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	What do you consider are the best aspects of this piece of work?
Hopefully it meets the learning outcomes

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
[bookmark: _GoBack]More references, and time. This last few weeks have involved trips to the doctor and x-rasy on my chest and ribs which I am still waiting for the results of, so unfortunately, my essays have had to take a bit of a back seat. 

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
Submitting it









Critically explore the key influences on the social (re)production of individual and group identities. In your answer explore in-depth how ONE of the following labels might adversely affect the social reproduction of inequalities.
· Poverty

This essay will explore the social reproduction of poverty in society. It will start by examining what is meant by the term social reproduction and where the concept came from. It will then go on to explore Howard Becker’s labelling theory and discuss why society feels the need to label individuals and groups, while examining how a label can negatively impact upon an individual or group of individuals. The essay will discuss poverty in Britain at the moment and explain the difference between relative poverty and absolute poverty. It will then examine three factors that are key influences in the cycle of poverty: Education, the attitudes of society, and old age.


Social Reproduction

Social reproduction is a phrase that refers to the process by which aspects of society are transferred from one generation to the next. It ensures that the social structure self-perpetuates over time. The concept of social reproduction was initially discussed by the philosopher and political theorist Karl Marx, in his 1867 papers, Das Kapital, an analysis of capitalist society (Jessop, 2008).

Pierre Bourdieu (1930 – 2002) was born in southern France and studied philosophy at the Ecole Normale Superieure University in Paris. He was a successful academic writer who wrote over 25 books during his career as well as over 300 essays and articles during his career, by the end of his life in 2002, was thought of as one of the most significant theorists in the world (Macey, 2000). Bourdieu believed that were four different types of capital that were responsible for social reproduction in society. These are: Cultural capital, financial capital, social capital and human capital. Many individuals can be lacking in more than one of these capitals.

Howard Becker created his labelling theory in 1963, the term is used to describe an individual or group of people, in a word or short, snappy sentence. It attempts to explain how an individual’s behaviour and sense of identity can be influenced by the terms that others use to describe them (Chegg, 2017). The theory suggests that if you label a person in a certain way, then eventually that is how they will identify themselves, and their manner and behaviour will reflect the labels that they have been given by society. The repercussions of being labelled are usually negative as people tend to have preconceptions and biases against them purely based on their labels.
Sadly, according to the Equality Act 2010, poverty is still not considered to be a protected characteristic (Legislation.gov.uk, 2010) Families and individuals living in poverty are often unable able to afford to heat their homes or having enough money to be able to pay their rent. Living in poverty means facing discrimination and marginalisation due to financial circumstances. The continual stress that it can cause often leads to difficulties that deny people the chance to fully take part in society. It means beginning each day facing insecurity, doubt, and difficult decisions about money (Minujin and Nandy, 2012).
Absolute poverty refers to families and individuals who lack the basic physiological needs that human beings need to survive, these include food, water, shelter, warmth etc (Maslow, cited in  Giddens, 2006).
Overall poverty is a concept defined by the United Nations in 1995 as the lack of resources and the necessary income ensure a sustainable livelihood and avoid hunger or malnutrition. The lack of resources also limits the access to a suitable education. Individuals and families living in overall poverty are at risk of unsuitable housing and homelessness as well as facing social discrimination and or exclusion. Overall poverty is an issue in all countries, mass poverty is widespread in developing countries but there are still pockets of overall poverty existing in developed countries (Mack, 2016).

Relative poverty is more dependent on the individual. The term is used to describe a situation where families or individuals lack the minimum income necessary to sustain the average standard of living, compared with those around them (JRF 2017). Because of this, the thresholds for relative poverty varies from country to country, and can even vary between neighbourhoods. A good example of relative poverty could be if a family have all their basic needs met, but are unable to afford an iPhone for their teenager daughter, even though all of her friends have one.

