Sustainable Towns/Cities Questionnaire
	Name

	Helen Pickering

	Job Title/Role

	

	Nearest Town/City

	Abergavenny

	
Thinking about your nearest town or city, what would you like to see changed, improved or new initiative which would improve the following points?


	1.
	Water consumption and management

	




	2.
	Food production

	Continued support for local community growing. More marketing for the current projects that are happening.
Encourage land owners to produce food locally and liase with local supplies not supermarkets. Encourage community growing spaces, farmers could have a land share agreement where a group of locals could produce a product and pay in a non-financial way.
Encourage producers to look at high yield low space alternatives to traditional growing, no dig, hydroponic and permaculture through grants and education schemes.


	3.
	Food supply

	Greater support for individual shop owners to supply locally and access a food network locally. More support for rural villages to have fresh food markets. This could be done by relaxing the block street licencing laws for community groups. 
Wider encouragement to food share using a mapping app. By collecting together individuals who have a growing space and having a space where they can safely announce gluts they can then share their excess. This could start a community currency a non-financial system where everyone can access.





	4.
	Clean Air

	




	5.
	Green Business

	




	6.
	Green Jobs

	




	7.
	Reduced Carbon Dioxide

	Look into reducing traffic into towns, making roads safe for pedestrians and pushbike users, if a route is too narrow maybe priortise these methods not cars. 

Have bike or electric pick ups, you have a large out of town car park, where you then hire a bike to cycle into town. Only allow vehicles that need access such as delivery or disability vehicles in the actual town centre. (it works in Sweden)


	8.
	Reduced Consumption

	
Companies and business to offer returnable packaging. Making their business more circular. 



	9.
	Reduced Pollution

	
BIGGER FINES AND MORE PEOPLE GETTING CAUGHT FOR NEGATIVE BEHAVIOUR ESPECIALLY COMPANIES


	10.
	Zero waste

	It needs to be standard practice and acceptable to use re-usuables. Businesses need to have an incentive to do this, be part of a widely marketing system. If every shop in a town was part of it you can then have a branded type of reusable that everyone accepts where this is a return and get another he same or fill at the purchase. Water needs to be made free everywhere in the street in shops and signage about reusing your bottles need to be encouraged. Where re-usables are expensive  a deposit system will be needed. If you then had a community hub you could have a place selling and receiving maybe even cleaning the re-useable so that small businesses could just receive the ready to use product without any of the hassel of the system.

Wide encouragement of repair shops, reduced commercial business rates and a volunteer organisation using local skills to prevent items going to land fill, linked to an arts space that reuses the broken things and turns them into art work. 



	
Of the 10 points which are the top five which are most important to you?


	
1. Food Supply

2. Food production

3. Reduced Pollution

4. Reduced Consumption

5. 5.Green Jobs


	Name

	Elizabeth Bland

	Job Title

	Business Manager

	
Thinking about your nearest town or city, what would you like to see changed, improved or new initiative which would improve the following points?


	1.
	Water consumption and management

	Better management of River Usk, especially at Llanfoist bridge, to prevent re-occurring flooding issues and damage to infrastructure. Increased flood catchment area and better flood defences. 

Opportunities for capturing energy from water, especially in Clydach Gorge, not used. Could provide community power. 



	2.
	Food production

	I’d generally like to see less meat consumption and less packaging on food  as well as more priority given to country of origin of food produce – but think that’s a nationwide problem not specific to Abergavenny. 


	3.
	Food supply

	Currently multiple local producers supplying food including local dairies and bakeries. Use of local suppliers has increased during lockdown. Use to be sustained following return to normal to maximise use of local produce. 
Increased opening of Abergavenny market to promote local producers/suppliers – currently only open two days a week. 
Community gardens exist in Gilwern and Byfield Road Car Park already. 


	4.
	Clean Air

	Don’t consider this to be an issue in Abergavenny




	5.
	Green Business

	Currently have furniture recycling business in Abergavenny, part funded by the Council and run by volunteers. In addition, there are repair cafes held regularly in the town. 
We also have a number of electronics repair shops which are well used – reducing consumption of new products. 
Abergavenny is full of Charity Shops – see reference to Green Jobs below. 
Multiple premises offering small business units for individual consultancies and shared office space in town already. 


