Essay Writing Frame with Explanation
Essay Title
Introduction – 4 main elements.  
Consider your reader and set them up to enjoy a well-made argument. Try to write at least a working intro and thesis first that can be revised later. It will guide your argument and drive the writing. 
· Background and context 
· Set the boundaries of the essay – location, period, focus. Define any terms (but avoid dictionary definitions).
· Issues and contentions
· Unpack and problematize the question or title. Explain why the answer may not be as simple as it first appears. Look at it from different perspectives.
· Thesis statement
· This is your argument - how you are going to answer the question. Try to keep it to one sentence. Take time to get this right – it will guide your whole essay. Devise a working thesis if necessary and revise it as you develop your position. Make it clear; do not make your reader go looking for it.
· Roadmap
· Set out the coverage of the writing. Be specific not general. Identify the case studies and primary sources used. Name the key scholars or theorists you rely on.



[bookmark: _GoBack]. Name your key scholars and theorists These are the points of argument you want to make in your essay. They are statements that lead the paragraphs. Avoid references to scholarship.
- Write them first to create a skeleton argument.
- Finish each paragraph by adding evidence (scholarship and sources), explanations and linking them with your thesis or essay title.




Main Body
Use paragraphs to construct your argument – One point per paragraph. 
Create paragraphs with the structure P.E.E.L. – POINT, EVIDENCE, EXPLAIN, LINK.
· Point
· Point
· Point
· Point

Conclusion – 3 main elements
· Revisit your thesis statement.
· Summarise the points of argument you made.
· These will be the first sentences of each paragraph. Simply reword them and line them up.
· Finish with an evaluative comment.
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