Start at my Feet.
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Explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school, e.g., pupil well-being. Demonstrate your understanding by referring to the ideas, concepts and literature from lectures, reading and your Bridging experiences. You need to show your knowledge and understanding of the nature of schools and communities where you will be teaching. In doing so, you need to consider your professional development as a teacher and refer to some of the QTS standards.

In school x there are numerous opportunities that strongly influence teaching and learning.
The opportunities that attracted my attention was:
· Engaging with families in the curriculum. 
· Flying start and nursey.
· Paths.
· ELSA.
I feel that these opportunities are effective and practical which will help each individual in school x. 
I found evidence that having parent engagement in school x has a positive impact on children’s learning. It encourages young children to have a positive behaviour as parents are in contact with the school.
Engaging with parent/guardians leads to better educational outcomes as they are able to help their child at home and have more of a perception of what is being taught in school. (Review of best practice in parental engagement)
School x has a flying start and full-time nursery, this helps parent/guardians with work commitments. Staff will ensure that children have all their needs met before they start full time school. The flying start has the highest quality of childcare as it has an outstanding environment and staff are exceptionally qualified giving the best experience to young children. In this stage children are one to two years of age and are at the early stages of development social development, emotional development, cognitive development, and physical development. (Annex flying start gov,wales). 
Education is changing in Wales as there is a new curriculum. It is changing the way young  children learn in school. 
The four purposes the new curriculum are:
1. Ambitious, Capable Learners. 
2. Enterprising, creative contributors.
3. Ethical informed citizens of wales and the world.
4. Healthy, Confident individuals. (Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales.)


The curriculum has changed in Wales so that schools can make their own curriculum to help pupils. It has been changed as teachers know what level their class are at, to meet their needs and teaching is fairer. The curriculum covers expressive arts, this motivates young people to develop imaginative skills. 
Health and well-being in school x encourage teaching paths lessons, these are lessons that are taught to children to recognise their own and others peoples feelings. 
Humanities these lessons are religious studies and business studies. Religious studies is currently learning about the major world religions, Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism and Sikhism. 
Languages, literacy and communication. School x promotes this by giving extra support or splitting classes in foundation phase as staff can give the best support to pupils. This helps children learn new languages such as Welsh, French, Spanish and speak effectively. The other areas of learning are mathematics, numeracy, science and technology. 
School x has up to thirteen trained Elsa’s to help support individuals with emotional needs. 
Elsa stands for emotional, literacy, support and assistant. This has had a powerful effect on numerous individuals in school x as it has helped them with everyday life. 
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Education must ensure they have social justice in their teaching.  As David Cameron quotes “Without good education there can be no social justice.” (2007.)
The goal for social justice education is for full and equal participation of all groups in society that is shaped to meet individuals needs and to lower poverty and inequality. (Key issues in Education and Social Justice). Diversity is constantly changing, although this can lead to stereotyping. A stereotype is a belief about a certain subject of person. (Action for social justice in Education P12 living with a difference 1973:302).
School x is in a deprived area, which leads to a challenge as the school has to offer more opportunities such as flying start, engagement with parent/guardians, Elsa, an immersive room and transition room. Children that are from disadvantaged Families, find it more difficult in school as they are further behind in their cognitive development. (Stipek and Ryan 1997) 
School x has an immersive room which allows children to see the world around them. This is beneficial as it has a large impact on children’s behaviour and learning. The immersive room in school x is displayed over a 360-degree angle, which is used to tell a story this will be based on the topic they are currently studying.  
Within the school I observed that there was a transition room, for children that are not quite ready for reception. Teachers help children focus on their speech and development skills such as physical, emotional and intellectual, making their transition more acceptable for full time school. 
 If parent/guardians are struggling with buying basic needs for their family the school will allow parents to loan toys, toothbrushes, coats and shoes. 
Flying start is for children who are living in a deprived area and are under the age of three years old who have not been in a classroom environment.  
Flying start must ensure they have a high-quality environment including a safe outdoor playground, a healthy environment, role plays and craft activities. They must ensure that their staff are highly qualified and responsible staff. (Annex flying start)


To help support pupil’s wellbeing in school, an Estyn Report announced that school x split children into a learning base for pupils with challenging needs. There are currently health visitors based in the school to help support children with their well-being. 
As the school is in a deprived area the school is aware of the possible well-being issues a few pupils may face. (ESTYN.GOV)
The school supplies policies to help support pupils’ well-being from nursery to year six. This includes support to develop children’s emotional and physical well-being. The school saw a positive effect in this as it is supporting children in difficult circumstances. 
In school x, they have Elsa support officers. They are all trained to deliver the best support to individuals who have additional emotional needs.  (What is Elsa?)
Elsa is effective in school x as it encourages children to reflect on their experiences. It makes children more confident, and they feel they can express their feelings more. In school x there is ELSA support for families this was created in 2004 to help manage emotions, bereavement and is a big part of the school. 
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs establish that individuals well-being should be comfortable, healthy or happy. Maslow has five hierarchy of needs these will help children in school x which include self-accusation, esteem, love and belonging, safety and physiological needs. (Hierarchy of Needs).  In school x individuals can apply for support through an online form. Although, most individuals are identified by staff. 

