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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:
This is an excellent piece of scholarly work that traces the astrological planetary association of the apple and the pomegranate with Venus.
The work is very well structured and very clearly laid out (a simple example of this is Figure 14 and Table 8, both of which are helpful in summarising key information pictorially – but the dissertation as a whole is very well written). You began with a good introduction and ended with a conclusion that summarises the key points you made and concludes the work in terms of the research question and aims outlined in Section 4. You moved logically through the material in the body of the dissertation. The work isimpressively detailed and thorough, fluently written in a style which is both scholarly and accessible; you engage the reader in a fascinating piece of historical detective work. You introduce and conclude each section, which helps the reader to retain a summary of the key points as the work progresses. 

You began with an examination of the apple and the pomegranate in ancient Greek mythology, literature and magic, and then representations of Aphrodite-Venus and the apple/pomegranate in statuary and coins. You addressed the possible confusion around the Greekμῆλον and Latin malus (each being used also to denote fruit generally) by including the more specific names used in the early sources. Your research took you toTheophilus of Edessa as the link from Teucer of Babylon via Valens and Rhetorius, identifying him as the first astrological source to provide an association of the planet Venus with the apple. This was an impressive start to tracing the lineage of the association, as was your discussion prior to this on the correspondence of fruits in the work of Hellenistic astrologers. You then traced it to al-Bīrūnī who clearly assigned the apple to Venus, although his associations between plants and planets were in accordance with the principles of colour, taste, smell and classification, such that he also assigned both the apple and the pomegranate to more than one planet with which it might have thematic associations (as later did Ibn Ezra and other astrologers).You looked at the Ghāyat al-Ḥakīm which, by contrast, does not link the apple or pomegranate directly to Venus as a correspondence but does make a thematic association (resonating with early sources such as the Hygromanteia, the Cyranides, and the Lithika Kerygmata)– you used your evidence to conclude that it became a key route for the transmission of the association into Medieval and Renaissance astrology (citing Ficino as a key example of this). In tracing this history, it was as revealing about what you did not find as what you did – for instance, that several influential astrologers, such as Bonatti, did not link plants to the planets at all, and it is not until the Renaissance that the direct correspondence of the apple to Venus reappears. Importantly, you show the lines of connection between the different writers by showing which sources each drew on and you also discuss the reasoning behind each writer’s use of planetary association; so you chart the association of the apple and pomegranate to Venus as a progression through history in a way which is convincing and well-supported by the evidence you provide. Your concluding section (Section 6) was excellently well done, drawing the threads together – and in summarising the historical transmission of the ideas, you also suggested important conclusions about the historical development of astrological correspondence generally, and how and why this might have occurred as it did (via both metaphorical connections and sensory associations). Your work thus provides a possible template for further research intothe history ofplanetary correspondence.

You have consulted a very wide range of primary source material, including non-literary. You have also drawn on a wide range of secondary sources appropriate to the subject. All this is evidenced in the extensive footnoting and bibliography, and in the excellent referencing throughout the dissertation. Thus your work is anchored well in the literature and primary sources. (It also seems from the footnotes that you have at least a working knowledge of ancient Greek, which has facilitated your discussion of original sources. The Appendices are also noteworthy for summarising key information – the are comprehensive and impressive in themselves).

Your observation of academic conventions in layout, structure, footnoting, bibliography and captioning is excellent throughout. 

The following few thoughts are minor observations, not seminal to the overall argument and thus offered in a spirit of completeness. They do not detract from the high standard of scholarship, the thoroughness of the research, or the value of the dissertation as an important originalpiece of work.

You mention on p.11 that the Homeric myth of Demeter and Persephone may be considered as the foundation for the Eleusinian mysteries. You also refer to ‘Homer’s Hymns’ on p.25 and to Homer as the author of the Hymns on p. 4. Being strictly accurate, it’s the myth of Demeter and Persephone (rather than the Hymn itself) which is the foundation of the mysteries and this myth is recounted in the Homeric Hymn to Demeter, which is the best-known written source of the story. The work to which you arereferring is usually titled the Homeric Hymns and the specific one is the Homeric Hymn to Demeter– so it is not an ‘Homeric myth’as such because it has nothing to do with Homer (beyond being called ‘Homeric’ because the Hymns employ the same metrical style as the Iliad and Odysseyand they were assumed in ancient times to have been composed by Homer. But they were written at different times and the authorship is unknown).The Hymn to Demeter is an oral/written expression of a cult practice, but the reader might interpret p.11 as meaning that the Homeric Hymn itself is the origin of the Eleusinian mysteries, which is unlikely.