One of the key influences in the social reproduction of poverty is lack of education, unfortunately, for most living in poverty, a quality education is at best doubtful, and without a decent education, a good career is unlikely to follow. Unfortunately, children who come from disadvantaged backgrounds have a tendency to achieve less academically than those who come from more wealthy families (Macey, 2000). Childhood poverty has a major impact on both the attainment level and the educational experience of countless children in the UK. The achievement gap that exists between pupils from poorer, more disadvantaged backgrounds and others has reduced slightly, but the gap between poorer and wealthier backgrounds is narrowing very slowly (Ward and Eden 2009). Furthermore, there is a stronger connection between the social background of parents and children’s academic achievements in England than in many other rich countries. By the time that they are three years old, children from poorer backgrounds are estimated to be up to nine months behind children who come from more wealthy backgrounds. Department for Education statistics say that by the time they finish primary school, pupils who receive free school meals are expected to be nearly three terms behind their peers who come from more affluent backgrounds. By the time they are 14 years of age, they are more than five terms behind academically. By the time they reach 16 years of age, children receiving free school meals attain 1.7 grades lower at GCSE level (Child poverty action group, 2017). It can be hard to understand the difference in opportunities at school leaving between wealthy and poor pupils, particularly when, in theory, every child in Britain has the right to a decent education, unfortunately however, children from more affluent families and areas have had a head start, as well as many helping hands along the way. More affluent parents have more than likely had a good education themselves, making it easier for them to help with homework and projects, unlike more deprived parents, who, event in the unlikely event that they have the free time to try to help, may not have even finished secondary school themselves (Schools week, 2017). Add to this the fact that more well off parents are able to hire tutors to help with extra tuition and we soon begin to see why wealthier children achieve better grades. Another major factor is the schools themselves. Wealthy families have a choice of good schools, whether they choose to go private or simply move or travel to a good state school. Poorer, more deprived children are forced to go to the closest ones, regardless of the school ratings and quality of teaching (Bbc, 2017a).
Student who received free school meals are not even half as likely as their more well-off peers to go on to higher education (the independent, 2016). While the number of university places offered to more well off students is continually rising, the number of places offered to those from a low income background has remained slowed drastically in the last year. This is likely to be due to the unpopular decision taken by the conservative government to scrap maintenance grants for students from low income families. Although the maintenance grants have been replaced by the option of a higher loan (Gov.uk, 2017b) it is still a big factor in the decision made by some pupils not to go to university. On a more positive note, however after reading a recent UCAS report Universities and Science Minister Jo Johnson believes that individuals from under privileged backgrounds are now a third more likely to go on to higher education than in 2010 (bbc, 2017b)
Even if they are offered and accept a place at university, poorer students are at a disadvantage. Most must find jobs that fit around their lectures to supplement their student loans, as their parents would be unlikely to be able to help out financially (The telegraph, 2015). This means less time for studying and socialising, which is often essential for networking and making useful contacts for the future.
In this day and age, a good level of education or training, usually a degree is an essential for many jobs. Many people find that even if they are able secure to employment without one it will be a role with low wage and very little prospect for promotion. There has been a rise in recent years in people returning to higher education as mature students, having been told by employers that regardless of their experience and skills, if they want to progress at work then they will have to get a degree. Unfortunately for many workers, especially those with families or responsibilities, a return to education is not realistic. This means that they are forced to stay at the bottom of the career ladder, on a low income for another generation of families and individuals living in poverty.
Another key influence in the reproduction of poverty is the attitudes held by society. There are measures being put in place to attempt to lift families out the cycle of poverty, for example the thirty hours free childcare (Gov.uk, 2017a) and raising the living wage, but there is nothing that can be done to change peoples attitudes. People make instant judgements and prejudgements. Again, this is somewhere more affluent families have a head start in life, a designer suit or handbag, along with a high-class accent will open many doors. The attitudes of the public are further exasperated by the very powerful media (Flew 2007), almost every week there are shocking articles from various national newspapers with headlines such as ‘REVEALED: How the Uk’s most notorious scroungers spend OUR cash’ (daily star, 2016), ‘Scandal of the 80,000 alcohol and drug addicts on sickness benefits’ (Mail online, 2011). These are the sort of headlines that make society look down on those who are in need of extra support from the state. This is where the labels that individuals can be very powerful, once someone is labelled in a particular way, it is very difficult for the individual to distance themselves from that label.
A good example of this could be: during childhood, it is not unheard of for children and teenagers take part in activities such as breaking windows, skipping school etc. In affluent areas, this behaviour could be considered by adults to be a natural part of growing up. In deprived areas, however this kind of behaviour could be considered as borderline juvenile delinquency, behaviour that must be nipped in the bud before the children develop into full blown criminals.
Another time in life where the reproductions of poverty are felt is in old age. At this stage of life, an individuals financial position can make a huge difference to their quality of life (Age uk, 2017). As people are living longer, the amount of care that they need grows. For those who are well off and have had good, stable income during their working life, their working pension helps a lot towards paying for carers, and sometimes even a nice private retirement home. For those who have been on a lower income during their working lives, it is a very different situation, they are usually forced to rely on the government to pay for carers to come round and tend to their needs, who in contrast to the private carers, are usually over worked with little time to spend with each person. If they do get to point where they need residential care, it is usually in a council run nursing home. If the elderly person is lucky enough to own their own home, once they need residential care, then the property is sold to pay for their care (United Nations). This means that properties are not being passed down through the family, and, as for many people, inheritance is their only chance of owning a property, the cycle of poverty continues.
To conclude, social reproduction is still a very real issue in society, as we have seen in this essay, the very fact that an individual is considered to be living in poverty is enough of a barrier to keep them in poverty, as well as to pass that burden on to the future generations. Although the government and charities have been attempting to limit poverty in the UK, there is still a long way to go before the social reproductions of inequality due to poverty are eradicated.
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