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“Inclusive education is essential because through extending our imaginations into another person’s world whose experiences, we may not share, we learn to empathise and connect. Those are skills worth teaching our young people.” –( Mike Armiger)(Twitter)(2018).

Inclusion
Inclusive education is education including everyone, with non-disabled and disabled students, including those with special education requirements, learning together in schools, colleges and universities. This entails that the system must adapt to include disabled people, they should not have to adapt to the system. The education system must realise that it creates barries for disabled learners, so if parts of the schools, colleges and universities are inaccessible, the students may require adaptions and support in order to access the curriculum. We as educators and people can adopt inclusive practices to change our attitudes and methods to ensure all learners can access the right education so that all students can get the right support to help them achieve their potential, while feeling welcomed and valued. When education is truly inclusive it can benefit all learners and not just disabled learners. 
When talking about disability, we must talk about the two models, which are, the medical model and the social model, with the medical model, disability lies with the individual and it’s the individual that must be changed. In the social model, disability lies not with the individual but with society, society must change to accommodate disabled people's requirements. We could all agree that the social model in the model that makes the most sense, being disabled should be seen as a normal part of the spectrum of human life, as society we should expect disabled people to be in education. The social model works much better for disabled people because it gives the same opportunities in education, employment and social lives as everyone else. 
Inclusion is not just about including the people who struggle with impairments, inclusion is a basic right of everyone, and its objective should be to embrace everyone regardless of their race, gender, age, disability, religious beliefs and sexual orientation. When we achieve true inclusion, it should make everyone feel supported in whatever environment they are in. Being inclusive is about how we structure schools, classrooms and lessons, so that students can learn to participate together, being inclusive is also respecting all backgrounds and cultures, an inclusive learning experience can only be achieved when all students feel a part of the school community. This can only happen when there are open and honest discussions about differences and understanding about the students' abilities and background. 
Everyone has the right to education, just because it’s accessible, is does not mean it’s inclusive, and on a global scale more than sixty-five million children with disabilities and low-and middle-income countries are not in school. These countries face many barriers to receiving education including inaccessible schools, poor teaching materials, prejudice and discrimination from teachers and bullying from peers. It seems on a global scale, we are facing a learning crisis, not only are children out of education, but once they get in school they are failing to learn. Children with disabilities are experiencing lower levels of enrolment, attainment and literacy, these attainment levels between the children with disabilities and children without are growing, and children with disabilities are being left behind. The problem they have here is not there is not enough investment, and the governments of these countries see inclusive education as costly and citing resource constraints. However, the cost to the economy and health sectors do create arguments for the investment in education that promotes inclusion for all students. 
“The importance of inclusive education is set out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Agenda 2030), which places emphasis on quality and learning.4 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 promises to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education” and “promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.” (The agenda), (2030)
There are a range of barriers that affect education and the influencer to have an impact on a child's education, for children in low-and middle-income countries the examples are as follows,
Poverty: This is a significant cause for exclusion from school for students, students with disabilities experience higher levels of poverty and so higher levels of exclusion from school than students without disabilities. The cost of education fees, textbooks, devices(maybe) and transport can put the parents off sending their children to school, therefore damaging the right for their child to be educated.
Low expectations: When children with disabilities are in school, there are negative attitudes that children with disabilities are incapable of learning, this can affect their outcomes and then lead to early dropout rates. These low expectations can mean the students get little attention, thus also affecting the student's confidence. 
Teaching quality: High quality teachers, classroom assistants are in short supply and in these poorer countries the average teacher pay has fallen relative to other professions. Many teachers have not been trained on inclusive classroom practices or are they given the teaching materials to gain the experience on teaching children with disabilities. 
Bullying and harm: In many schools, children with disabilities are often excluded from friendship groups, they are nearly twice as likely to receive bullying and violence towards them compared to a child without a disability with girls being at a higher risk. Bullying in schools or just the fear of it, can be a massive issue for these children. 
When speaking of inclusion, there is another topic to be searched, the topic of girls with disabilities. Girls with disabilities have lower literacy rates than all children, and although many girls start primary school, their likelihood of competing it remains low. As girls move into adolescence, gender disparities widen, and the restrictive social norms about where they fit into society come into play. Girls with disabilities are at a higher risk of bullying and violence leading to the parents opting not to send them to school. 
The UK has a lot of obligations under the international human rights laws:
· UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (ratified by the UK in 1991)
· UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (ratified in 1986)
· International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ratified in 1976)
· International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ratified in 1969)
· UNESCO Convention against discrimination in education
These legislations protect the right to an inclusive education for all students.
But do we make inclusion successful? defining inclusive education can be described in many ways but the most authoritative come from the United Nations treaties such as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Incheon Declaration. According to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN 2016), inclusive education means:
·  A fundamental right to education
·  A principle that values students’ wellbeing, dignity, autonomy, and contribution to society
·   A continuing process to eliminate barriers to education and promote reform in the culture, policy, and practice in schools to include all students. (UN), (2016)
We all must take care as educators to see the potential in every child and student, we must not get sucked in the forms of labelling and be careful not to socially exclude anyone. Improving the self-confidence of students is paramount, which is why increased engagement with peers of their own age will improve their social skills, creating friendships is vitally important even between the typical students. Having these shared interactions can improve can help with the basics of social interactions and would increase social inclusion in schools. An inclusive education will make students, and society, more aware of the needs of disabled students. However, this will only occur when mainstream students engage and learn with students with an impairment, will we have a fully understanding society. In order to achieve successful inclusion education needs to break away from teachers ‘Teaching for the test’ and stop judging with a great emphasis on success of grades. Students with disabilities deserve credits for developing skills so that they too can get a sense of achievement and to their families, who acknowledge the hard work and effort put in by the student at school. 

