Booker T Washington was the living embodiment of the dreams of Americans and slaves. Washington not only “knew the heart of the south from birth and training”[footnoteRef:1] but was lucky to be educated and gained the powerful mantle after Frederick Douglass’ death. Thus, proving that it was possible for his people to beat the system. For those of colour to rise the ranks and be on the same social level of the white people, which introduces one of his objects preached about his speech. The utility of the black people both then, when America was growing its own industry as well as the potential that existed if all colours come together under a shared goal, this being for the betterment of the all. [1:  W.E.B. Du Bois (1994) The Souls of Black Folk, New York: Dover publications. Pg. 26] 

Within his speech directed at those with power the president and his senate, a white power base, Washington displays a strong issue which is holding back their potential within the growing economy. This was due to the fact labour was still being given to the whites first, with the workforce even being shipped in from Europe. An ineffective way to recruit for the growing industrial sectors, especially since Washington recorded that one third of the southern population was black and in the majority of cases not fully utilised for the greater good, “a new era of industrial progress”[footnoteRef:2] was what Washington envisioned. For Washington the continued white preference was non-beneficial for the acceptance of the black people, he argued that the black people were a reliant, durable and most importantly they were already present, thus also controlling immigration. Washington uses the notion of “casting your bucket where you are” to refocus upon using the resources at hand, these being African Americans. Washington believed the people had “proved our loyalty to you in the past, in nursing your children, watching by the sickbed of your mothers and fathers.”[footnoteRef:3] He argued they had earned their rights but that now for the future both people, coloured and non-coloured had to interlink their lives “making the interests of both races one.”[footnoteRef:4] However in the process forgetting about their own individuality and focusing upon the greed of white economics, which brought many Europeans into the slave trade. Du Bois called this “a gospel of Work and money”[footnoteRef:5] forgetting about the greater aims of life. For Du Bois, Washington seems to accept the inferiority of the “negro race” and believed that the only way was to be like the white man. [2:  Washington, Booker T., "Address By Booker T. Washington, Principal Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama, At Opening Of Atlanta Exposition," 18 September 1895]  [3:  Washington, Booker T., "Address By Booker T. Washington, Principal Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama, At Opening Of Atlanta Exposition," 18 September 1895.]  [4:  Atlanta Exposition, 18 September 1895]  [5:  W.E.B. Du Bois (1994) The Souls of Black Folk, New York: Dover publications. Pg. 30] 

Education was not a key necessary for the daily life of the people of this era especially not the black people. However, it was essential that the basic skills of the people were raised. Washington preferred essential skills or Industrial education; this can be seen prior as the “Free Negros”[footnoteRef:6] had striven to build industrial schools from 1850 to the upcoming wartime. The aim was both raising the people’s lifestyles but also for the betterment of the economy. With the goal being greater economic productivity so that the trade and commercial avenues could expand and grow. With the black population playing a key role within the munition factory lines during times of conflict. Du Bois criticised Washington greatly, with his own learning being of a Harvard level. Du Bois believed that the education level should not just be focused upon essential skills. Instead Du Bois envisaged the Black people as a whole being intellectuals of a Harvard level challenging even the greatest of white thinkers. Of course, this would be nearly impossible to come to fruition, since he wanted this elevation to be simultaneously for millions.  [6:  The Souls of Black Folk. Pg. 20] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Both of these points for Washington were essential for the raising of the black people within the social order, he did not envision that the current system needed to be dismantled as is the custom with others and even with modern society issues. Washington hoped to prove that the black people had a purpose and could contribute to the greater good of all, coloured and non. So, that both could live within a safe social order and co-exist in a peaceful and respectful manner that benefited the whole rather than indiscriminately one side of the colour divide. In his speech Washington says “In all things purely social we can be as separate as the five fingers and yet one as the hand in all things essential to mutual progress”[footnoteRef:7]. The nation may be different but together can work for a better America. However, Du Bois believed this “represented negro thought in the old attitude of adjustment and submission”[footnoteRef:8], rather than the betterment of the black race. The South interpreted the speech in two different manners, the radicals saw the goals as a “complete surrender of the demand for civil and political equality.”[footnoteRef:9] Instead of gaining their rights and being raised to equal foundation, the majority saw Washington’s goal to be more attuned with indentured slavery.  [7:  Atlanta Exposition, 18 September 1895.]  [8:  The Souls of Black Folk. Pg. 30]  [9:  The Souls of Black Folk. Pg. 26] 

To conclude while Washington strives for the betterment of the hand rather than the individual fingers in seems in the process not to realise that not all fingers are the same in importance, for both his economic and education benefited the white 1% that dictated the flow of money through the system. For Du Bois Washington neglects the prejudice that the black people suffer within every sector of life. And would take too long to have real benefits for the African Americans, which is perfectly envisioned in, A Negro with Chains Broken But Not Off by W.C. Hill.[footnoteRef:10] While slavery had ended those of colour remained under in servitude to the system. [10:  W.C HILL, "A NEGRO WITH CHAINS BROKEN BUT NOT OFF," SCULPTURE INSIDE THE ATLANTA NEGRO BUILDING] 
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