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	Activity: Use recyclable materials to make a creative piece of Art of their choice. 


	Number of children:
14
	Age of children:
Year 2: aged 6
	Number of adults:
2

	Location:
School classroom/grounds
	Preparation time:
10min
	Activity time:
1hr 20min

	Resources:
Recyclable resources will be provided, such as, paper plates, cups, string, lollypop sticks, card, paper and any recyclable materials that children can bring from home, such as, newspaper, milk cartons and plastic bottles. There will also be rulers, tape measures, paints, glue and tape available.
Pupils can collect natural resources from the school grounds, such as leaves, flowers, sticks, pebbles, moss, straw anything that they feel is useful.


	Aim/s of activity:
The aim of the activity is to encourage the pupils to think freely, use their imagination, also educating them on the environment and encouraging them to use natural or recyclable resources.    
By engaging in the activity pupils will think creatively and enjoy solving problems, they can explain ideas and concepts with one another, from this, they will form friendships and trust with their peers
By having the pupils to log down what materials they used will help with their numeracy, planning skills and develop their critical thinking and reasoning skills, confidence, these life skills are an essential part of their development.



	Links to outcomes:
There are many links to outcomes from taking part in the activity, pupils will progress in the area of mathematical learning in a fun way, they will learn to communicate with the knowledge to explain and understand a mathematical concept and logical reasoning. By suggesting that the pupils log down what materials and the amount they use is a useful skill to obtain, numeracy and literacy will have been developed through written form, and physical form, through their creativity with their creative piece of artwork that they produce. By giving them the freedom to make their own choices helps them with their own learning experiences, interest and their own abilities.


	Differentiation: 
The activity is appropriate for all pupils and catered for everyone, each pupil has an equal opportunity at taking part, regardless of their abilities. pupils can be put into smaller groups when doing the activity or work alone if they wish to, there will be an adult who can guide them if they feel they would like a little extra support. It is important that each pupil feels included and part of a team when doing activities. The pupils learning and wellbeing is our main priority.




	Health and safety:
Health and safety of the pupils is our main priority, measures have been put in place to ensure they have an enjoyable safe activity lesson. There will always be 2 professional adults during the activity to ensure the safety and wellbeing of each pupil.




	Role of adult/adults:
The key role of the adult is to ensure the pupils are safe and happy, adults can also support the pupil by engaging with them during the activity, it is the adults responsibility  to use their skills and knowledge to enhance the learning environment to create additional learning opportunities for the pupils, by doing so they are creating an environment for the pupils to use their creativity, while developing their cognitive and emotional strength. It is through play that children at a very early age engage and interact with the world around them, as adults we must encourage this skill. 






	The activity:
The activity will take place in the school classroom and school grounds. Children will engage in an activity that will be child led and self-directed. although adults will be there to help if needed. Examples and ideas will be given; however, it will be purely the children’s choice on what they decide to create.
There will be a range of recyclable materials that we have provided or what the children have brought in from home.
The children also have the opportunity to go on to the school grounds and collect natural materials for their activity if they choose to. Alongside their chosen piece of creative Art, there will be a piece of paper where the children can log down what material they used and how much,
For example: 6x lollypop sticks
                         1x paper plates
                          Tape., Etc.
After the children have completed their piece art, they can then share and explain with the rest of the class how they made their piece of work, what materials they used and what inspired them to make their piece, if they choose to.
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Evaluation
Regarding my Activity plan, I feel that there are many relevant subjects that are linked to children’s mathematical concepts and numeracy skills, Skills that are essential to children’s wellbeing and development, for example, by encouraging children to use natural and recyclable recourses and logging down on paper what materials and quantity that they used, These skills not only teach the child to calculate, but they provide a deep understanding of how numbers function. Natural resources and materials offer a great deal of open-ended play (Wilson, 2018), with the children using the different type of recourses to fit the play that they are working through at the time, rather than the play materials dictating the play(Papadakis, 2016). Materials that can be adapted to meet the children’s needs will be most effective, the environment in which children play and learn also has a profound impact on children’s learning skills, this links to Susan Isaacs (1885-1948), Issacs believed that children should be taken out of their school setting, she believed that these trips outside where purposeful and being initiated by the children, this was intended to stimulate the children’s mind and curiosity, thus they would learn (Smith, 1985, p.64) by giving children space to play, set up games and let children choose when to tidy up ,gives the children a sense of responsibility (Isaacs,1971, p.102).
[bookmark: _Hlk34501174]Like Isaacs, Friedrich Froebel (1782-1852) believed that “play is the highest expression of human development in childhood for it alone is the free expression of what is in the child’s soul” (Early Education) Froebel sees natural materials such as sticks, sand, stones and many other objects as Gifts, and that these gifts are open-ended and can be used to support children’s self-initiated play. According to Froebel, during play children construct their own understanding of the world through direct experience with nature. Professor Tina Bruce (1987 a), suggest that, Froebel believes that it is important that practitioners understand the importance of observation, to see children through the multiple lenses through which they see children -and that children see their worlds, by offering children freedom and guidance and considering the children’s environments including people and materials as a key element to how children learn and grow. Froebel believes that quality education is about three things: the child, the context in which learning takes place, and the knowledge and understanding which the child develops and learns and that children need to be given choices, allowed to make errors and Children are encouraged to develop self-discipline, this helps children to concentrate and learn effectively (Tina Bruce, 1987 b). 
 Isaacs and Froebel also link to Jean Piaget, a swiss psychologist. Piaget believes that children engage in different types of play that reflect their level of cognitive development. Functional play, constructive play and symbolic play (Johnson, Christie & Wardle 2005). Early theorist believe that play develops children’s basic mathematical skills, social skills and early literacy skills (Leong & Bodrova 2015) and constructive play teaches children to be flexible thinkers and develop a sense of control and self-esteem (Bruner 1972), By changing the environment encourages all sorts of constructive play, by taking materials outside and bringing materials in to the classroom from the playground , are additional ways to increase constructive play (Chaille 2008) .  
However, I do feel that there are many parts of my activity sheet that needs improvement. I feel that I have overlooked the health and safety aspect and the key role of the adult. There is more to health and safety than responsible adults, health and safety in schools is about taking a sensible and proportionate approach to ensure the premises provide a healthy and safe place for all who use them, including the school workforce, visitors and pupils, the department for education, Welsh assembly government have a guidance for schools on health and safety that can be found at: www.wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/allsectorpolicies/healthandsafety (HSE). The key role of the adult can support and a child’s play simply by engaging with children during play, talking to children about their play, participating and by modeling positive behaviors or interactions. By being actively involved in children’s play, adults are in a good position to intervene if a child needs help whether it’s a general problem or a safety concern. Adults can get to know the children through play and form a secure relationship with children who introduce an adult into their play, a bond of trust will grow (MSU, 2015)
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