Examine the concept of ‘policing by consent’, why is it important and how does it impact society? Consider the impact of past historical incidents and their role in shaping the idea of ‘policing by consent’.

Policing by consent can be defined as one of the fundamental principles underpinning UK society regarding the law. It is the concept and belief that instead of the authority of the police being driven by the government and whichever cabinet ministers are leading parliament at the time, instead it is the cooperation and consent of the public that has authority over the police (Watts, 2023). Within this essay the concept of ‘policing by consent’ will be examined and broken down, and how the impact of past historical incidents, such as the Brixton riots and 2011 riots in England have shaped the idea of ‘policing by consent’.
Policing by consent can be broken down into 9 different points via the Peelian Principles (Law Enforcement Action Partnership, 2023). These were established in 1829 within the Metroplitan police by Sir Robert Peel who has become known as the “father of modern policing”. These principles, also known as the ‘general instructions’, guide the police on how to truly be a useful aspect in the public’s lives, and serve the law in a way that benefits everyone (Law Enforcement Action Partnership, 2023). These nine principles show how the concept of policing by consent is important and how it impacts society and they have shaped the idea of policing by consent as defined by UK Government (2012). 
The first principle is that it is the role of the police to prevent crime and disorder as an alternative to its repression through military/ aggressive force and severe legal punishment. One historical example where this principle can be seen being put into effect would be the Brixton riots that took place on the 10th April in 1981 (Brentton, 2019). The Brixton riots are known as one of the first large scale racial confrontations between the UK police force and the black youths of that time. Is said that the riots were sparked when two police officers were assisting a injured black man when some of the black residents of the area misinterpreted the situation and thought that the police officers were the ones causing the injuries, and so they began to throw objects at the police officers as the police officers called for reinforcements, which was the start of a 3 day riot within Brixton which resulted in 28 buildings being burnt, 45 citizens and 279 police officers being injured (Reed,1982). It was then later stated within Lord Scarman's report (Scarman,1981) that the riot seemed not to be planned but a spontaneous outburst of anger after undergoing much racism from the police force over the previous years, and that the Brixton police escalated the problem, as instead of de-escalating the problem they called for more reinforcements to patrol the area preventing rioters from escaping as they had 84 police officers patrolling 24/7(Brenton, 2019). This one historical incident shows how important policing by consent is as within the past as the police knowingly ignored these principles due to their own biases as they could not even uphold the first principle being that police must prevent crime and disorder as an alternative to sever legal punishment and aggressive force in which they instigated the crime and disorder. Now the police have made well needed changes towards catering to the needs of the community, mainly because of incidents like this that bring light to the failings of the police and forces the police all over the UK to learn from these mistakes and make sure that they do not happen again.
Another Peelian Principle that the police within this historical incident fail to use is the 6th Principle which is that ‘Police use physical force to the extent necessary to secure observance of the law or to restore order only when the exercise of persuasion, advice and warning is found to be insufficient’ (College of Policing, 2014). This principle shows that it should have been in the police’s best interests to exercise persuasion or warning towards the rioters however this was not the case as only sometime prior to the Brixton riots within what is known as Operation Swamp. This operation was led by 150 plain clothes officers over the span of 10 days before the Brixton riots took place, where 1000 unlawful and violent stop and searches were made on mainly the minorities within the Brixton community, which mainly consisted of Black citizens, in which 150 arrests were made (Jefferson, 2019). This shows that instead of using the powers of persuasion and warning the police went straight into action and violence, which shows how the idea of Policing by consent was not very well regarded in the past by many police officers.
