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Introduction
The Theban necropolis on the west bank of Luxor, best known for containing the Valley of the Kings, houses numerous rock-cut tombs belonging to officials who served the pharaohs of the New Kingdom. Tomb TT99, also known as the Tomb of Senneferi, is situated in the Upper Enclosure of Sheikh Abdel Qurna, belonging to an elite official who served as a royal chancellor during the reign of Thutmose III in the Eighteenth Dynasty (Strudwick, N 2016). Comparable to several other private tombs from this period, TT99 served as both a burial site and a chapel where offerings to the deceased could be made. The architecture and decoration of the tomb offer significant insight into burial rituals for the aristocracy, and the social status of high-ranking officials in the New Kingdom. 
Modern archaeological work has significantly enhanced understanding of burial rituals and monuments associated with them. Since the early 1990s, the tomb has been excavated and recorded by the Cambridge Theban Tombs Project and Fitzwilliam Museum Archives, with initial permission for excavation obtained from the SCA. This work has not only clarified the architectural configuration of the tomb but has also revealed a substantial and complex collection of artefacts. These finds include fragments of funerary equipment from the original burial, as well as thousands of coffin fragments and other objects from later burials, demonstrating that the tomb was repurposed during subsequent periods. As a result, TT99 offers important archaeological evidence for both the original funerary practices of the Eighteenth Dynasty, in addition to the later history of the Theban necropolis. The analysis of the architecture and finds of TT99 aims to assess its role in funerary practices, as well as elite tomb construction. Similarly, the analysis of the items unearthed during excavation may illustrate how the work of uncovering and recording the finds has contributed significantly to a contemporary understanding of the original use, as well as later reuse, of the tomb. 

Historical & Archaeological Context
The TT99 tomb was the burial site of Senneferi, a prominent official serving under Thutmose III during the Eighteenth Dynasty. According to Nigel Strudwick, Senneferi held a number of “priestly titles”, as well as royal chancellor, proving them of a distinguished rank and capable of administration of the royal court. Officials of this rank frequently constructed elaborate tombs within the Theban necropolis, reflecting both their affluence and intimate association with the royal administration. The size and decoration of the TT99 tomb therefore demonstrates the elevated social status of its owner and the significance of elite individuals within the political structure of the New Kingdom. 
[bookmark: _Int_Q2NkVvRd]The Upper Enclosure of Sheikh Abdel Qurna, where the tomb is located, is one of the primary cemeteries within the wider Theban necropolis across from Luxor. During the Eighteenth Dynasty, this area served as an important burial landscape for elite officials who served the monarchs buried in the adjacent Valley of the Kings. Private tombs in this area were generally cut into the limestone cliffs, as is true for TT99, the facade of the tomb “consist[ing] of a flat rock face” (Strudwick, N n.d), and followed relatively standardised archaeological layouts. These monuments functioned as cult chapels as well as burial places, allowing offerings to be received or presented to the deceased. The architectural form of many New Kingdom private tombs adheres to an inverted T-shape, or in the case of TT99, more of an “I” shape, usually comprising of a transverse hall, corridor and rear shrine. This arrangement established an area for burial rites and rituals, with decorated walls depicting scenes of offering, religious activity, and aspects of the deceased’s life. TT99 conforms generally to this architectural tradition, illustrating many of the features typical of elite tombs from this period.
Although originally constructed for Senneferi in the Eighteenth Dynasty, the tomb was subsequently reused for additional burials later. Excavation and analysis by Nigel Strudwick and team in the 1990s has uncovered substantial amounts of funerary material from later periods, including painted fragments found above the tomb. This evidence indicates that TT99 remained in use long after its initial construction, reflecting wider patterns of tomb reuse within the Theban necropolis.

Architecture
The architectural configuration of TT99 exemplifies the carefully structured design typical of elite private tombs from the New Kingdom. The TT99 tomb, carved directly into [image: ]the rock face, is organised around a series of chambers that direct passage from the exterior into increasingly confined interior spaces. The “I” shaped interior of the tomb reflects the purpose of tombs from this period, to commemorate the life of the deceased, as well as ritual spaces where offerings could be made to sustain them during the afterlife. The architecture combines a courtyard, multiple corridors or ’shafts’, and areas designed to house the body and funerary equipment. Archaeological investigation has allowed clarification for both the functions of this specific tomb, as well as assisting in a broader understanding of how New Kingdom funerary rites were carried out, as well as how these different architectural components were interrelated.

The entrance to TT99 is located within a flat rock face, forming the front of the tomb chapel. The analysis of the stonework by Strudwick reveals the facade was constructed from roughly shaped blocks of limestone and mud bricks, taken from adjacent rock foundations, arranged using mud-based mortar and rainwater. Remains of plaster indicates that the facade was originally coated so it harmonised visually with the adjacent rock surface. A small, roughly made niche is present above the doorway, and while only very approximate measurements are given in Strudwick’s work, it is possible that this may have contained a small stela or small statue, likely relating to the tomb owner. Above this niche are traces of mud brick, suggesting the existence of another structure built above the rock cut facade and tomb. While the exact configuration of the outer tomb and potential other structure is uncertain, it can be suggested that an extra architectural element originally stood above the enterance, particularly when thought of in conjunction with other Eighteenth Dynasty tombs.

