ECAD4014 assignment

Targets
	What do I need to improve?
	What have I done to improve it?

	Engage with an even wider range of literature and double-check your referencing technique for accuracy. Please see the Harvard referencing handbook here: Referencing handbooks | UWTSD Intranet along with information in the InfoSkills section of the Library's webpages to find out more about searching for relevant literature.
	I have done further research and improved my Hardvard referencing.

	Continue to work on your previous targets of identifying barriers, limitations and a range of strategies in your work.
· To develop my critical thinking and identify barriers and limitations to ideas shared.
· To give an advanced application of a range of strategies that could be used to overcome challenges.
	I have tried to include this throughout my essay.

	Make greater use of tentative language and check your use of the apostrophe. You may find this website helpful: How to check your apostrophes are correct - BBC Bitesize
	I have tried to improve my understanding of the different uses of an apostrophe.



Demonstrate how cross curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material.

Learning in the present day means providing a cross-curricular education to enable holistic learning for pupils. The impact of this helps pupils gauge a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of the topics learned (Watson ,2014, pp. 9-37). By creating these opportunities within the classroom, for the pupils, it enables them to reach their full potential. Even though integrating cross-curricular links into learning has been claimed to have positive outcomes (PlanBee, n.d.), there are also some drawbacks to this style of teaching. It is difficult for educators to mark assessments (Barnes, 2011) and furthermore there is no national guidance as every school create and provide their own curriculum (Morris, 2015). Cross-curricular learning in Wales has made teachers plan lessons whilst simultaneously inter-weaving aspects of the literacy, numeracy and digital competency frameworks (Estyn, 2018). Teachers also link their lessons by using the 6 Areas of Learning and Experiences (AoLEs) (Welsh Government, 2022). At School X (identity of school is anonymous for privacy) they crossed over expressive arts and humanities whilst also using their digital competency skills to design mosaic crosses using an app on the class tablets. They then used the pupil's artwork to create a colourful display within the classroom. By using cross curricular learning in the classroom, in ways like the lesson stated above, it helps improve children's understanding of technology and how it can be used. Especially if teachers can incorporate digital competency skills into lessons, it helps prepare the pupils for the rapidly growing world of technology (McCain, 2023) that they will be a part of once they leave school in the future. Therefore, using cross curricular skills to incorporate digital skills into the learning within the classroom and out of the classroom, is very beneficial. By constantly building on these skills, it creates confident digital citizens, who are able to interact and collaborate digitally, whilst also producing digital work and can handle data while using their problem-solving skills (Welsh Government, 2018). Within the digital competency framework, there are four subheadings: Citizenship; Interacting and collaborating; producing and data and computational thinking (Welsh Government, 2019). Under these headings, they provide information on each of the different progression steps.  By using these progression steps, it helps gauge where each pupil is, giving a guided route of how they can achieve their best (Welsh Government, 2019). To summarise my points, the implementation of cross curricular education in schools promotes all aspects of learnings whilst acquiring a further and more in-depth knowledge of the topics at hand. Despite the apparent difficulties surrounding how the assessments should be carried out and marked between the different schools, this approach does prepare pupils for the digital era. This essay will explore the impact of cross curricular lessons in more depth, while also being supported by examples and further research. Within the current Welsh curriculum, primary educators must follow the three frameworks. These are known as the literacy framework, the numeracy framework and the digital competency framework (hwb.gov.wales, n.d.). The main goal of these frameworks is to help each school develop their own curriculum. By these frameworks being implemented into classrooms across the country, it lets learners develop towards the four purposes: Enterprising; creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens and healthy confident individuals (Equal Education Partners, 2023). The sole purpose in every primary school is to guide and support learners to achieve the four purposes (Welsh Government, 2020), making them ready to become citizens of the world and ready for their futures. 