	6.
	Green Jobs

	Improve selection of retail units in town to prevent travelling out of town for shopping. This would increase footfall in town and provide more local jobs – again reducing the need for commuting for work. 


	7.
	Reduced Carbon Dioxide

	More charging points in town for electric vehicles. Currently only two that I know of, at the bus station, not the best location for access to town, especially for people with mobility issues. 
Public Transport Network is poor meaning that most people are reliant on cars. Trains from Abergavenny are very expensive as not subject to WG subsidy like those running from nearby Ebbw Vale Station. 
Very limited parking at train station discourages train travel. 


	8.
	Reduced Consumption

	Reducing food waste by formalising distribution of surplus supermarket waste. Four large supermarkets in town and Food Bank always crying out for more food. A co-ordinated effort or requirement for supermarket chains to donate food would help. 


	9.
	Reduced Pollution

	Better pollution prevention measures, especially from road run off to improve water quality in Clydach Gorge. Water quality improvements noticeable as a result of reduced traffic during lockdown.


	10.
	Zero waste

	Current waste collection regime is good as it deters non-recyclable waste production and encourages sorting at home. Paper, card, plastic, metal and glass collected weekly in unlimited amounts. Non-recyclable limited to two bags collected once a fortnight. 
However, improved recycling rates at local recycling centres are required to manage at home sorting – invest more money in types of material that can be recycled. 


	
Of the 10 points which are the top five which are most important to you?


	
1. Reduced consumption
2. Reduced pollution
3. Zero waste
4. Food production
5. Water consumption and management












	Name

	Mike Cummine

	Job Title

	Project Director

	
Thinking about your nearest town or city, what would you like to see changed, improved or new initiative which would improve the following points?


	1.
	Water consumption and management

	Driving down losses through leakage from water supply network.


	2.
	Food production

	More focus on local production driving down food miles. Reduced reliance on heavily processed foods.


	3.
	Food supply

	Reduced availability of imported and out of season food. More focus on reducing food waste. More tax on unhealthy foods that lead to obesity and other health problems.


	4.
	Clean Air

	Further improvements to air quality – particularly from vehicle emissions in cities.


	5.
	Green Business

	Tax breaks for business that support a more sustainable business model.


	6.
	Green Jobs

	Tax breaks would help green businesses grow creating green jobs.


	7.
	Reduced Carbon Dioxide

	Increased use of electric vehicles and continued moved towards renewable energy.


	8.
	Reduced Consumption

	Reduced consumption of fossil fuels and earths finite resources.


	9.
	Reduced Pollution

	Developing ways to remove microplastics from the water environment. Reduced use of pesticides damaging pollinators and habitats.


	10.
	Zero waste

	More comprehensive recycling, particularly plastics. Making waste a valuable commodity.


	
Of the 10 points which are the top five which are most important to you?


	1. Reduced Carbon Dioxide

2. Reduced Pollution

3.Zero Waste

4.Food production

5.Reduced Consumption



	Name

	Carly Powell

	Job Title/Role

	Stay at home parent

	Nearest Town/City

	Abergavenny

	
Thinking about your nearest town or city, what would you like to see changed, improved or new initiative which would improve the following points?


	1.
	Water consumption and management

	
A way to stop people littering along the canal and river



	2.
	Food production

	
Less plastic packaging for food in supermarkets. 



	3.
	Food supply

	
I would like the meat, dairy and egg industry to improve their welfare standards and animal products to be much more expensive as a result.


	4.
	Clean Air

	I consider the air in my area to be really fresh!




	5.
	Green Business

	
Schemes to encourage businesses to be environmentally considerate.


	6.
	Green Jobs

	Unsure



	7.
	Reduced Carbon Dioxide

	
Provide bike lanes throughout town to provide safer journeys for cyclists. 



	8.
	Reduced Consumption

	Unsure



	9.
	Reduced Pollution

	
Stop people throwing rubbish out of their car windows on my road. 



	10.
	Zero waste

	
Unsure



	
Of the 10 points which are the top five which are most important to you?


	
1. pollution

2. Food supply

3. Food production

4. Littering

5. 






	Name

	Mark Cottle

	Job Title/Role

	Librarian

	Nearest Town/City

	approximately equidistant between Crickhowell, Powys 
and Abergavenny, Monmouthshire.

	Thinking about your nearest town or city, what would you like to see changed, improved or new initiative which would improve the following points?

