Production Design: 
Lecture 1 – From early German cinema to the Italian Western (1920-1966)
Breakout exercises
These exercises accompany ‘Production Design Lecture 1 – From Early German cinema to the Italian Western’. They are intended to enable students to get the most out of the lectures through activity-based learning. Please use the lecture notes and online resources contained within them in conjunction with these exercises.

1. The Art Department
2. The Title Sequence – North by Northwest (Hitchcock, 1959)
3. Designing for Genre – The ‘Dollars Trilogy’ (Leone, 1964-1966)

 



















Exercise: The Art Department
Make a note of the ‘family tree’ contained in ‘Who’s Who in the Movie Credits’ then answer the following questions:
What are the four separate departments within the Art Department?
Who does the production designer work for?
Does the Special Effects (SFX) department belong in Production or Postproduction?
Does the Visual Effects (VFX) department belong in Production or Postproduction?

(‘Who’s Who in the Movie Credits’ (from 17:40 ‘The Art Department’ and 22:37 ‘Postproduction’): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CutWL8Al61E)

Exercise: The Title Sequence

What is the function of the title sequence in North by Northwest
How does it establish and contribute to the look of the film?
How do the design elements, e.g. font, graphics, work with the music?

(Title sequence: https://www.artofthetitle.com/title/north-by-northwest/)


Exercise: Designing for Genre

Picture the set of a western during production. Make a list of the sets, properties (props), costumes, and hair and makeup of this imaginary, generic western? You can make a drawing of the set if this helps your visualisation.


(For a Few Dollars More (1965) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k7Awv1n438I)
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