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Reflective Essay
Reflection on work in seminars
[bookmark: _GoBack]As the majority of this module is focussed on a period of history nearly 2000 years after my own area of study, I felt I was not able to contribute particularly well to class discussions due to a lack of knowledge of the history surrounding the processes/objects we discussed. However, I was interested to learn about the processes involved in the production of historical documents, particularly the process of binding a book. It was interesting to be allowed access to the full archives underneath the library when locating sources for projects, as I have always been fascinated with how archives function and the way objects/books are stored and managed.
I thoroughly enjoyed perusing the different facsimiles, reproductions and original copies of different illuminated manuscripts, as it was interesting to learn about the different ways of illuminating manuscripts and when and why each type was used. I found it entertaining to learn that for a lot of the monks that produced such works, the decoration of page borders was often due to boredom rather than a need to decorate the work. My favourite illuminations, however, were of the fantastical creatures that were depicted by the so-called experts of the time, as quite often they were hilarious misinterpretations of limited information.

Reflection on Student Biography
The aim of my first project was to compile a brief bibliography of a student from the University in 1908, Edwin George Ernest Davies. I found this project challenging at times, as it took time to find the smallest reference to Davies, due to his common surname. Unfortunately, Davies was not especially involved in extra-curricular activities, so unlike the subjects of many of my peers’ projects, there was very little information about Davies outside of official records such as residency, graduation, and examination records.
The primary sources I used for this project included the University Archives’ student records, examination results book, bursary scheme records, residence list, graduates register and bill sheets. The extensive collection of records held by the University for this time period made for interesting research, and I enjoyed the project thoroughly. I was also able to make use of resources outside of the University, such as local newspaper online archives, the National Archives online collection (which provided me with information regarding Davies’ military service), the Lampeter War Memorial (which provided a brief biography of Davies), the Keble College Roll of Honour at Oxford University (which provided a brief biography of Davies’ time there), and the online archives of Ancestry.com. Of these other sources, I found the most useful to be Ancestry.com, as I was able to use the Census records from 1891, 1901 and 1911, as well as birth and death (wills) records to build a picture of what Davies’ family life was like. I was able to determine that he had two brothers, and following the death of his father in 1901, they went to live with his uncle.
During the completion of this project, I feel that I learned several new skills, including how to use and reference resources from an archive, which I have not had cause to do before now in any of my other modules at this University. It was also interesting to learn how to use the online archives of Ancestry.com, as I learned a lot more about Davies’ family that I had expected to.
I found the most useful and significant resources to be Ancestry.com and the University Archives, as they provided me with the most in-depth information about Davies which formed the bulk of my biography.

Reflection on Book Biography
The aim of my second project was to research and compile a biography of a book in the University Archives’ holdings from the 17th Century. I found this project to be my favourite of the three assignments this year, as I thoroughly enjoyed the analysis of the book itself and learning about how the book would have been made, printed and bound, as well as the research into the previous owners of the book, two of whom led extraordinary lives. I was challenged to find adequate information regarding several of the book’s owners however, as they were only identifiable through a handwritten signature, which provided very little information as to the identity of the owner. Even those that I was able to identify were not always listed in peerage lists, and so may have been ordinary citizens who were not particularly famous for any great deeds but may well have led interesting lives nonetheless. Despite my disappointment at only being able to find information on three of the book’s seven owners, I feel that had I been able to find information on every owner of the book, I would have been severely challenged to keep my assignment within the allocated word count.
The primary sources I used for this project were the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (ODNL), the book itself from the University Archives, and Burke and Burke’s “A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the Extinct and Dormant Baronetcies of England” from 1841. Burke and Burke’s book was very brief in the information it provided on the book’s original owner, Sir William Soame, the High Sherriff of Suffolk, so I found it difficult to stretch this information into a substantial biography. I found the resources from the ODNL considerably more substantial and was able to write a much more in-depth biography of the other two owners I was able to identify: Charles Cornwallis, the First Marquess Cornwallis (1738-1805), and David E. Davy (1769-1851), a local historian and collector from the county of Suffolk. Judging from the dates of their lives, I was able to hazard a guess that the book came into the ownership of Davy immediately following the death of Charles Cornwallis. The book itself was a publication of two sermons preached by the Vicar of Mendlesham, Will Smyth, and was presented to Sir William Soame upon his request. The first part of the book biography was an analysis of the physicality and bibliography of the book, which I found challenging, as I had never attempted such a task before, and was amazed to find that there were so many different aspects to the book that made up a bibliography description.
I feel that I again learned several new skills during the completion of this project, in particular how to analyse and identify different aspects of the book that when put together provided invaluable information about the book’s provenance. I have never been required to write a bibliographical description of a book in this manner, which I really enjoyed learning how to do, as I am considering a potential career in the archiving/curating line of work, so such skills may prove to be invaluable. I also learned how to trace the ownership of the book, using a combination of tracing lineage/peerage and identifying coats of arms along with identifying monikers.
I found the most significant of my resources to be the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, as it provided the largest portion of information in my project, which allowed me to get a better picture of the lives of two of the most prominent of the book’s owners. The information provided about Charles Cornwallis was particularly substantial, and I found it difficult at times to decide how much of the information was pertinent to my project.