	1.
	Water consumption and management

	My concerns related to water are more about flood-management and drainage rather than water supply. This is because I’m lucky enough to live in an area where water supply tends to be good but which has recently suffered major floods. I do have some concerns about maintenance of the mains system because I was made aware of the issue by a former neighbour who worked for Welsh Water. I understand losses in supply have an impact in terms of loss of energy used in pumping as well as the loss of the actual water resource. However I’ve not personally suffered any direct problems. 
More broadly I’m aware there can be an imbalance between supply and demand in the country as a whole and that excess consumption is part of the problem. I have some vague longer term concerns about the implications because the area where I live is effectively a supplier of water (ie. there are large reservoirs nearby that supply more distant urban areas). It’ not like we’re the Owens Valley though.
I do feel strongly about drainage and flood management. When we have heavy rain here there are problems with drains overflowing and sewage going into rivers. I believe that, in addition to repair and improvement of surface drains, we need new approaches to management of rainwater runoff in surrounding hilly areas and that this needs to be done in conjunction with broader changes in land use and land management. 

	2.
	Food production

	I feel lucky to live in an area where there is a lot of high quality food production and producers tend to have some regard for ethical values. My concerns about food production are more about the broader national and international situation. While we have good local producers we will always need food items that cannot be produced locally and which must come from elsewhere. I do care strongly about the ethical, environmental and health impacts of food production wherever it takes place. It’s difficult to frame this in terms of the towns here though. For example, I know that runoff of excess fertiliser can be an issue in rural areas but I’m not aware of any particular instances locally. 
Factory farming of chicken is something that concerns me – both on ethical grounds and on health ones. I’m aware there is a factory chicken farm near Abergavenny, although I don’t know where its produce goes. When I look at ready meals and other such items in the local supermarkets I see that, as a nation, we rely enormously on factory chicken farming and this is worrying.
I try to eat less meat and instead spend my money where I have some indication that production standards are good – and the source preferably local. However it is very difficult to do this all the time. The economics of modern food – and the fact that I’m not wealthy – mean it’s difficult to avoid consuming some food where I can’t be sure about the production methods.
I’d support schemes to help local food producers survive (with the proviso that high ethical and health standards are part of the conditions)

	3.
	Food supply

	My experience of food supply in local towns is pretty good so there isn’t anything that seems an obvious candidate for change. Even at the points during the Covid-19 crisis where there were shortages in supermarkets there were quite good supplies in smaller local retailers. I guess my main concern is that these smaller locally-based traders survive. I’d like to see better protection for the local retail sector (eg. through planning control). I’d like development planning to be influenced more by local opinion and needs and less by national pressures and policies. I would radically reform or abolish the planning appeals system that allows developers to eventually overcome local opposition (thanks in part to their superior financial resources) – there must be a presumption toward rejection of large developments that face significant local opposition. I favour development by consent rather than development by central plan.

	4.
	Clean Air

	I am concerned about vehicle emissions. While air quality here is pretty good by comparison with large urban areas there are several trunk roads that pass through.
I believe the Welsh Government has taken a hypocritical policy position on road development and the environment – Cardiff Bay politicians are keen to be seen to embrace “green” policies but at the same time they have pursued expensive road developments that breaks those policies. My big bugbear is the A465 Heads of the Valleys Road, where a substantial widening scheme is now massively behind schedule and hundreds of millions of pounds over budget. I believe this scheme was driven by a desire on the part of politicians to be seen to be doing something for the economically deprived valleys areas. They chose to build a road because it was something they were able to visibly do rather than because there was a strong economic case for it. I think the economic case was weak and (at the political level at least) interpretation of the modelling was swayed by cognitive bias rooted in desperation. I have a friend who studied civil engineering with me at Imperial College and who, in his first job, worked on a transport study that’s sometimes cited as early evidence in support of the scheme. In his version of events, he and his colleagues came to the conclusion that big road schemes in the valleys could probably never be justified on economic grounds. Their view was that rail and other public transport schemes were better propositions on both financial and environmental grounds. This was subsequently overridden for political reasons.
I feel there needs to be some radical overhaul of the planning and policy making process to ensure commitments to clean air are real rather than merely an attempt to “greenwash” existing politics.

