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Opportunity theory further attempted to explain why varying forms of delinquent subculture were evidenced in different areas. The explanation went on to focus on how different communities used legitimate and illegitimate means to obtain success.
Opportunity theory has suggested that those youths who couldn’t obtain success through legitimate means would form gangs.
Three types of category have been identified:
· The crime-orientated gang: juvenile gang whose main activities were stealing. Often located in areas where there are high levels of crime, with adult criminals acting as role models towards youths.

· The conflict gang: Apparent in socially disorganised neighbourhoods where there is a lack of restraint towards youth behaviour. Criminal opportunity is lacking (in comparison to crime-oriented gangs) and delinquency often takes the form of gang warfare.

· Retreatism: This can apply to those who have not achieved success in society choose to reject society’s values, often characterised by drug-taking.
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Cheetham Hill gang behind £2m drugs conspiracy
given prison sentences totalling more than halfa
century

Manchester Crown Court heard how the six men and two women were part of plots to buy and sell drugs in bulk
By Chris Osuh
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