



Introduction

This body of work is a reflection essay on a curriculum design proposal for the Professional Graduate Certificate in Education course at University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD). Throughout this essay I am going to use the Gibbs reflective cycle. I have used this before, and I find it the most useful strategy for reflection.

1. Description 

For module ECPT6007 (The Teaching Toolkit 2) we were assigned the task to produce a curriculum proposal. This was a 4000-word proposal which had to clearly identify a gap in the existing curricula. After a discussion with my tutor, I decided to write a curriculum proposal based on Queer Theory within Art & Design. Following on from this we had to peer review 3 curriculums and provide these students with constructive feedback. Lastly, we have been tasked with writing a reflection essay based on the feedback we have received from our peers. We also must reflect on what professional learning we have gained from designing a curriculum proposal. 

2. Feeling

I found it difficult deciding what topic I wanted to focus on for this module. I was torn between either developing a Critical Writing in Art and Design module or Queer Theory in Art and Design module. In my opinion, both modules represent a ‘need’ within Art education. 

I was feeling quite apprehensive about choosing to develop the Queer Theory module as being queer is a very important part of my identity. It worried me that others might not have seen this as important as I do. Due to recent homophobic attacks against my public illustration work, I was concerned about getting judged which made me feel rather anxious. 

After having a tutorial with my tutor, I felt confident in choosing to focus on developing Queer Theory into a curriculum proposal. I’m glad that I decided on this curriculum as it’s something that I strongly believe in. I was feeling quite positive after submitting my curriculum proposal. I felt as though there were areas that I could have improved on but overall, I was happy with what I had submitted.

I found the process of peer reviewing other curriculums quite enjoyable. It was helpful to see how others had designed their curriculums and what was important to them. I felt content with the feedback that I received from my peers. It made sense to me where I needed to improve. Most of the feedback was positive and constructive and there were not any negative comments towards the curriculum topic itself. However, there were some comments about aims and feedback that left me feeling confused. 

3. Evaluation
I believe that I had a strong proposal topic, and I created a strong case for the need of Queer Theory within Art education. This aligns with ‘The subject material’ Professional Standards (UKPSF, 2011). I evidenced my rationale with literature and statistics to support my reasoning. This was also mentioned by peers in their feedback which was extremely positive. I consider that I used the Professional Standards efficiently. I included them within proposal and briefly mentioned how they would be achieved through out the module. I also included them within each lesson plan. However, there was one comment from a student that states I should have used this professional standard attribute ‘understanding the importance of the Welsh culture and language as a bilingual nation’. This made me confused as I have referenced the UKPFS (2011). They did not specify the standards that they were referring to which would have been beneficial. 

I received positive comments on the structure of the curriculum, assessment strategies used and how they would be implemented. One stated that my lesson plans were well designed which aligns with ‘Design and plan learning activities and/or programmes of study’ Professional Standards (UKPSF, 2011). The scheme of work within my curriculum lacked detail which was mentioned by my peers. They suggested that I could have included individual learning aims and outcomes and more opportunities for discussion. Further to this, I failed to include the Wellbeing of Future Generations Wales Act (2015) (WFGWA), which was mentioned by all 3 students in their feedback comments. There were also comments stating that it would have been valuable to know who the educators were and the expertise that they have. 

One student mentioned that I should have created opportunity to receive feedback from the students to improve the curriculum. However, in Development Opportunities and Considerations section of the curriculum, I stated that there would be a module feedback questionnaire on Moodle for the students. This aligns with ‘Methods for evaluating the effectiveness of teaching’ Professional Standards (UKPSF, 2011). Reece and Walker (2007) state that it is the educators’ duties to review the curriculum periodically. This can be in the form of reviewing your teaching, what and how the students have learned. The results of changes can aid in curriculum development.

