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5009 – Impact in today’s society and programme development.


In this paper I will discuss the issue of brexit and the importance of young people being politically engaged and informed during key elections or periods where their role within a voting community plays an important balance within their future. As it stands only those who are 18 can vote in the UK, with the exception of 16 and 17 year olds in scottish parlimentry elections. My intended programme aims to adress the importance of voting to young people and encouraging them to become informed during important voting periods, with a focus towards the recent brexit results. My programme will be split into 4 key topics- Travel, economics, the voting results and education. Given the subject, this programme would be aimed at the older half of young people, those who are 18 plus.
These subjects can be dull at first towards young people, but I aim to deliver a series of sessions which will cover everything in depth but with light and entertaining themes. I hope to develop the young participants interest in political movements and to take part in votes if they are of age, and if they are not of voting age, they will carry the intelligence onward and be more charged towards voting. 
Brexit was a referendum vote in which 30 million people took part, Anna Rhodes (2016) stated “it has been estimated that only 36 per cent of people in the 18 – 24 year old category voted in the EU referendum” which is a very low statistic, yet more than half of these young people voted for a leave outcome, which is apparent to be damaging to the factors which support them, more so when the opposing 78% of older communities voted.
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Firstly within my programme, I will cover the importance of travel and what outcomes will from as a result of Brexit. The proposed activities I have planned will involve role-playing other European countries, in which individuals would represent a border and allow nations passed, but would interrupt any British countries, forming a model of article 45 of the freedom of movement act. I would bring examples of potential work opportunities abroad, and hold a discussion of European countries which the young people would like to or have visited, and discuss travel to those places. 
I find this would be a strong start towards the programme as it draws upon their interests and personal experiences. In another session, the discussion of refugees and ethnicity would be raised, with team building exercises to encourage partnerships and more diverse social groups. Whilst developing new social networks, I can encourage the young people to discuss the UN’s ‘Convention on the rights of the Child” (1989) which includes a total of 50 articles stating the rights of young people. This is important as it’s vital young people are aware of their rights and what they are entitled too, in order to avoid becoming vulnerable and feel more empowered.
The second subject I would raise during the programme would be the economic effects of Brexit. In conclusion to the decision to leave the European union, Richard Adams put forward schools received “ a combined £2.8bn in cuts and costs imposed upon them by the government.” This is a staggering decline in funding for schools and universities, which of course will have strong counters towards young people’s education and future. The programme will bring about teachings towards prices and living costs, and will make attempt of budgeting strategies for young people, 

1601113
educating them how to find deals and avoid highly priced brands during periods where they may find it difficult to maintain money.  
This will inform their ability to regulate their spending. A focus on the fair trade scheme and job seeking skills will be placed to empower young people and develop their life skills towards getting employment. 
The third subject that will be discussed within the programme will be the effects on education and the public sector. The cuts caused towards schools as stated earlier will have effect upon teachers, and in turn the quality and accessibility of education towards young people, particularly towards those who may struggle academically. In this component of the programme, I will discuss the importance of education and the young people’s outlook on their future. Once I discovered how strongly and confidently the young people feel towards their future, I can arrange further activities to enhance their personal views and empower them further. I will discuss the Erasmus scheme in universities, and how young people will have many opportunities to travel and explore new countries, whilst also discussing strategies to support the young people in developing their aspirations and bringing them closer to achieving them. Small team building activities and life skills will encourage their outlook on life to improve. Denis Campell and Sarah Marsh wrote “235,000 young people in England were in contact with NHS mental health services at the end of June 2016” – These figures are high, and do not cover the entirety of the UK. With my programme, I will aim to counter mental ill health and develop stronger, more higher self esteemed young people by encouraging their outlook on the future to be brighter. I will conduct some activities outdoors to provide a calm environment and allow the 
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young people to explore in a treasure hunt style activity which will hold information about strategies they could use to develop their route towards their goals. 
The final topic which will be brought into the programme is the subject on the Brexit results, which displayed a lacking in youth participation and a negative projected impact on services that benefit young people. This component of the programme will discuss the political parties involved with Brexit, their aims and the outcomes. The parties will be discussed and analysed, then the young people will share their views on each and what would encourage them to vote. During the Brexit vote, the BBC (2015) statistics showed of the young people that took part “ In 2015, 43% of 18-24-year-olds who cast their ballot voted for Labour, while 27% voted Conservative, 8% UKIP and 5% Lib Dem. “ This shows a large contrast in votes from a small collection of young people, however, belief that had more young people voted a different result could have been possible. In regards to this, the importance of young people voting is underlined, and therefore the aim of this programme to empower young people to take part in the elections is key. With the youth turnout of the Scottish referendum, a discussion can be held to see what enticed young people to vote for that election, and to see what strategies could be used to develop the encouragement and participation of young people across the UK to vote during elections, and how they understand the importance towards their vote and their future.
Whilst the programme is being conducted, I will be monitoring each young person during the activities and providing active support towards them in order for all who take part to achieve some form of learning which will provide a benefit to them. I will ensure to remain open and easy to approach so anyone with concerns or difficulties 
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can come forward and bring up any concerns. The aim of the programme is to  
educate the young people of their rights, empower them to use and appreciate them, whilst developing their own views and values towards political agendas, and encourage them to vote in future elections so their voices are heard. 
The programme is of course participatory, therefore not everyone may be as engaged or interested to take part. However, by holding a voluntary participation programme, it ensures those who do choose to take part are indeed attentive towards political subjects and are happy to be engaged with the proposed activities. 
By holding towards a participative programme I ensure it remains in accordance to the youth work values stated in the national occupational standards, where : 

