Post design review news:-

I was asked about numbers / production rates for our round.
From a rough guess and based on my time on the plant at Chorley, back in 1979/80, I think we’d turn out something like 800 rounds per month from the pressing facility at Chorley. Does that actually add up?
The UK does not produce production quantities for ammunition for its tank fleet. The Americans are less tight lipped; A quick Google would indicate that they produce something like 72,000 rounds per year for their tanks. 
Again, relying on google the Americans have 4666 Main Battle Tanks, we have 288. 
A straight pro-rata calculation would need about a 1/16th of these numbers to satisfy the demands of our tank fleet so 4500 rounds a year, this equates to about 6 months continuous work….does that fit?
So We’ll say first order quantity will be 4500 rounds over 12 months, allowing for development then, 4500 per year, manufactured in 6 months with a 50% increase on surge capacity. (Shifts) should it be required. This effectively gives 4500 x 3 maximum surge capacity over a 12 month period.
These are very much “back of the fag packet” calculations but should serve for our project. If any of the BAE crew have better figures, let me know.

On the subject of lead salts (Azide and Styphnate) I have had my suspicions confirmed that these are undesirable rather than strictly banned and that a defence exemption will shortly be raised. How that applies to the supply of lead nitrate, a required precursor, may be a sticky question. 
The question on initiators remains we have a UK manufacturer, but where does this capability need to go for the future?





