other groups wouldn’t. I gave the two LSA’s a lesson plan and they both sat with one group. I feel this lesson went very well, the timing of this lesson planned out perfectly as it was a two-hour long lesson, I felt myself taking my time when speaking for my introduction, the main task wasn’t rushed and the plenary went well, at the end I had five minutes spare so I asked the children what they had learnt today by using lolly sticks. Overall and the children all really enjoyed it. I felt that I was achieving some of the QTS standard S3.3.11[3]and S3.3.7 because the whole class engaged, this really boosted my confidence as I knew I had planned this lesson and provided the resources all by myself and links into QTS standard S3.1.3 [1]. The behaviour of the class throughout my lesson was very good, apart from one individual who disrupted the rest of the children every change she got., I ended up moving this individual down on the behaviour chart, this is a behaviour strategy my teacher uses. I praised all the other children who were working very hard and handed them house points if they finished their work. I did this due to the behaviourism learning theory [4]. For my next lesson I wanted to look for different behaviour management strategies, so I could try new strategies out. That night I googled lots of different behaviour management strategies which I thought would work best for my class and this individual. I found a strategy which was a clapping strategy so when I clap the children copy the tune and repeat, [5] I made note on my lesson plan to apply this to my next lesson. My next lesson I tried to link in managing my time effectively. My lesson was music, it was an hour long and it was on Comic Relief. My teacher had planning this day, so I was left to teach the class on my own with one LSA. I feel this hugely benefited me as I was much more confident. I tried to cover behaviour management when I had this lesson, just to put my behaviour management strategy into practise [6]. The outcome of this lesson was excellent all the children really enjoyed, I managed to bring ICT into one of my lessons S3.3.10 [1], it really boosted my confidence in front of the class and my behaviour strategies really helped control the lesson. My target for next time was to set up the iPads for children before the lesson as some of them struggled to get onto YouTube, I made an action plan on this target and will put it into use next time.

My main target for the future is to set homework on my lessons as I think it would be a good way to ensure children fully understand and I can see what they are capable of when they work independently at home. S3.3.12 [1]
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My arc on swimming
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My display board on the Aztecs
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My KS2 lesson plan on science on Magnets
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Introduction
My introduction will be explaining to children how
magnets through a Power Point | have created, how they | What does a magnet do?

are made how they work etc.. | will show them a short What types of magnets are
video clip to help them understand further. | will introduce | there?
the north and south poles of magnets. | will show them How do we use magnets in

15 mins. | different types of magnets and how a magnet can be used | everyday lfe?
in daily life? | will then explain the task, learning objective
and success criteria.
Main activities
For the main activity, we are going to do a class What equipment will we use?
investigation using magnetic field with iron filling, | will put | What do you think will happen?
paper over the magnet then sprinkle filling into paper into
2 magnetic field. Before | do this, | will ask the children to

1 hour

predict what is going to happen. We will then as a class
write up a method of what we need to do. They will carry
out the investigation themselves in their groups. They
must then draw a diagram of the experiment and explain
what happened. (if finished they can look around the class
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