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File Reference: RR/DE 302026
Date: 30 April 2026
Fee Earner: Teresa Kan
Nature of Attendance: Initial Client Interview 
Time Spent: 20 minutes


Client – Ron Roland 
Relationship to deceased: Brother 
Role: Named Executor
Matter – Estate of Dawn Evans (Deceased) 
Relevant Background: Recently bereaved, limited knowledge of estate assets

Matter

Estate of Dawn Evans (Deceased)

Attendance Summary

This attendance note records the initial client interview with Mr Ron Roland regarding the estate of his late sister, Dawn Evans who died on the 1st of March 2026. The purpose of this meeting was to obtain the relevant information and provide preliminary legal advice concerning the administration of the estate, including executorship, distribution of assets and Inheritance tax liability.

The client confirmed he is keen to ensure that the estate is administered correctly and that Dawn’s wishes are carried out. 

Facts and Information Provided by Client 

Dawn Evans died https://www.gov.uk/inherits-someone-dies-without-willleaving a valid will dated 12th June 2004. It has been confirmed that the will was properly executed in accordance with the Wills Act 1837 and that Dawn Evans had the mental capacity to make a valid will at the time of execution.

Dawn Evans died on 1st March 2026 following an inoperable brain tumour. The client confirmed that although her illness had been known to the family, her death had been a significant emotional loss.

Dawn was divorced from her husband, Colin Evans in 2011 and they had been separated for approximately 15 years at the time of her death. She was survived by her only child Paul Evans aged 45 who has a wife named Helen. They have two children Gail Evans aged 19 and Seren Evans aged 16.

Dawn has a twin sister Carys Knight. Carys has two children, Fiona and Jack Twins aged 36. The client confirmed that Jack died shortly after Dawn having suffered a heart attack, he is survived by his wife but has no children. 

The client confirmed that Carys Knight does not wish to act as executor, and she may formally renounce her role. Mr Roland confirmed he is willing to act as sole executor of the will.

The will appoints three executors, 

· Colin Evans – former spouse 
· Ron Roland – Brother/client
· Carys Knight – Twin Sister. 

The will makes the following gifts:

· A carriage clock to Paul Evans 
· £500 each to Gail and Seren Evans 
· 500 shares in ABC plc to John Roland 

The residuary estate is to be left on trust for the children of Carys Knight who were alive at the time of Dawn’s death and are aged 21 or over. 

Mr Roland confirmed that Dawn owned and resided at 99 Castle Street, Swansea. The property is two-bedroom terraced house, mortgage free, with an approximate value of £250,000.

Mr Roland confirmed that Dawn held a current account with Natwest with an approximate balance of £3000, also savings accounts with HSBC and Santander with approximate combined balance of £15,000. These are approximate figures and supporting documentation will. Be required to confirm the exact balances. 

Dawn also held a life insurance policy with Life Co Limited. He has received confirmation from the insurer that a sum of £10,000 is payable to the personal representatives. Mr Roland confirmed that he holds the policy documentation and can provide a copy if required. 

The client confirmed that Dawn’s personal belongings are estimated to be worth around £2000. 

Dawn held a Marks and Spensers credit card that has an approximate balance of £200. He is unaware of any significant outstanding debts. 

The funeral and reception costs totalled approximately £5100 which Mr Roland paid personally. He also paid for three death certificates but is unsure of the cost. Receipts are available and can be provided if required. 

Further enquiries will be required to confirm the full value of all assets and liabilities.

Issues discussed

Who is entitled to act as executor, how the estate should be distributed, the effect of assets no longer owned at death and whether inheritance tax is payable.


Executors

Where there are executors appointed the authority to administer the estate comes from the will itself. However, a Grant of Probate must be obtained under the Administration of Estates Act 1925 before they are able to deal with the estate assets, including closing accounts and distributing funds. 

In section 18A of the Wills Act 1837 states that divorce revokes any appointment of a former spouse as executor as if the former spouse had died on the date on which the marriage is dissolved or annulled. Therefore, Colin Evans is unable to act as executor. 

The remaining executors are Ron Roland and Carys Knight. Either can apply for probate however it is generally preferred that two executors act jointly to ensure proper administration and reduce risk.

