Lee Perkins 	Study Skills	1711094
Excercise Six
The Cenotaph of Marcus Caelius
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is evident that the cenotaph of Marcus Caelius is an important historical artefact, as many historians and scholars refer to it in their work when they are discussing Roman history. With scholars discussing the cenotaph in a range of subjects within Roman history, I will briefly give a few examples of this.
In Roman warfare it is not always possible to retrieve the bodies of fallen soldiers and in many cases, it stole the opportunities for Roman soldiers to be given some customary burials.[footnoteRef:1] With this being said, Valerie Hope mentions in her work that there has been clear evidence found that in some cases, cenotaphs had been erected to honour the dead, one example being a cenotaph set up by the brother of fallen centurion Marcus Caelius, who had died in battle and his body never returned.[footnoteRef:2] Michele George describes how the cenotaph of Marcus Caelius was an extremely rare and unique find, as this cenotaph is the earliest known example of any soldier being presented with his liberti.[footnoteRef:3] 
Peter Wells describes the importance of inscriptions in his book, The Barbarians Speak. He mentions how the use of inscriptions were an extremely valuable trait the Romans had, as it gave them the ability to document information such as military strength, enemy movements and tomb stone inscriptions. The example of the cenotaph belonging to Marcus Caelius a perfect case for this.[footnoteRef:4]
Scholars from different backgrounds and areas of expertise often refer to this artefact, and with the examples I have given, I believe I have briefly shown different types and areas of uses scholars have had on this topic.    [1:  Hope 2003:88-89]  [2:  Ibid ]  [3:  George 2013 180-182]  [4:  Wells 1999 67] 
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