4. Analysis 

At the time of creating the curriculum proposal, I thought that the scheme of work was adequate. However, after receiving feedback from peers, I can see how valuable it would be to include individual aims and outcomes for each session. The aims and outcomes state what is meant to be learned for the session and will therefore determine the appropriate teaching strategies and assessment methods (Reece and Walker, 2007). This aligns with ‘Appropriate methods for teaching, learning and assessing in the subject area and at the level of the academic programme’ Professional Standards (UKPSF, 2011). If I had included more detail into the scheme of work, I would have reached the word count and created a more full-bodied proposal. More detail would have also provided a clear demonstration on how learning is facilitated within each session. (Gregson, 2020)

When I read the peer feedback, they all mentioned that I hadn’t included the WFGWA (2015). I was disappointed in myself that I had made the mistake in forgetting to include this act as UWTSD polices align with it. It was a careless mistake, and it was not intentionally missed out. As Gregson (2020) states, schemes of work need to be developed alongside policies of the institute. They aid in defining the reasons of teaching sessions and student progress.

Even though I didn’t include the WFGWA (2015), I did include the professional standards to the best of my ability. I wanted to show how the curriculum would align in different ways to the UKPSF (2011), to emphasise my understanding and knowledge regarding these standards. As Race, et al (2007) states, Universities are subject to scrutiny by different external bodies for quality purposes. To ensure that curriculums, programmes of study and teaching sessions are providing appropriate education, teachers can align their evidence with the professional standards.

I agree with the comments on including who the educators are. Again, this was a careless mistake. The teachers are vital in contributing to a thriving education experience for the students. They bring the curriculum into existence with their enthusiasm, creativity, and subject knowledge (Gregson, 2020).

I was pleased with the positive comments received on the overall structure of the curriculum and my lesson plans. Throughout this course I have listened and acted upon feedback from my tutor regarding lesson plans. The result of being a well-prepared teacher helps us to understand what we would like our students to achieve. Lesson plans provide structure and allows for flexibility with the sessions. This helps to improve confidence which is what I have experienced (Gregson, 2020).

Overall, the feedback received from my peers has been positive and they have given me good indicators on where I need to improve my teaching practice. Peer feedback has provided me with a deeper level of reflection and further institutional contexts (Bolton and Delderfield, 2018).

5. Conclusion 

By reflecting on what my peers have said in their feedback, there are three main factors that should have been included within my curriculum proposal. These are the WFGWA (2015), a more detailed scheme of work and information on who the educators would be.  

Overall, I’m proud that I was able to work through my anxieties about my curriculum topic. It has provided me with confidence going forward. I have learned that I can write a good curriculum proposal with an appropriate structure. My knowledge has improved from designing the curriculum and by providing feedback to peers. 

If I was tasked to design a curriculum in the future, I would be better equipped after receiving peer feedback and by reflecting on the experience. I would also like some else to proofread this for quality purposes which aligns with ‘The implications of quality assurance and quality enhancement for academic and professional practice with a particular focus on teaching’ Professional Standards (UKPSF, 2011).


6. Action Plan 

Specific:

I will ask my mentor or study support to proofread my next assignment. I will plan my next assignment with more attention to detail.

Measurable: 

This will help to eliminate careless mistakes. Which should be reflected on my feedback for the next assignment.

Attainable: 

I need to make more regular contact with study support. I need to continuing engaging with relevant literature. I need to continue reflecting on my teaching.

Relevant:

The purpose of this will be to improve my planning and knowledge. This will therefore improve and enhance my teaching practice. 

Time-bound:

This will be an ongoing goal for the rest of my studies, but I hope to see an improvement on the feedback from my next assignment.

