CSEN5016 : THE RATIONAL WORLD / CAEN 5074: THE RATIONAL WORLD

Assessment

50%
Essay (3000 words)


50%
Timed essay (1½ hours)

Essay Titles for 3,000-word essays: (50% of module mark)

Write on ONE of the topics below; your essay should make detailed reference to AT LEAST TWO texts from the module.
1.  ‘Human reason has this peculiar fate…it is burdened by questions which it is not able to ignore, but which it is also not able to answer’ (Kant). 

To what extent do the texts that you have studied in the first half of the module interrogate the idea of a rational self? 
2. ‘A programme of secularism, humanity, cosmopolitanism, and freedom, above

all, freedom in its many forms – freedom from arbitrary power, freedom of

speech, freedom of trade, freedom to realise one’s talents, freedom of aesthetic 

response, freedom, in a word, of moral man to make his own way in the world.’
To what extent does Peter Gay’s description of the Enlightenment project explain the emergence of the novel?
3. ‘Such order from confusion sprung / Such gaudy tulips raised from dung’ (Swift). Examine some of the forms of intellectual and/or social ‘confusion’ represented within the eighteenth-century texts that you have studied on the module.
4. Making close reference to the eighteenth-century texts that you have read for the module, evaluate the significance of Leopold Damrosch’s claim that ‘the special vocation of the novel is to describe what happened once only, in a specific time and place, to specific people, while the vocation of myth is to describe what always happens’. 
5. Explore the distinctive ways in which texts that you have studied on the module to date represent the activity of the judging mind. 
6. What connections and/or disconnections might be seen to arise between the exercise of reason and the realm of religious faith in the texts you have read on the module to date?
