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Assessment component 2: Research literacy – Learning how to read a research paper.






















My chosen research paper is ‘She didn't know how to go back’: School attendance problems in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic—A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals’ – the authors of this article are; Brontë McDonald, Kathryn J. Lester and Daniel Michelson and it was published in 2022. The topic that has been explored in this article relates to problems faced with school attendance due to the Covid-19 pandemic. This particular pandemic resulted in school closures and unexcused absences which have continued to increase since schools have been reopening. 
Whilst reading this article, I have picked out various problems that have been explored throughout. School attendance problems have been more apparent in primary schools which is having a significant impact on individuals school life and well-being. The school life impacts are surrounding grading; poor school attendance has been linked to low academic achievements and pupil drop-outs, which then leads on to unemployment in later life. Mconald, B. Lester, K. Michelson, D. (2022). 
Due to all these factors - a child unable to attend school, parents unable to attend work due to childcare issues, unemployment in later life – there has also been an increase on mental health disorders.
In this study, then research focuses on primary school aged children, the participants of this researched based study are parents of the students and professionals who have worked with the children. The topic in this article in incredibly important within UK health and social care because poor school attendance leaves professional faced with a wide range of problems, like a child’s health, wellbeing and development.
Carrying out this research study will help professionals within the health and social care sector to provide early intervention and support to ensure that there is an improvement in the child’s wellbeing which could then have a positive impact on long term outcomes.

Whilst looking into the article and how the research has been conducted, I can see that there have been multiple questions asked to carry out thorough and accurate research on this very sensitive topic. 
The three questions that were asked to parents of the students or professionals who have worked with them are:
· What are the factors associated with SAPs for primary school-aged children within the context of the COVID-19 pandemic?
· What formal and informal sources of support have been provided to address new/persistent SAPs during and prior to the pandemic, and to what extent have these approaches been effective?
· What other intervention approaches may be helpful for children and families affected by SAPs, and what are the opportunities and potential strategies for implementing these?
The main objectives of these particular questions being asked, in my opinion, are to understand and identify any key factors which are leading to school attendance issues, relating to the COVID-19 pandemic, within the primary school setting, to look at what support has been received and if it has been effective to the situation or not and then finally, to indicate how they can further support and explore ways of managing attendance problems and strategies to help the children prioritise attending school. The overall aim of this is to create a support system in order to improve all aspects of concerns raised.

There are many different ways in which research can be carried out, within this study, the research technique used was qualitative mixed method design; this means that they have combined both qualitative and quantitative research methods.
Qualitative research is a method which involves collecting and analysing non-numerical data to understand concepts, opinions or experiences. Bhandari, P. (2022). This method is often used for a greater understanding of the ongoing problem or to generate new ideas for research. Some of the approaches in collecting qualitative research may include grounded theory, action research and narrative research – they all emphasize diverse aims and outlooks.
Quantitative research is a method which includes collecting and analysing numerical data. This method of research is typically used to produce statistics. Some approaches in collecting quantitative research may be seen through observations or interviews taking place, surveys or secondary research.
Combining both qualitative and quantitative research will result in a mixed method research technique, this technique can be very useful, especially in the healthcare sector. Growth of this method has occurred at a time of internationally increasing complexity in healthcare delivery. Shorten, A. Smith, J. (2017). Mixed methods of research can help draw attention to potential strengths in both qualitative and quantitative methods, allowing the individuals conducting the research to explore differing perspectives.
In the COVID-19 article that I am studying, the research method that was chosen is qualitative mixed-method using two sequential phases of date. Using two sequential phases of data means that data is being collected in two distinct stages, the first stage must be complete before moving onto phase two. In this case, phase one is used to collect and analyse quantitative data that has been collected, whilst phase two is used to follow up any data from phase one with qualitative data to perform an investigation of results gathered.
Primary data is information in which the researcher collects themselves for the first time to answer a specific question relating to their research. Collecting primary data can be very time consuming because the researcher is the one who is responsible for gathering it. They also must make the decision on how to gather the information, whether that would be from a survey, observations, questionnaire, focus groups, etc.
Whereas secondary data is information or research that has already been collected via a different person, potentially for a different purpose. Researchers can use existing data instead of collecting data themselves, many researchers choose to do this because using secondary data is usually a quicker and easier way to analyse a topic, however, it may not always be relevance or accurate.

In this study, the data was collected in two phases. Phase one was completed by providing participants with a qualitative survey to complete, the surveys were completed by 29 parents and 19 professionals, all linked within the primary school sectors. Phase two was completed by the researchers carrying out in-depth qualitative interviews to help explore any issues raised within phase one in greater detail.
The data collected was analysed using the thematic framework analysis. The researchers used a hybrid deductive-inductive approach which combined codes based on the research queries that emerged from the data. This followed the steps of familiarization, identifying, indexing, charting and mapping with interpretation.

The main points I have raised in this report are to explore the topic I am looking at, which is based around school attendance issues related to the COVID-19 pandemic. I have also been looking at why this is related to the health and social aspect to gain a better knowledge of all of the factors and subjects that fall under the health and social sector.
Another important point I have been following up is the different types of research methods that have been used and can be used to analyse data in the future. I have learnt the difference between qualitative and quantitative research methods, whilst also learning that you can, in fact, combine the both to gather even more data and detail from the results. 
The method which I feel will help me in my studies would be the combination of both qualitative and quantitative research, this is because I feel in this particular sector, it is beneficial to have a discussion of a person’s individual experiences as well as having number to collate accurate data.
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