	5.
	Green Business

	Partly because this is a rural neighbourhood on the edge of a national park there are quite a few businesses that badge themselves as “green” and there is quite a lot of local support for the concept (especially so around Crickhowell).
I certainly support the idea of businesses that are sustainable in environmental terms. I think there is a need for more measures to help create and support this type of enterprise but I am not sure exactly what would be most effective. In the past I worked in a job that had some involvement in helping to secure EU funding for economic development. However I became somewhat disillusioned with the efficacy of many of the funding schemes because eligibility requirements and application processes were often prohibitively complex. I think there are particular problems at the smaller end of the size scale and more needs to be done to help individuals and small companies that are considering “green” projects.

	6.
	Green Jobs

	My comments here are similar to what I’ve written about Green Business above. There’s possibly a need to define more clearly what exactly is meant by “green jobs”. But if it means jobs in businesses that have a more positive environmental impact and which are ecologically sustainable then I’d be in favour. 
This is certainly a locality where an important part of the local employment market involves jobs connected directly with the natural landscape. There is perhaps a need for a debate about what that means in “green” terms. Is farming “green”? Are jobs in outdoor leisure “green” jobs? If not how can we make them “greener”?

	7.
	Reduced Carbon Dioxide

	I’m concerned about climate change and horrified by the continued existence and influence of climate change denial. In the area where I live I think there is a fairly high level of support for the broad idea of reducing CO2 emission, although things are perhaps a little weaker when it comes down to actual practical action.
I believe the Welsh Government is good at embracing policies on CO2 reduction but it is compromised when it comes to effective action.
As I said under “Clean Air” I think Cardiff Bay politicians have taken hypocritical positions on road development –  keen to be seen to embrace “green” policies but at the same time pursuing expensive road development that breaks those policies. My big bugbear is the A465 Heads of the Valleys Road, where a substantial widening scheme is now massively behind schedule and hundreds of millions of pounds over budget. I believe this scheme was driven by a desire on the part of politicians to be seen to be doing something for the economically deprived valleys areas. They chose to build a road because it was something they were able to visibly do rather than because there was a strong economic case for it. I think the economic case was weak and (at the political level at least) interpretation of the modelling was swayed by cognitive bias rooted in desperation. I have a friend who studied civil engineering with me at Imperial College and who, in his first job, worked on a transport study that’s sometimes cited as early evidence in support of the scheme. In his version of events he and his colleagues came to the conclusion that big road schemes in the valleys could probably never be justified on economic grounds. Their view was that rail and other public transport schemes were better propositions on both financial and environmental grounds. This was subsequently overridden for political reasons.
I feel there needs to be some radical overhaul of the planning and policy making process to ensure commitments to CO2 reduction are real rather than merely an attempt to “greenwash” existing politics.
I think education – specifically science education – has a vital role to play and should be better funded.

	8.
	Reduced Consumption

	I think consumption – or rather demand for consumption - is at the heart of many issues listed here.
All the environmental problems relating to emissions or pollution or waste of one kind or another have consumer demand as one of their driving factors. 
Food production and food supply are driven by the need to feed a population which has certain expectations – those expectations being driven in turn by advertising, popular media and other social factors. We pretend to want high quality food but we expect it to be sold to us at unrealistically low prices.
The same goes for many other consumer sectors, especially those such as clothing and home interiors that are heavily influenced by fashion. Rapidly changing fashions are a recipe for waste and yet they have become a pervasive business model.
Although these problems are possibly more acute – or at least more visible – in big urban areas than they are where I live I think they still apply here. 
I don’t think there are many purely local solutions – I think excess demand is an issue that can only be fully addressed at a “whole of society” level.

	9.
	Reduced Pollution

	My comments here echo what I’ve said under Clean Air, Water and Reduced Carbon Dioxide.
There is a need to re-examine roads policy (and the whole policy making machinery) to make it less hypocritical and to ensure real action to address emissions.
There is a need to address the sewage pollution problem that is associated with flooding.
There is also a noticeable fly-tipping problem that local authorities struggle to combat – there is a case for more resources for enforcement and for much more severe penalties for those who fly tip on a commercial scale.

	10.
	Zero waste

	I’m committed to waste reduction because I care about the environment and about public health, however I think “zero waste” is probably an unrealistic concept (if I understand the meaning correctly).

	
Of the 10 points which are the top five which are most important to you?


	
1. Reduced carbon dioxide

2. Reduced consumption

3. Reduced pollution

4. Food supply

5. Green business