The resource created is a scavenger hunt (see appendix 1). The lesson intention is ‘To be able to identify and find the objects, plants and animals in the images.’ The pupils are told to work in groups of 3 and to search the garden at the local museum in order to find what the images are showing them. For example, a map of the garden or a daffodil. When they find it, they are asked to take a picture on their class tablets, in order to show that they have found the image. Beneath the images, there are added tasks or QR codes (for the pupils to scan) to further their knowledge. An example of this is under the image of a picnic bench, it has a QR code to a YouTube video about healthy eating and picnics (KidsKampChallenge, 2013) with the question ‘can you name three foods that you can include in a healthy picnic?’ The scavenger hunt resource (see appendix 1) encompasses many different aspects of the Welsh curriculum and is aimed for year groups included within foundation learning. However, the resource activity is more targeted to pupils in year 1, whilst also accommodating the different progression steps the individual pupils are currently at. To do this, the task has an additional advanced activity at the end for the pupils who managed to complete the main activity before the end of the lesson, further extending their knowledge and skills. For this task, the pupils have been asked to practise their spelling for the things they had found that day, with faint spellings on the sheet to help guide them. (All spellings are written in lowercase, as the pupils are still understanding the differences between a capital letter and a lowercase letter. This prevents confusion until a lesson on the differences between the two types of letter-cases is taught to the class).
As stated previously, the pupils are asked to work in groups of three. This enables the pupils to build teamwork skills whilst also having the opportunity to learn from their More Knowledgeable Other, like Vygotsky's concept of More Knowledgeable Other (MKO) (Gowrie NSW, 2022). Vygotsky stated that this could be anyone with greater knowledge in a certain field than another person or child is trying to learn. He also expressed how a More Knowledgeable Other is not only just a parent, teacher or caregiver but can also be other classmates and friends (Gowrie NSW, 2022). Hence, by the pupils completing the task in small groups, they can help and learn from each other, letting them find and gather the answers needed to complete the task.
This activity is arranged to be done outdoors. Studies have found that learning in an outdoor environment can be beneficial as it improves wellbeing and improves immunity (Solly, 2022) whilst also letting pupils experience new textures and surfaces to explore (www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk, 2023). Further studies have also proven that outdoor learning boosts social skills, motivation and communication (Harvey, 2022), which are key elements to help this task be successful, for the pupils.
Even though this lesson has shown many strengths, we must plan for misconceptions. As seen in appendix 2, this is where we must find ways to resolve potential conflicts which may prevent the task from happening. Within this activity, one misconception that was identified was linked to the weather conditions, on the day of the trip. If there is forecasted rain, the lesson should still go ahead, but the children must wrap up warm and wear their waterproof gear. This will prevent them from getting cold or ill. Outdoor learning can be conducted in 99% of weather conditions (Gwen, 2022), as the pupils safety must go first. Some research has shown that outdoor learning in a rainy environment can have additional benefits, by further developing the children's exercise skills and their gross motor skills too (Alfresco learning, 2024). Furthermore, exposure to fresh air and natural sunlight, during outdoor learning, can have a vast positive impact on brain function, well-being and mood. This is due to fresh air containing a high number of negative ions, causing this positive result on brain function and sunlight provides a natural source of Vitamin D, helping pupils grow strong, healthy bones (Day, n.d.). Therefore, learning in the outdoors boosts serotonin levels in the body (Tanmoy, 2021), further supporting the fact the outdoors boosts wellbeing, as higher serotonin levels cause stress levels to decrease and is also a type of natural antidepressant (The Learning Escape, n.d.).
This task connects to the meaningful links across the curriculum but also in all three frameworks, (literacy, numeracy and digital competence). Firstly, the activity links to the literacy framework as it demonstrates if the pupils are able to write letters and words in a range of contexts and if they understand that they should be writing left to right (Gov.wales, 2023) These skills are all part of progression step one. For the advanced task, it demonstrates if the pupils can write legibly, which is a progression step two skill. The task shows numeracy skills via the pupils collecting data in their environment whilst also showing if they are able to interpret their answers to the questions to consider if they might be correct or not (Gov.wales, 2024). These skills are from progression step one and two. Finally, the task links to the digital competence (Welsh Government, 2022b) because the group work shows they can work with others to produce digital work, like finding what is on the list and photographing it (progression step one) and recognising and following instructions in an appropriate order (progression step one) (see appendix 2).
To conclude, there is a strong emphasis on pupils building upon their literacy, numeracy and digital competence skills within the Curriculum for Wales. This is due to these three skills play a vital role to form valuable learning experiences for pupils, some including the important skills of problem solving, speaking skills and being confident and safe whilst working with technologies (Equal Education Partners, 2023b). The frameworks for these skills directly impact teaching methods and how lessons, linking to students' outcomes. This is resulting in a solid foundation, not only for academic and cognitive development within the pupils, but also the development of their practical skills (Twinkl.co.uk, 2021). By incorporating cross curricular teaching methods into the classroom, it has helped the pupils make connections between subjects and topics, helping grow their understanding of what they are learning about. Furthermore, keeping them engaged, inquisitive and eager to learn more (Cutler, 2024).
[bookmark: _Int_8oumjlHJ]Evidently, cross curricular teaching will impact the way I would provide lessons during my own practice. By incorporating literacy, numeracy and digital competency skills into my lessons, it will enable me to create meaningful and valuable lessons across the various Areas of Learning and Experiences (AoLEs). By utilising the cross curricular approach affectively, it challenges the boundaries of the traditional subjects, such as History or Biology, and in favour of this, promotes a more connected outlook on the learning experience as a whole (Sphero Team, 2023). By having this holistic and diverse range of subject areas, it improves student participation and fuels their interests (Watson, 2023). Therefore, with these cross curricular links in place, it is preparing the pupils for their futures by developing highly valued skills like having the ability to problem solve (Ofsted, 2010). These goals closely relate to the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership (the PSL) as they show the significance of why continuous professional growth and expansion is so important in order to provide a high-quality learning experience for all. In order to achieve this, I plan to involve certain targets like including elements of the digital competency framework into Religion, Values and Ethics lessons (RVE) to provide meaningful links to the pupils and the content covered during the lessons. By focusing primarily on the cross curricular methods, within my teaching practice, my aim is to simultaneously help nurture holistic development and help pupils build upon the skills they already have, preparing them to become successful individuals.
Overall, integrating cross curricular approaches into the way lessons are taught promotes a more detailed understanding of topics, improving pupils' engagement whilst preparing young people for their futures in the ever-advancing world we live in.
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