[bookmark: _Int_4HYBLZir]Beyond the facade is a large courtyard, a significant transitional area that was cut into the slope of the hillside. The floor of the courtyard appears to have been levelled in antiquity, by the application of limestone chippings, indicating the area to have undergone a level of preparation for burial, ritual or memorialisation purposes. Within the courtyard are several additional architectural features. Three shafts, designated G, H, and I, are located in this area, their depth and placement indicating at least one of them contemporary to the Eighteenth Dynasty. Earlier excavations conducted by Robert Mond in 1903 had identified two of the shafts within the courtyard, and subsequent efforts by the team of Strudwick helped clarify the third and their relationship to the broader tomb complex. These shafts presumably functioned as burial facilities or secondary grave sites linked to subsequent periods of usage. Excavation has also uncovered several traces structural additions within the courtyard. In the northwestern region, an additional stone wall and mud flooring was uncovered, containing features such as storage, seemingly representing a much later occupation of the tomb site, potentially used for agricultural or domestic purposes. The presence of such features demonstrates how the space surrounding TT99 underwent multiple phases of use long after its original construction. 

The doorway of the tomb grants access to the internal passageway system extending further within the tomb, allowing entry into other parts of the “I” shaped configuration. From the entrance, a corridor extends into a layout typical of numerous New Kingdom tombs, including a small side chamber that may have served practical or ceremonial purposes. Further inside lays a set of stairs, and later the burial chamber. The burial chamber likely lays opposite the initial door, accessed through a recessed section of the floor in another chamber, seemingly intended to ease passage from room to room. Evidence of plaster and glue on the walls of this recess indicates its potential involvement in funerary rites linked to the burial of Senneferi.

Overall, the architectural design of TT99 demonstrates a carefully planned sequence of chambers that facilitates both movement and ceremony within the tomb complex. The progression from exterior courtyard, through entrance and corridor, to the burial chambers may intend to symbolise a journey from the living, to the realm of the dead. At the same time, the archaeological evidence for later structures and disturbances highlights an extensive history of reuse and alteration that characterised many tombs within the Theban necropolis.

Finds
Excavation work carried out across time has revealed a complex assemblage of finds from TT99, spanning its original construction and use, as well as a quantity of artefacts from later periods. The diversity of the objects uncovered provides valuable insight into funerary equipment, burial rituals, and the later history of the tomb. Among the most significant discoveries are the remnants of Senneferi’s burial assemblage, located within the shaft and burial chambers. Excavation of these chambers revealed many artefacts that can however not be linked with certainty to a specific tomb owner or user. A multitude of wooden coffin fragments were recovered, many parts belonging to black varnished coffins with gold or yellow decoration (Strudwick, N 2016), conventional for the time period. Some fragments retain raised relief inscriptions with Senneferi’s names and titles, others showing traces of gold leaf decoration, indicating the high quality of burial equipment and the status of those who used them. The quantity of fragments indicates the number of coffins that may have existed there, and likely the presence of an inner and outer coffin ‘layer’.
Other objects found within the burial chamber include an immense amount of pottery, much of differing shape and usage. This includes canopic jars, flasks, single handed and loop-handled jars and bottles, likely used to contain oils or other substances used in burial rituals. Similarly, fragments of papyrus were also uncovered, as well as linen. These artefacts exemplify the ritual and textual components of burial practices for the elite in the New Kingdom. Similarly, the excavation work revealed items linked to the burial rituals themselves, such as various utensils like a decayed ivory adze, that were likely used during the “Opening of the Mouth” ritual, used to restore the senses of the deceased for use in the afterlife. Alongside the primary burial items, the tomb housed hundreds of objects from subsequent interments from later periods. These include numerous fragments of likely boxes, jewellery, faience beads, and cosmetics, many of different ages, indicating multiple burials and its potential use as a family burial location during the subsequent periods.

Taken together, the finds from TT99 reveal both the wealth and complexity of Senneferi’s original burial and the use of the monument for repeated burials across time. The collection of finds from this site exemplifies evolving patterns of burial practices within the New Kingdom and beyond, demonstrating how tombs could attain new significance and purpose long after its initial construction.

[image: ]

Conclusion
The tomb of Senneferi (TT99) exemplifies elite funerary construction and burial practices in the Theban necropolis during the Eighteenth Century. The architectural configuration, carved into the limestone cliffs of the west bank by Luxor, reflects the typical design of private tombs in the New Kingdom, incorporating a courtyard, chambers, corridors, and deep burial shafts. These carefully designed areas facilitated the transition from life to death, allowing for an appropriate commemoration of the deceased, as well as the performance of ritual offerings intended to sustain them into the afterlife. The architectural evidence illustrates how elite tombs functioned concurrently as burial sites and ritual chapels, and the artefacts equally significant. The remains of Senneferi’s burial assemblage, including coffin fragments, jars and pottery, and ritual implements and inscriptions provide valuable evidence for funerary equipment and ceremonies associated with high-status individuals of this time period. At the same time, the large quantity of later coffin fragments and other remains demonstrates the later use of TT99 and its function over a wide breadth of time. 
The work of Nigel Strudwick and his team has allowed the architecture and material culture of TT99 to be meticulously documented, offering insight into both the original burial of Senneferi and the long-term history of the tomb.
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