The second Peelian principle as defined by the UK Government (2012), is that the police must recognize that the power of the police is dependent on the approval of the public for the police’s very existence. What this means is that everything that the police do within all communities must have the approval of the public, otherwise there is no point for the existence of the police in the first place. The principle seems to sometimes go unnoticed by the police, as in the past they have failed to adhere to this principle and have sometimes gone directly against the public interest, which can be seen within a very recent historical event that started in March of 2020 during the coronavirus pandemic. During this time whilst the coronavirus was still in full effect, government officials struggled to keep up with the rate of the pandemic and so the government would release new coronavirus regulations before putting them through a democratic process or approval from public health officials or acts (Grogan,2022). Within these regulations the police were given new powers which included the ability to detain anyone including children, forcibly take biological samples, give out penalties for those that have breached regulations and the ability to label protests and demonstrations by the public as criminal activities (De Carmago, 2023) These new powers enforced by the police began to create discord between the public and the government and police as these decisions for new powers were not discussed probably within the government and were not discussed at all with the public, and so during the time of quarantine the public felt more like prisoners, with the police having the power to detain someone just for being in a public place. This shows that the police again failed to uphold one of the Peelian principles as the second principle clearly states that the power of the police is dependent on the approval of the public, whilst during this time the police did not get the approval of the public or even discuss the matter at all with the communities. This event shows how much of an impact the matter of policing by consent has on the UK, as without it a power imbalance forms were in this case the public were at the mercy of the police and their new powers. However, these powers were not permanent and have now been dissolved within the UK after the pandemic (UK Government, 2019). This indicates that the police have realized and the role of policing by consent has become more solidified after the altercations within the pandemic and has shaped the idea of policing by consent, especially during a national crisis.
There are many different ways in which the police have failed to achieve the true meaning of Policing by Consent and it can be seen time and time again within the history of the UK. Another time in which this can be seen is within the tragic bombing of Manchester stadium bombings that took place in May 2017. On the 22nd of May a man named Salman Abedi detonated a handmade detonation device within Manchester Arena which resulted the deaths of 22 civilians and the attacker themselves. This event has been declared the deadliest attack on UK soil since the London bombings of 2005 (Craig , 2018). During this incident there were many faults caused by the way police conducted themselves during this time of the public's need and were very unorganized during this tragedy which no only went against the Policing principles of policing by consent but it also made the public lose faith and trust within the police force which again means that police will no longer have the publics full support which is a viatl component to policing by consent . One way the police failed the public during this incident was how they first categorized the attack. The police inspector in initial command of the Manchester Arena attack response had become overwhelmed and overburdened with what was happening and led to a direct impact of the ineffectiveness of the response causing the attack not to be reported as a major incident until two and a half hours after the attack took place (Stanely,2022). This information shows how the police failed the public in taking too long to identify the bombings as a major incident which meant that all other national services like the fire service or ambulance ere not aware of how what was truly happening and could therefore could not respond correctly as a result of the responding police officers inability to identify what was going on. This shows the impact that the police can have on public incidents and how they do not preform correctly there is a high chance they will fail the expectations of the public, altogether failing the concept of policing by consent as they have failed to be a useful aspect of the UK public and failed to serve the law in a way that benefits everyone. This incident has also had an impact on in shaping the role and idea of ‘policing by consent’ as an inquiry has been done after the Manchester Arena attack and in this inquiry 140 measures were given to improve emergency response and measures when it comes to any incidents in the future which shows how the UK police are always improving and finding ways in how they can tackle the concept of ‘policing by consent’ (Gates,2022).	Comment by Claire Edwards: I think the point here is that if the public lose faith and trust in the police, the police will no longer have the support of the public which is vital for policing by consent. So it isn't that the police failed to 'police by consent' during the Manchester arena attack. It is the fact that they messed up their procedures, which potentially could damage public support which will affect their ability to police by consent in the future
In conclusion, after examining the concept of policing by consent within the UK and how it has been impacted and changed over the years, I can say that this concept is a very important part of the UK society as almost all the events that have been covered within this essay like the Brixton riots have been caused due to the inability to follow the principles of policing by consent which shows that in is a key part of society and that all of the events covered have helped to improve how the police tackle policing by consent in the future and how they can be a more useful asset to the public and these events have also molded the idea of Policing by consent as a whole within society.
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