	
	
	



Children abuse and neglect based on case beaby Peter Connelly


What is child abuse
A child abuse occurs when a child is intentionally abused. It may take time but may also be a one-off occurrence. It can be physical, sexual or environmental, it may happen in person or online. It may include neglect, lack of love, care or attention. Domestic Abuse is a dominant, intimidating, threatening or violent behaviour between persons in a relationship. It may cause serious injury to children and young people and being a witness to domestic abuse is a traumatic experience for a child. Regarding domestic abuse, it is worth remembering it may occur inside and outside the home, it may occur over the phone , the internet and social networks. It may occur in any relationship and may continue even after the relationship has ended. Both men and women may be bullied or intimidated (Cattanach, A. 2008).

What is neglect
Neglect is the consistent failure to meet a child's basic needs. It is the most prevalent form of child abuse. A child may be left hungry, dirty or without adequate clothing, protection, oversight or health care. Neglect may put children and young people in harm's way. It may also have long term effects on both their physical and mental wellbeing. Examples of types of neglect include: physical (when a child's basic needs, such as food, clothing or shelter, are not met or not adequately supervised or provided for), educational (when a parent fails to provide education for a child), emotional (when a child is not adequately nurtured or encouraged; this includes ignoring, humiliating, threatening and isolating a child) and medical (when a child does not receive adequate health care, which includes ignoring dental treatment or medical advice). The definitions provided relate to the case that will be presented The Peter Connelly incident was shocking and its tragic ending was an eye-opener for social services and the government, which made numerous changes to children's rights The definitions outlined are related to the case that will be presented The Peter Connelly case was shocking and its tragic ending opened the eyes of social services and the government who made numerous changes to children's rights (Biehal, N. et al. 2011).


Baby P: social work’s story

Tracey Connelly had a son on 1 March 2006 at the age of 25. She met Peter's father while he was 33 and she was just 16. Sadly, three months after the baby was born, the father moved out of the house. Not long after their break-up, Tracey met Steven Barker in a pub. The first sign of abuse was noticed in December 2006, just a month after Barker had moved in. Tracey Connelly, 40, was housed at the Old Bailey in 2009 for having caused or allowing the death of a child. She was convicted and sentenced to at least five years in prison to protect the public. Peter was being tortured to death while she drank and watched some pornography. Though Tracey was sentenced in 2009, she was released on parole in 2013 and then re-arrested for breaching the terms of her parole (Jones, R. 2014).
Tracey Connely  and her mother were arrested on the 19th December for abuse. Three days later, Peter was placed on Haringey's child protection register, but was returned to his mother on the 26th of January, 2007. Tracey had moved into her own home in Tottenham, but social services were unaware that she had moved in with her partner, Barker. In just eight months Peter's injuries included a broken back, broken ribs, cuts to the head, a broken tibia, a torn ear, disfigured fingertips, torn skin from the nose and mouth, lacerations on the neck and a pulled tooth (McShane, J. 2009).
Peter Connelly, also known as Baby P, died at just seventeen months old. He suffered more than 50 injuries despite social services knowing that Peter was at high risk of abuse and neglect, and despite the sixty community, police and health visits carried out over eight months. On 11 December 2006, just a month after meeting Tracey , Steven Barker, moved into the Tracey’s home. When she took her son to a doctor, Peter was referred to the Whittington Hospital in Archway due to the nature of his injuries and the inconsistent history his mother presented to doctors (Jones, R. 2014).
The death of baby p was distressing, but also very tragic. Since Peter, as many as 30 children across the country have died in similar circumstances, mostly at the hands of their parents or carers. What made this case stand out was the mistake made by the Harringay local authority in failing to protect Victoria Climbie three years before Peter’s case. Peter was hospitalised several times for his injuries and was seen more than sixty times by various professionals in the months leading up to his death. Somehow, the boy’s many injuries went unnoticed. Serious and obvious mistakes were made, but Peter’s story raises some important questions about what to expect from government agencies. Does the state subsidise the destructive lives of people who are the offspring of failed state interventions and fuel cycles of dysfunction and dependency? Do more children need to be taken away from families? If so, at what stage? (Shoesmith, S. 2016)
Child protection system in Wales

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2016 became law in April 2016. It defines the legal environment for the provision of social services in Wales. At a local level, District Safeguarding Children Boards coordinate and ensure successful action to safeguard and promote the wellbeing of children. They are accountable for local child protection policies, procedures and arrangements. Each board is made up of the local authority, the chief officer of police, the local health department, NHS Trusts and probation providers located in the Safeguarding Board area.

Section 130 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2016 states that an 'appropriate partner' of the local authority may, if there is a reasonable suspicion that a child is being abused, neglected or otherwise harmed, must be notified. All Welsh health professionals, social workers and teachers are required to report 'known cases' of physical abuse of children to the police (Home Office, 2016). Section 21 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2016 requires local authorities to assess the needs of children where there is a clear need for additional support beyond that provided by the family. In Wales, the Child Protection Register (CPR) is a confidential list of all local children identified as being at risk of abuse, neglect or harm in one or more of the following categories: physical abuse, mental abuse, sexual abuse, economic abuse and neglect (Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board 2020).

The Capital Requirements Regulation provides an opportunity for approved professionals to confirm that a child for whom they are responsible is at risk. Where a child is confirmed for capital requirements regulation, the professional responsible for the child must notify the child's caseworker of any significant events or changes in the child's situation (CRR 2022).
The Children Act 2004 reinforces this by encouraging a working partnership between authorities and increasing accountability. A number of sections have been amended, repealed or replaced by the Social Care and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2016 and the Social Care for Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. This includes requirements for the establishment of local child protection boards in Wales (Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board 2019).
In 2004, the Welsh Government accepted the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) as the foundation for all work relating to children and young people. The Children's Commission for Wales has developed a framework to help children's charities put children's rights at the heart of their decision-making processes.(Children's Commission for Wales, 2021).
To conclude, today children's rights are much better developed by the government; the abusers are severely punished, but looking at the case of Peter Connelly, it is impossible to remain indifferent; this case has shocked millions of people. Today people are more aware of children's rights and are not as indifferent when they see neglect or abuse of children.
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