In my research I discovered that school x has a family engagement officer. The officer runs a wide range of events, to help parents in the community.  To involve parents in the curriculum they open the school every Saturday to give parent/guardians the opportunities to see outdoor learning activities to collaborate resilience. (ESTYN REPORT)
In school x there are many parent engagement activities including projects during the summer holidays, each week there is a session held for parents who are struggling to toilet train their child, this will help children gain more confidence and independence. Each term the school opens for parent/guardians to have an insight of the school environment and meet staff.   
In school x before the child starts school, class nurses will do a home visit and see what conditions the family are living in, break down barriers, meet the child and have more of an understanding of the home life, however if the family are living in poor conditions school nurses will be in contact with health visitors and specialists, so that they can give family’s more support.
The school provides information to all parents through social media, or letters home. Engaging with parents help individuals get involved with their children’s learning, this makes learning more effective. (Review of best practice in parental engagement practitioner summary page6).  

The paths programme is originally from America, however at present there is a UK version. (The paths curriculum for promoting social and emotional wellbeing). It is designed to help young children in school with their mental health. It is taught to help children express their feelings. In school x this is done daily by different activities.  (Barnardo’s IN FOCUS) 
The programme contains four lessons, that are designed to set the context for paths learning. It is set to help children establish multiple core procedures that are used throughout the new curriculum. I found evidence that in 2018 there were twenty schools teaching paths education. (Paths Education)

According to student Pisa tests Wales scored the lowest compared to England, Scotland and Northern Ireland in the Mathematics, English and Science tests. (Poverty and low educational achievement in Wales)
The new Welsh curriculum covers inclusive Education. Wales needs inclusive learning as there are currently two hundred thousand children living in poverty. The government have added this to the new curriculum as Wales is a vibrant culture and a thriving welsh language, it will make wales a healthier community, and education will be more equal. However, there are barriers in inclusive education which include health and safety concerns, lack of engagement from other individuals, lack of finance which may lead to poor living conditions.  
The belief that children from another culture cannot understand the language of mainstream education, this could be to do with lack of communication in the home, parents speaking different languages and not encouraging the language that is spoken in school.  (Curriculum for Wales)
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To conclude if schools make it effective with working with communities it will strengthen family engagement, learning will be more effective, and it will be fairer. (Is your school one that put families and communities at the heart of its works?)  In school x paths has been a beneficial effect on individuals as it has increased pupils’ self-control and social problem solving. Elsa has had a positive influence in school x as there are many families facing challenges every day. School x has observed that children are engaging in school learning and are happier. (ESTYN)
Flying start has been an additional benefit in school x as children can get experience to start nursery. 
To promote inclusivity in my classroom, I must be aware of stereotypes. Other factors of inclusivity I will promote in my classroom is individuals’ gender, body shape, ethnicity, language, culture and beliefs.
There are four levels of integration in education the Contributions Approach, Additive Approach, Transformation Approach and Social Action Approach. According to Banks the Contributions Approach is an approach that is used repeatedly. The contributions approach was created as it is easier for teachers to follow. The contributions approach is the teaching of hero’s, holidays, and discrete cultural elements. The Additive approach is also very important in education. It is used in teaching for cultural content, concepts, and themes which are added into the curriculum.
The Transformative approach is different from the Contribution and Additive Approach, as it restructures the curriculum. This is done so that the concepts are viewed from different perspectives. 
The social action approach is similar to the transformative approach as it pushes students to make decisions and act on social issues that are important to them. Pupils create projects and engage in activities that allow them to take social, personal and actions based on what they have studied. (Approaches to Multicultural Curriculum reform.  Page 37 and 38.)
This will influence me when I am in school as I will be able to apply this to my teaching and add the five professional standards for teaching and leadership which include pedagogy, Leadership, professional learning, Innovation and Collaboration.  To ensure that the pedagogy is effective, teaching must be extremely important for the best outcome. Having good leadership makes a successful pedagogy, this is when the teacher will work intelligently to encourage coherence. Collaboration is important to make sure the pedagogy spreads. The teacher will ensure they take opportunities to make learning effective. The quality for innovation is to take the pedagogy forward by the teacher employing an innovation outlook that is controlled and measured to make effective pedagogic outcomes. The Professional Learning role is to move the pedagogy deeper, this is when the learning will progressively develop. (Professional standards for teaching and leadership. P15 and 16) 
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