You say on p.18 that ‘As all three goddesses are associated with warfare (Athena) or victory (Nike, Venus Genetrix/Victrix) the pomegranate or, more generally, the apple, can be seen as a metaphor for these attributes’ – yet is there a simple equation of the fruits with warfare for instance, or might there be more than one reading of their appearance in the hands of these deities in the coins? That Aphrodite won the Judgement of Paris does not necessarily make the apple a symbol of victory per se; it could simply be suggesting that desire is the most powerful human force, since Venus won the Judgement over the other virtues and boons offered by Hera and Athena. Desire could be considered the root cause of the Trojan War, but that does not make desire the same as warfare.This might seem like semantics, but perhaps has relevance to how, for instance, Liz Greene interpreted the symbol of the apple and amplified the meaning of Venus in The Inner Planets, the work you cite.

Similarly, again on p. 18, you say ‘Summarising the results of Section 3, the pomegranate, or the apple, is not only a token of love and desire… but is also associated with fertility (Kore/Persephone) and victory (Nike, Athena, Venus Genetrix/Victrix).’ However, you have not made an argument that the apple is associated with fertility, nor the pomegranate a token of love and desire. From what you have presented until that point, in the main they seem to be used as representations of different things, rather than being interchangeable (despite the reference in PGM XII to ‘Phoenician apples’). Was the apple (as well as the pomegranate) a token of Kore/Persephone, as you say later on that page? You have only talked about the pomegranate in relation to her. 

You say on p. 18 too that ‘As outlined in Section 2.2, the Greek myth of Paris has been shown to be influential in the psychological astrology of the twentieth century’. However, you onlyoffer one instance of its use, in Greene’s The Inner Planets. Despite Greene’s influence on the development of psychological astrology, you would arguably need further evidence to establish it as an influential myth in psychological astrology in the 20th century.

[As a final thought,it might be worth noting that the pomegranate was not only a symbol of fertility in the ancient world, but also of its opposite – it was used to make a contraceptive preparation and as an emmenagogue (effectively an abortive), which is intriguing in view of Theophilus’ later association of it with Mars and not Venus].
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments: This is a highly impressive dissertation. It contains original research backed by primary and secondary source evidence, is extremely well-organised, and is written in clear and fluent prose. The structure of the dissertation is excellent; the idea of coming full circle by beginning and ending the dissertation, so to speak, with Greene, is ingenious and pro-
vides a satisfying frame for the construction of the dissertation. Every topic raised in the dissertation is articulated clearly and logically in a way that makes it easy for the reader to follow.

There is careful analysis of all of the sources mentioned in tracing the role of the apple/pomegranate/quince etc. in astrology, particularly its association to Venus. Equally important is the use of sources outside of astrology, namely from other cultural connections between Venus and the apple in the fields of myth, art, religion, magic and medicine. This provides important context for its use in astrological practice. Evidence is critically assessed, building up a complete picture of the association of these fruits with components of astrological rationales and pratice. The discussion of evidence is nuanced and examines all 
of the ways that Venus connects with these fruits in astrology.

The original research done in the dissertation results in important and hitherto unnoticed information about the transmission of the idea of associating the apple with Venus only 
first appears unequivocally in astrology in the work of Theophilus of Edessa. Interestingly, 
the use of Venus and/or apples in spells of the Greek magical papyri and in planetary talismans highlight the connection between apples and Venus even more than in standard astrologi-cal practices. Although the scope of the dissertation covers a very long time-
frame, the soundness of this decision is borne out in the ability to trace particular concepts through time and to see the connections of these in documents separated by centuries. 

The links between sections and sub-sections of the dissertation are artfully constructed, 
with each piece of evidence in a preceding section being relevantly applied to information 
in the next section(s). As one example of this chain, the connections of Venus holding an 
apple in a planetary image used as a talisman for obtaining a woman’s love is followed, 
from the Hygromanteia to the Ghāyat al-Ḥakīm to Ficino and Agrippa of Nettesheim. This is excellent academic detective work.

Tables summarising evidence throughout the dissertation are welcom additions and clearly represent in graphic form the sources being used and their contents. The appendices con- tain valuable information to supplement the issued covered in the dissertation. Figure 14 in particular is a useful graphic listing of associations of the apple in astrological sources and planetary images.

The conclusion is excellent, laying out and summarising the evidence of preceding sections succinctly yet thoroughly. It makes a convincing case for the author’s assessments. 

I am in agreement with the suggestions for improvement given by the first marker. It is clear that with some adjustments in wording and style, especially for converting the style of the dissertation to that suitable for academic article standards, that the dissertation is a worthy candidate for publication, either as a long article in a journal or as a chapter in a book. The information contained in the dissertation should definitely be made available to future scholarship. 

Congratulations, Fabio, on an excellent and original piece of work.
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