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Abstract and Bibliography for Dissertation Proposal – Did Antiochus III’s relationship with the Eastern regions of his Empire, mirror that of his relationship with the Western Cities of Asia Minor?

Abstract:
The way in which the Seleucid Empire exerted control over its territory, has been a topic of debate for scholars for many years now. This is mainly due to the lack of literary sources that written from the time period. As a result of this lack of information, there are many things that are unknown about Seleucid Empire. We know that like Alexander and the Achaemenid Persians before them, they used a system of satrapies to maintain control of individual provinces and regions of the Empire, such as Mesopotamia and Media among several others. However, we lack a detailed understanding of how the relationship between king and satrap actually functioned, and this problem is more obvious in other parts of the empire where the satrap model of control does not seem to apply. In the past few decades this question of how the Seleucids exerted control over its empire has prompted studies into the nature of Antiochus III’s relationship with the Greek cities in Western Asia Minor.
One such study, by John Ma, gives insight into this relationship, and he argues that despite what many scholars had assumed, the Asia Minor Poleis were able to, through the use of ‘stereotypical, ambiguous language designed to talk not about power but about reciprocity and exchange’,[footnoteRef:1] resist direct Seleucid control. However, the Eastern parts of the Empire of Antiochus III were politically very different to the Greek cities of Asia Minor. Where the idea of Polis autonomy was the prevailing method of political organisation in the Greek portions of Antiochus’ Empire, in the East, the Persian Empire had left a tradition of regional autonomy under satraps, who would bow to the central authority of the Emperor. As I previous noted this system is continued under the Seleucids, yet, as Seleucid control weakened many of these Eastern regions had broken away.  [1:  Ma 2000] 

This prompted Antiochus III to in 212BC embark on what has often been referred to as his Anabasis to “rein in the East”, an endeavour in which he appears to succeed. This involved the defeat of three notable kingdoms which had separated from Seleucid control; Parthia, Bactria and India. After the defeat of each kingdom he established them as what could be considered as client kingdoms, similar to the treaty he had established with Xerxes in Armenia.[footnoteRef:2] This however is different to the way in which the Seleucids had traditionally maintained control over the East, as Antiochus does not install satraps to govern these regions. [2:  Armenia Plb. 8.23 & 8.25., Parthia Plb. 10.28-31.; Justin. 41.5.7., Bactria Plb. 10.] 

The question that then arises from this, in similar way to queries about the relation between the Seleucid court and the Greek cities of Asia Minor. What were the nature of these client states? What was expected of them, how did they communicate with the central authority of the Seleucids, and how did the Seleucids expect to exert and maintain control over them, despite allowing them to retain most of their autonomy? In this paper I will attempt to answer some of these questions by looking at how the relationship between the Western Poleis in Asia Minor could be used to reveal the nature of Seleucid interaction with the Eastern territories of the Empire.
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