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“9-11 damaged the status of Muslims in the UK”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Daniel Annenberg


KEY POINTS
· 9/11 shone a spotlight on Muslims
· The reaction flattened the complex nature of Muslim identity
· Created a generalised fear of Muslims
· Altered their standing within the law
· Damaged status of specific groups: young Muslims, women and imams



INTRODUCTION
When British Muslims woke up the day after the September 11th attacks, the way many sectors of society viewed them had changed. This paper will reflect on some of the collective and specific impacts. 

Status Damage: Collective Issues

1) Spotlight9/11 has put real pressure on us…Government’s always questioning everything…What goes on in mosques, in homes, in schools – everywhere?
H Ansari, The Enemy Within – Muslims in Britain. 

Though Muslims had attracted negative attention before 9/11, most notably with fatwa issues against Salman Rushdie during the The Satanic Verses affair, the events propelled them from what shadow remained into the spotlight. 
2) Violent Image
The new impression was that Islam is violent and those identifying as Muslims are a legitimate source of suspicion.[footnoteRef:1] Research carried out in 3 northern cities showed young Muslim men were characterised as aggressive, fundamentalist and militant.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Aminah Beverly Mccloud, Scott W Hibbard and Laith Saud, An Introduction To Islam In The 21St Century (New York, NY: John Wiley & Sons, 2013), 286.]  [2:  Claire Dwyer, Bindi Shah and Gurchathen Sanghera, "‘From Cricket Lover To Terror Suspect’ – Challenging Representations Of Young British Muslim Men", Gender, Place & Culture 15, no. 2 (2008): 117-136, doi:10.1080/09663690701863208.] 

3) Collective Responsibility 
Three weeks after 9/11, former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher commented to The Guardian that not enough Muslims had condemned the attacks.[footnoteRef:3] This call to condemn represented a status change to ‘guilt by association’ which remained with subsequent attacks, placing British Muslims in a state of perpetual shared responsibility, blame and assumed public contrition for the actions of a minority.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Clinton Bennett, Muslims And Modernity (New York: Continuum, 2005), 226.]  [4:  Mccloud, An Introduction To Islam In The 21St Century, 287.] 

British Muslim communities are a complex mix of cultures, ethnicities, migration histories, languages and ages. 9/11 reduced this multiplicity into one ‘single affiliation’ – Muslims.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Philip Lewis, Young, British And Muslim (London: Continuum, 2011), 1.] 

4) Islamophobia
Prior to the attacks, the designated ethnic status of migrant populations from the Indian subcontinent was ‘Asian’. Now, within that term a distinct group emerged: Muslims.[footnoteRef:6] [footnoteRef:7] However, now Muslims were as viewed a homogenous group, allowing a generalised fear of Islam to take hold. It stigmatised all people who identify as Muslim as linked to 9/11, rather than judging them by their individual characters.[footnoteRef:8] Muslims, were seen both as the ‘enemy within’ (a religious ‘other’ in the UK) and the enemy ‘without’ (mirroring the worst of Muslim actions overseas).[footnoteRef:9] All this, despite the fact that 9/11 attackers were almost exclusively from Saudi Arabia. [6:  Philip Lewis, Young, British And Muslim (London: Continuum, 2011), xi. ]  [7:  Tahir Abbas, Muslim Britain - Communities Under Pressure (London: Zed Books, 2005), 40]  [8:  Mccloud, An Introduction To Islam In The 21St Century, 306.]  [9:  Abbas, Muslim Britain, 92] 

Revenge – In the absence of a guilty party to hold accountable for 9/11, Muslims have become the source of retribution for people with a grievance. To mark the 10th anniversary of the attacks, six men burnt a copy of the Qur’an in a pub in Gateshead.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  "Six Held Over Suspected Qur'an Burning", The Guardian, 2018, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/sep/23/six-arrested-alleged-quran-burning.] 

5) Legal Status
Anti-terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001: This act was introduced to Parliament eight weeks after the September 11th attacks and received assent in December 2001. This sent a clear message that British Muslims were a risk community - the UK government needed to introduce new legislation quickly to plug the holes in existing laws in order to protect the public. 
Effect: New powers given to the Police were disproportionately used against Muslims. Research showed that Muslims felt government no longer protected them. Rather, they felt criminalised as a community. Stop and search of Asians rose 41% from 2000 – 2002.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Libertyhumanrights.Org.Uk, 2018, https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/sites/default/files/impact-of-anti-terror-measures-on-british-muslims-june-2004.pdf.] 

Detention: The use of detention without trial left some Muslims feeling they received ‘unequal treatment under the law’, their liberties now regarded as less important than those of the general population. Their guilt was assumed, even without evidence. Their freedom was in jeopardy and governments were not bound by time limits to prove otherwise. This left them in form of legal limbo.[footnoteRef:12] Beyond the issue of detention, a general anxiety existed that restrictions on civil and political liberties would increase and disproportionately affect Muslims.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  Ibid. ]  [13:  Mahmood Monshipouri, "Young British Muslims: Identity, Culture, Politics, And The Media By Nahid Afrose Kabir", Human Rights Quarterly 35, no. 3 (2013): 791-795, doi:10.1353/hrq.2013.0044.] 

Status Damage: Specific Groups
1) Young British Muslims - Islamophobia and disquiet was fuelled by responses to 9/11, particularly by young British Muslims. They were categorised as out of step with the accepted narratives because:
Denial: 72% of young Muslims (2001) denied al-Qaeda were behind the attacks. 58% a year later. 
Opposition: The US and UK responded militarily to the September 11th attacks. (80% of young Muslims (under 35) opposed the war in Afghanistan. Although this somewhat mirrored the UK population, 64% viewed it as a war against Islam.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Clive D. Field, "Young British Muslims Since 9/11: A Composite Attitudinal Profile", Religion, State And Society 39, no. 2-3 (2011): 159-175, doi:10.1080/09637494.2011.577201.] 

2) Women
If Islamophobia was felt by the whole Muslim community, it was felt particularly by women. Those women and girls who chose to wear the hijab changed from being individuals and community members to public symbols of their faith. This made them targets of abuse and hostility and their choice of clothing became a public debate rather than a personal religious choice.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Abbas, Muslim Britain, 215.] 

3) Imams
Until 9/11, the UK Government was largely unconcerned with imams. Post 9/11, their ethnic background, linguistic limitations, training and theology made them the focus of considerable scrutiny. Some were rightly identified and convicted of extremist views and of encouraging terrorism.[footnoteRef:16] The considerable media attention this created meant that many imams were now placed in an invidious situation. On the one hand they were now seen through the prism of promoting extremist ideologies. On the other hand, since 92% of imams came from abroad, they were seen as so out of touch with young British Muslims that they were unable to interpret British life for them, a key factor that drove young Muslims to seek out radical views on-line.[footnoteRef:17] Often regarded as the pillar of the Muslim community, their status within the community was further undermined through successive government affiliated projects that sought to broaden and challenge their role.[footnoteRef:18] [16:  Lewis, 445]  [17:  Lewis 449-450]  [18:  Lewis 450-451] 

__________________________________________________________________________________
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