Reflection on Presentation
The aim of my final project was to give a ten-minute presentation about the development of colour pigments in the 19th century. For this presentation, I was required to select three images from a source in the University Archives, for which I chose three facsimiles of Ancient Mexican artwork from the collected volumes “Antiquities of Mexico” by Lord Kingsborough. This project was interesting, yet the most challenging of all of the assignments, as I found it extremely difficult to find sources of information about the development of colour pigments without buying the books myself to only find a single chapter in the book on the subject, as this is not a subject generally covered at this campus, so I was unable to find any physical books in the library that would aid me. Fortunately, I have been able to access two articles from the site Academia.edu, which I have found invaluable in formulating this presentation.
For this presentation, I used two main articles, as well as my own observations of Lord Kingsborough’s facsimiles. Of the two articles I used, the information presented by Barnett, Miller and Pearce in their work on “Colour and Art: A Brief History of Pigments” to be the most useful, as it described in great detail the different pigments that were invented, as well as the processes by which they were discovered, and by whom. The second article used, which was written by Barros de Santosa and Cruz, was focussed solely on the development of blue and purple pigments, and so was able to build upon the information provided by Barnett et al.
The skills that I was able to develop further during this project were my ability to present limited information in a creative and engaging manner, and my time awareness/management skills. In particular, the ability to creatively expand upon the limited information found on the subject served me well in this assignment, as I was concerned about my capability of finding enough information to fill a ten-minute presentation, though when I rehearsed and timed myself, I found that I had produced sufficient information, which I hope came across in the presentation in class.
As I have already mentioned, the most useful of my sources was the article by Barnett et al, as it provided a better overview of many different colours developed in the 19th Century, unlike Barros de Santosa and Cruz, whose scope was considerably more limited, and therefore more limited in use. I found that I was able to identify some of the pigments used in the facsimiles by Lord Kingsborough through the descriptions and colours given by Barnett et al, so I was able to accurately use the images I had chosen to demonstrate my chosen subject.

Reflection on Required Reading
As part of this module, I was required to complete reading of certain articles and books to aid in my understanding of the subject. As this module was completely new to me and was very far outside the scope of all other modules I have completed while studying for my degree, I felt that reading these would give me a good base line of knowledge to build upon in class. Unfortunately, due to time constraints of a busy schedule thanks largely to time taken up completing my dissertation, I feel as though I was unable to dedicate the amount of time I had planned on reading further around this subject, as the articles I did read were very interesting. In particular, I found that the books by Emmison, Hodgson and Iredale served as an incredibly insightful introduction to archives, particularly Iredale, whose appropriately titled “Enjoying Archives” was very useful.
In terms of background reading for the seminars on Illuminated Manuscripts, I found that I was not able to read as many of them as I’d have liked, as I found myself getting too engrossed in John Harthan’s book An Introduction to Illuminated Manuscripts, rather than attempting to read a little from each of the recommended books. Fortunately I feel that I chose a useful book to become enamoured with, as it provided an excellent overview to the subject.
I was not able to find time to read the two articles on bookbinding, which I am rather disappointed in, as that was one of my favourite seminars, however I re-watched the video we were shown in class, which provided me with some insight into the process.
I did not particularly find the books on the Early Modern Printed Book that engaging, as I preferred the way that the illuminated manuscripts were handwritten, and I feel that moving to the printed books lost some of the personality and care that was shown in the earlier manuscripts. I also found that as many of the books were about medical procedures and anatomy, it became rather monotonous, and I would have preferred to find a wider variety of subjects if I had dedicated more time to a search.
Overall, I wish that I had dedicated more time to require reading, as the readings I completed were interesting, and I would have enjoyed learning more and reading more around the subject. Now that I have completed all of the work for my other modules, including my dissertation, I would like to take a bit more time to read around this subject, as I am hoping to apply for a few different Master’s Degrees that involve some element of archiving, either as a standalone degree, or as part of a heritage/curating degree. I have been inspired and my interest captured by the management of such archives, and it was fascinating to get a glimpse of the different aspects involved in the study of archives and archived materials.
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