Site- specific report

Q- how and why is site-specific art different to a framed photograph?

Carys Banfield 2301988

In this report i will be discussing how site-specific art is very different from framed photographs. Site-specific art is made for a certain location, and a lot of research goes into it like the history, environment and the culture of chosen locations. But framed photographs, they can be anywhere. Site-specific art can tell a powerful story in a certain place or bright light to issues going on in the location or with a framed photograph, they also can tell very powerful stories about issues going on around the world. Both can be powerful, creative and be very meaningful.  

[image: Sun Tunnels Nancy Holt - 1973-1976]
Artwork 1- Nancy Holt sun tunnels, 1973-76
Nancy and a group of other artists wanted to change how artworks are viewed, instead of only having artworks in galleries and try using the outdoors to present their work. This artwork is amazing and very creative. The work was made up of concrete cylinders arranged in a pattern, these cylinders had holes in them to create different constellations inside the tunnels and would range from different intensity depending on the time of the day. A lot of research went into this work, Nancy consulted experts such as astrophysicists, engineers and landscape architects to help make her idea perfect. ‘I wanted to bring the vast space of the desert back to human scale. I had no desire to make a megalithic monument. The panoramic 
[bookmark: _Int_CgcX4hYa]view of the landscape is too overwhelming to take in without visual reference points.’ (Holt) going to the site and seeing the work in person makes you realise how big the tunnels are and how you have to look inside them to see the constellations therefore makes the work very immersive. People often forget the perspective of the world by putting the tunnels in human scale reminds you of the vast beauty of the world. This artwork is very specific to its location to the point that if the work was moved an inch, then it would not have the same effect. If this work was just in frames, it wouldn’t have the same effect as going there and seeing it for yourself and all the research that went into this work and the location would feel useless.

[image: The Artist JR Lifts a Mexican Child Over the Border Wall | The New Yorker]
Artwork 2- Kikito, JR, 2017
JR visited Tecate a city in Mexico after hearing about the United States building a wall on the border between the United States and Mexico. JR wanted to create an art piece in response to these actions. He discovered that in the house just off to the side of the wall lived a little boy called Kikito, so JR created a large installation of Kikito looking over the fence. JR wanted it to face the U.S side. This is another one that could not be made as a framed photograph as this is something that is specific to this location as it would not make sense if this was something in a gallery as it's about the little boy who lives in the house looking through the fence to see what’s on the other side.

These are 2 different artworks one took a lot of research to get the right location for each cylinder to get the constellations perfect. And then the second one is about what is going on between the two countries, but they have one thing in common that neither of them can be a framed photograph as it would take away all the meaning from the art. 


In conclusion site specific art is very different to framed photographs as site specific is very specific to its location to tell stories about that location and takes a lot into consideration. Whereas framed photographs can have a different effect than going to the site and experiencing the artwork how the artists would have wanted from the audience. 
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