This aligns with the following professional standards (UKPSF, 2011):

· Design and plan learning activities and/or programmes of study.
· Engage in continuing professional development in subjects/disciplines and their pedagogy, incorporating research, scholarship and the evaluation of professional practices.
· The subject material.
· Appropriate methods for teaching, learning and assessing in the subject area and at the level of the academic programme.
· Methods for evaluating the effectiveness of teaching.
· The implications of quality assurance and quality enhancement for academic and professional practice with a particular focus on teaching.
· Use evidence-informed approaches and the outcomes from research, scholarship and continuing professional development.
· Acknowledge the wider context in which higher education operates recognising the implications for professional practice.
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Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 9

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	
There has been a clear justification for the proposed curriculum and the target audience is relevant. There is good knowledge and research of the topic to provide evidence for the rational/purpose.






The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
The aims are clear and appropriate. However, the aims and learning objectives are merged which makes it difficult to differentiate between them. If these were separate it would help students to understand what is expected of them and be able to visualise how the learning outcomes relate back to the aims of the module. 





The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
The curriculum has a suitable structure and is logical in its approach. There has been consideration for the parents/learners and their needs, e.g. the timing of the sessions. There has also been good consideration for the location being in a deprived area.





Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
There has been some consideration to the professional standards within the Teaching Strategies and Resources section. The professional standards have been included in the lesson plans in high detail which is very good.







Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
The scheme of work is detailed and well thought out. The lesson plans and supporting material is very thorough and appropriate. There is a good use of formative assessment for each session in terms of reflection. However, there are no aims within the lesson plans. It would be valuable to include these so that the students can work towards the goals. 




Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
Something minor to mention would be the relevance of the evaluation and reflection that is included in the appendix. 

Also, there are quotes that are not Harvard referenced accurately.







Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 12

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	
There has been a clear justification for the proposed curriculum which is to improve the knowledge of volunteers and students in road safety.





The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
The aims are appropriate and relevant for the proposed curriculum. However, there is no clear definition between the aims and the learning outcomes. The first sentence in this section could have been broken down or put into bullet points as it’s long and can be difficult to read.





The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
Sectioning the curriculum into 3 different skills is a good idea which provides a good structure. The content of the lessons meets the needs of the topic and provides the students with the information they need to learn. More information could be provided to explain how the practical sessions would work on Teams. How would these people be assessed and included via a hybrid learning environment?



Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
There has been a brief mention of the professional standards. This could have been expanded on to show how the curriculum meets these. However, they are included in depth within the lesson plans.




Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
In the Delivery section it states that there should be 1 hour lecture and 4-6 practical sessions per skill. However, in the recommended schedule there is only a 1 hour lecture and 3 practical sessions. The lesson plans and supporting documents are relevant and appropriate to the topic. They have good structure and the supporting documents are useful to the learners.







Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
Even though risk assessing has been mentioned in the Training Schedule in the appendix, it might have been valuable to mention this within the design of the curriculum. A potential session on how to risk assess could be useful to improve the knowledge and safety of the volunteers and children.

There is a mention of the DBS for the Kerbcraft Coordinator, but it would be needed for the trainers to have a DBS check in order to work with the children during the training sessions.

A minor comment would be to ensure that your font choice is constant throughout.






Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 15

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	
The justification for this curriculum is suitable and comprehensive. The target audience is appropriate and logical. There has been a good use of literature to support the rationale.





The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
The course aim is clear and concise. By adding one or two more aims it would give the students a better understanding of what is expected from them. The learning objectives are very thorough and appropriate for the topic. They are also achievable for the learners. 





The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
The proposed curriculum is very well structed, informative and detailed. There is a clear use of micro and macro teaching. There has been good demonstration of intended use of formative and summative assessments.





Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
There has been excellent consideration given to the professional standards throughout the design of the curriculum in a detailed and referenced manner. 






Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
The lessons plans and supporting material are relevant and appropriate. The lesson plans are well structured and detailed. There has been a good use of aims and learning outcomes. It’s clear to see how this lesson will meet the professional standards stated.






Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
I really enjoyed reading this curriculum and did it with ease. Every section is extremely detailed and thorough. One minor thing would be to reference the reading list provided for the students.