“it is concerned with facilitating and empowering the voice of young people, encouraging and enabling them to influence the environment in which they live”

LSI YW00, LSIS (2012)


This ensures I upkeep the purpose of youth work by encouraging the development and empowerment of the young people involved. At the end of the programme, I will conduct a simple evaluation task, through the use of a questionnaire which will ask each individual how strongly they feel about each topic they discussed throughout the programme, how educated they feel about each topic after the programme, and their likelihood to vote in the next election. Through this basic review task I will be 
able to gather data and determine if the programme was effective and successful 
towards developing the political side of the young people. I feel that this programme is strongly connected to the standards and values of youth work, and will provide towards the needs of young people based upon the subject of Brexit and voting, which is a important part of their lives, as well as a human right. 
1601113
I find the key challenges of this programme will be the subject, as Brexit and politics can become very dull and may not interest a large number of young people, however the purpose of the programme is to engage with this target audience and enhance their interest. In addition, with voting tied to those aged 18 and over, a large amount of the programme will be aimed towards older young people instead of the younger age portion, therefore there could be some challenges with inclusion or relevance to younger audiences. Delivering the programme will be simple, but encouraging the young people to take part if they are not interested may prove difficult. It may be required to add activities which are non political in order to have a balanced programme which isn’t too dense on the subject that may lose interest. 
In this case, I have then identified the weaknesses of this programme, in which it will require balancing towards younger audiences and towards those who are less motivated to take part in political based activities. The strengths of the programme are that it covers a wide array of subjects that may interest the young people, and that it has a large emphasis on encouraging and empowering the voices of young people during key elections or political events. It aims to enhance their will to participate in elections, and educate them on parties, their aims and strategies and how it could effect them. In addition, I aim to encourage the young people to conduct 
their own research towards parties and elections, so they can continue to learn and become better prepared towards votes. Whilst discussing the causes for young people to vote, I aim to empower the young people to take the platform and vote, projecting the youth voice and securing a better future for them. The outcomes for young people taking part in this programme are clear, that they will develop a 
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stronger understanding of politics and their rights, whilst also becoming more 
empowered to vote, and stand up for their values and views. By developing a more engaging and empowered youth movement, they will be able to support themselves and appreciate what they have access to and be more aware of how politics can effect them. The development of a more politically aware and charged youth society will give them the confidence to vote and make a complex, important decision independently, which is a skill that can be carried on in life but also applied towards other scenarios that may not be related towards votes or politics. The ability to make a informed and well developed decision is a key life skill, and for young people to understand the consequences of their actions, or lack of involvement, will encourage them to be more aware and engaged. I find this would be a excellent outcome for the young people that take part, and would hopefully reassure them to become more informed and confident when taking part in an election or when making a vital judgement which could hold significant change. Through this, I aim to give the young people the ability to function more independently and be more able in making mature choices, which can have a positive impact upon their daily lives and development into adulthood. Weaknesses I’ve detected is the willingness of young people participating into this programme or with some of the activities given the subject can be perceived as dull. Despite this, the use of more appealing activities within the programme will allow the young people to relax and become more involved, but perhaps take the discussion of politics outside of the programme and take it upon themselves to develop their own learning towards the subjects that would be discussed. 
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By doing this, it could give them the knowledge towards future opportunities that they could potentially access for their personal benefit towards their aspirations.
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