The client confirmed Carys is unwilling to act and Mr Roland is happy to act alone.

Distribution of Gifts 

The will includes gifts of specific items and fixed amounts of money to certain people. These are as follows:

· The gift of the carriage clock to Paul Evans this constitutes a valid specific legacy
· The monetary gifts of £500 to Gail and Seren Evans are valid pecuniary legacies. 
· The gift of shares to John Roland is also a specific legacy 


Doctrine of Ademption 

When a testator makes a specific gift of property which is no longer part of the estate at death, the gift fails this is known as the doctrine of Ademption (LexisNexis, 2026, Re Slater (1907)).

The principle was established in cases like Re Slater (1907), where the court confirmed if the gift is no longer part of the estate at death the beneficiary is not entitled to a substitute asset or monetary equivalent. 

The client confirmed Dawn no longer owned the shares or the clock at the time of her death, those gifts would fail, and no substitute or monetary equivalent will be provided. The client was informed of this.

Residuary Estate 
 
The residuary estate is left on trust for the children of Carys Knight who survive the testatrix and attain the age of 21 years. In doing this creates a contingent trust. 

As Fiona is alive and aged 36 this satisfies both conditions and she can take her share absolutely. As Jack died after Dawn he satisfied the survivorship requirement, and his share will form part of his own estate and will pass according to his will or in the absence of the will under the intestacy rules (GOV.UK,2026).

As Jack left no children the statutory provisions in the Administration of Estates Act 1925 does not apply. 

Inheritance Tax. 

Inheritance tax liability is governed by the Inheritance Tax Act 1984. 

The standard nil rate band (NRB) is £325,000, if the value of the estate exceeds the threshold inheritance tax is payable at 40% on the excess. 

The residence nil rate band provides an additional £175,000 where a property is left to direct descendants. In this case as the property isn’t being passed to direct descendants the residence nil rate band is unlikely to apply. 


Based on the information provided by the client the estate includes property valued at approximately £250,000 bank and savings accounts totalling approximately £18,000, a life insurance policy of £10,000 and personal belongings valued at approximately £2,000 give a total approximate value of £280,000.

Debts and liabilities include a credit card with an approximate balance of £200 and funeral expenses of £5,100 paid for by the client. 

The net estate value is therefore likely to fall within the nil rate band of £325,000 although to determine whether inheritance tax is payable, we would need to obtain a full valuation.

It was explained that funeral expenses are payable from the estate and that he may be reimbursed for the costs he has incurred. 

The client expressed concerns regarding inheritance tax liability and confirmed he does not have the personal funds to meet any liability.

Professional Conduct Considerations  

The solicitor’s duty is owed to the estate as a whole rather than to any individual beneficiary. As Mr Ron Roland is both a relation to a beneficiary and a proposed executor, it is important to ensure that there is no conflict between his personal interests and his duties as executor.  


Proposed Action by Firm

Arrange for Carys Knight to formally renounce executorship, proceed with probate application with Mr Ron Roland as sole executor.

Obtain full valuation of estate assets and liabilities, assess Inheritance Tax liability and apply for grant of probate. 

Mr Roland stated he is happy to receive correspondence via email or post home address is 46, Cunningham Crescent, Cardiff, CF10 1ZX.

Proposed Action by Client 


Provide details of all assets and liabilities and provide financial documentation and property valuation. To allow and accurate estate value to allow us to confirm Inheritance Tax Liability. 


To conclude the estate requires careful consideration of the effect of divorce on executorship, the doctrine of ademption and the correct distribution of the residuary estate. More information is required before the estate can be fully administered. 







Reference List 

Administration of Estates Act 1925

GOV.UK (2026) Who can apply for Probate and Inherit if someone dies without a will. https://www.gov.uk/inherits-someone-dies-without-will (Accessed: 29 March 2026).

Inheritance Tax Act 1984

LexisNexis (2026) Ademption. Available at: https://www.lexisnexis.co.uk/legal/glossary/ademption (Accessed: 29 March 2026). 

Wills Act 1837

Wills Act 1837, s18a

Case List

Re Slater. Slater v Slater (1907) 1 Ch 665