Equality and Equity 

“Equality is not a concept. It's not something we should be striving for. It's a necessity. Equality is like gravity. We need it to stand on this earth as men and women, and the misogyny that is in every culture is not a true part of the human condition. It is life out of balance, and that imbalance is sucking something out of the soul of every man and woman who's confronted with it. We need equality. Kinda now.”
― Joss Whedon
“Anger should be especially kept down in punishing, because he who comes to punishment in wrath will never hold that middle course which lies between the too much and the too little. It is also true that it would be desirable that they who hold the office of Judges should be like the laws, which approach punishment not in a spirit of anger but in one of equity.”
― Johannes Voet
Even if you search the words equality and equity, you may come away thinking that they are the same thing, equity is dealing fairly and equal with all those concerned, and equal is the same amount or quantity as another. However, the two words can be used interchangeably, equality has to do with giving everyone the same resources, while equity involves distributing those resources based on the needs of the recipients. 

To put this inti an educational context, in an equal environment, all learners would be given the resources they need like textbooks and the technology to be able to learn. In an equitable environment, students would also be given the support they need to achieve their goals. What this would mean is the teacher giving extra time to those students who need it most, giving them extra time to do assignments. At first look this does not seem fair, but it is equitable, what you are doing is creating an environment where all students have equal access to succeed in education, equity is fair, it creates equality. 
Barriers to Achieving Equity 
· Race and Ethnicity  
· Poverty 
· Access to Quality Teachers  
· Family Crisis  
· Hunger 
· Lack of Stability in Home 
· Abuse 
· Homeless 
· English as a Second Language  
It’s important to understand that students come from diverse backgrounds and have different needs. The idea that all students should be in the exact same classroom doing the exact same thing is ancient. It’s important to be mindful of the barriers listed above and recognize the signs of them. Equity in schools is the answer to supporting every student, not just those from disadvantaged backgrounds. It’s been proven that when individual students receive the support and resources they need to succeed, it positively impacts the classroom and school environment. Not only that, but the importance of equity extends to the broader society.  
On the surface of it, equity positively impacts academic achievement. Schools with the smallest achievement gaps between demographics have the highest overall test scores. This means that when the most disadvantaged student scores improve, scores for students from more privileged backgrounds improve too. When schools are mindful of different backgrounds and provide the right resources, all students are prepared to learn and help each other succeed. More importantly, there is a positive impact on Social Emotional Development. Being equipped to promote diversity and provide for students from all backgrounds makes for an environment where students feel comfortable and have better emotional regulation. Surrounding communities benefit from equity as well. It’s linked to stronger social cohesion, meaning that individuals connect with each other better and are more compassionate.   
Knowing the difference between equity and equality is the first step to creating a classroom where every child can succeed. From there, educators can take steps to better address the challenges faced by struggling students.
Here are six things to be mindful of when promoting equity in your classrooms and communities.  
· Every child has different and unique needs. Evaluate the barriers your students may face and intervene with support resources. 
· Create a classroom environment where every student has a voice and feels heard. Encourage them to use their voice.  
· Keep parents and families engaged and maintain open communication.  
· Flex your routines: Remember that 1-size lessons do not fit all. Be willing to flex or set aside your well-laid plans to individualize instruction. It’s not always convenient but it’s right.  
· Make it safe to fail. When a child feels shame about his/her learning gaps, he/she will hide behind quiet compliance or acting out. In an equitable classroom, struggle and failure are normalized and celebrated. 
· Integrate diversity and inclusion activities as well as lessons against prejudice into your curriculum so every student feels like he/she belongs. Embrace cultural differences and value all.  
The Impact of Inequity in Education
Equity in education is necessary for economic mobility. Without it, the economy will suffer from an achievement gap between groups in society. Because some students aren't prepared to achieve their working potential, it creates income inequality, which, in turn, forms a wealth gap.
Parents on the lower-wealth tiers can't afford to send their children to the expensive, quality schools that those on higher tiers can. This contributes to structural inequality, where the institutions themselves contribute to inequality. As a result, inequity in education means that a society loses the income and economic output potential of the lower-income tiers. That slows economic growth for everyone. So, in turn, the equity we have in education the better off the whole economic scale would be. 
One area where education is unequal is the catchment areas, is it fair for parents to have to move to these great catchment areas with higher house prices and break the bank in order to get them. What we need to think about is the problem in the first place, it is equal that schools get ranked? they should all be getting the same resources, students should be getting an equal education, the differences between one school and another are often small, but parents see those small differences as an excuse to their child not getting the education they want. The distance between one good catchment area and another can be based on a few feet depending on where you are living, and the house prices can soar depending on that few feet. Equality in education does not just mean in education, it can an impact the whole area you live in, if schools were unranked and all had the same funding and resources then the social and economic well-being of every community would function much better.
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