[bookmark: _GoBack]How did Britain react to threats to her imperial dominance posed by other world powers in the later part of the nineteenth century? 
Over the course of the nineteenth century, Britain rose to become the most powerful nation in the world with a vast Empire spanning across the globe and the Royal Navy having increased in strength to the point where it was an immensely formidable force. In the latter half of the nineteenth century, however, Britain was forced to face challenges to this established position from a number of foreign powers and each of these difficult incidents required a specific response. The foreign challenges that Britain faced arose from a wide range of different nation sources, coming from all around the world. This was a direct result of Britain’s widespread involvement in many different countries and regions, as such, Britain responded to each of these foreign challenges in various specific ways tailored to deal with each of the challenges There ranging from the use of military force to diplomacy and making threats. 
One example of the reactions requiring tailoring to purpose was the British response to the Kaiser’s telegram. In the south of Africa, a confrontation broke out between the British and the Boers of the Transvaalers in the form of the Jameson Raid, which resulted in a British defeat. The German Empire was supportive of the Boers and Kaiser Wilhelm II sent a telegram to the Transvaalers’ President Kruger, congratulating him for defending his country from the attacking ‘armed Hoards’. The immediate British response to this was to send in a fleet to intimidate the German Forces in the region in southern Africa and thereby attempt to intimidate the forces present and therefore their government into taking on a less hostile tone. This telegram also had the effect of increasing the belief within the British Government that a war with the Boers would be required in order to prevent them from becoming too big a threat to British interests in the region[footnoteRef:1]. This hostile seeming action on Germany’s part was also one of the factors that pushed Britain into considering an entente with France,[footnoteRef:2] which was eventually realised in the following decade.  [1:  L.C.B Seaman, Victorian England aspects of English and Imperial history 1837-1901, [ Methuen & Co limited, 11 New Fetter Lane London, 1973] pp 387-388]  [2:  D. Thomson, England in the Nineteenth Century 1815-1914, [Jonathan Cape Ltd, 1964], pp 193-194] 

Another instance of Britain’s response to challenge from other world powers is the competition for dominance in Egypt that occurred between Britain and France. The French policy for gaining dominance required taking control of the Sudan as means of outflanking their enemies in their desired area. The British reaction to this challenge, under the Prime Minister Lord Salisbury, was to work out an agreement with the Chancellor of the German Empire Otto Von Bismarck to have East Sudan recognised as a sphere of influence for Britain. The other chief response was to attempt in effect to bribe the French into giving up their plans with the offer of handing them ‘the Sahara Desert’[footnoteRef:3]. One of the motives behind a British attempt to forge an alliance with the Russian Empire in 1898 was to try and shift the latter from backing the French in the Sudan, although the alliance failed to materialise.[footnoteRef:4] The situation was resolved when The British and the French engaged in diplomacy and arranged a deal in which it was formally agreed that France, on the condition of Britain recognising Monaco as being part of the French sphere of influence, would drop all claims to Egypt and would henceforth make no further efforts to remove possession of the country from Britain[footnoteRef:5]. [3:  Seaman, p 376]  [4:  Seaman, p 392]  [5:   G.M Trevelyan, British History in the Nineteenth Century 1782-1901, (39 Paternoster Row, London, Longmans, Green and Co, 1922) p 416] 

It is worth noting that the United Kingdom also faced a challenge to her power from the United States of America, which necessitated a diplomatic resolution. The US president Grover Cleveland suddenly announced that he would sort out a dispute over borders between Venezuela and the British colony of Guiana. Included in the announcement was the statement that he would force the agreement onto Britain[footnoteRef:6], even going to war with her over the border dispute. The response was handled by Salisbury who calmed down the situation through a combination of his own carefully calculated inactivity and unemotional stoicism[footnoteRef:7]. He agreed to allow the Venezuela-Guiana boundary question to undergo outside arbitration but only provided that certain conditions deemed important by the British government were met.[footnoteRef:8] The crisis was in effect, completely resolved within just two years of it breaking out. When a formal agreement on the matter was reached two years after that, it proved to be entirely favourable to Britain and her interests in the region[footnoteRef:9]. [6:  K. Robbins, The Eclipse of a Great Power 1870-1992, (Longman House, Burnt Mill, Harlow Essex CM20 2JE, England, Longman Group Limited, 1994) p 34]  [7:  Seaman, p 386]  [8:  Trevelyan, p 419]  [9:  Seaman, p 386] 

The United Kingdom had felt threatened, starting in the first half of the century, by the expansionist ambitions of the Russian Empire in this period, specifically in regard to the territories held by the declining Ottoman Empire in the Balkans[footnoteRef:10]. This did not change at all in the second half of that era. One method that Britain used in order to undermine the influence of Russia within the region was to back a personal union of Bulgaria with the province of Eastern Roumelia whereby the two regions would share the same ruler. The motive behind this was that relations between Russia and Bulgaria had been going badly in a large part because due to the influence of nationalism with the latter which made her thereby opposed to the former playing a significant role in their country. That Russia, in reaction to this antagonism had been previously opposing a more outright union between the two, attests to how any sort of union between Bulgaria and Eastern Roumelia would be against their national interests. The British conclusion was that Bulgaria could be used to limit the spread of Russian power in the area[footnoteRef:11]. As such Britain pursued the continuance of that union, allying with Austria to do so, conducting a lengthy diplomatic conflict in which the British tried every method they could short of actually waging war on the Russians [footnoteRef:12]. [10:  Trevelyan, p 372]  [11:  Robbins, p 32]  [12:  Seaman, p 217] 

One of the biggest factors in bringing about a significant fear of a foreign power within the British mind at the time was the naval expansion that was being developed by the German Empire in the later stages of the nineteenth century. This threatened the supremacy over the seas that Britain had enjoyed through extensive use of the British navy. The British found this programme particularly threatening as the only areas where such ships would be used would be areas where the United Kingdom has a major presence such as the English Channel and the North Sea. In British minds it also was seemed to be a largely pointless programme given that none of Germany’s colonies required that type of defence[footnoteRef:13]. This naval programme was especially concerning to Britain given that this expansion was concurrent with aggressive actions on the part of the German Government. It was partly in response to this, amongst various other factors, that Salisbury attempted to form an alliance with the Russian Empire, although the plan did not work owing to the Russians’ own interests[footnoteRef:14]. This was also another one of the factors that pushed Britain into considering an entente with France[footnoteRef:15]. The reaction to this seeming threat would continue to impact Britain beyond the nineteenth century with a large number of naval Dreadnoughts being commissioned in direct response to the Germans’ growing amount of capital ships[footnoteRef:16]. [13:  Seaman, p 409]  [14:  Seaman, p 392]  [15:  Thomson, pp 193-194]  [16:  Thomson, p 194] 

An early example of the unified German Empire acting in such a way that the British Government feared that it was becoming an overmighty nation and therefore needed to be dealt with was the 1875 crisis between Germany and France. Bismarck was frustrated with the speed that France was recovering following defeat in the Franco- Prussian War. This pushed him into considering ways of dealing with the revived France, deciding to either threaten the French with the loss of their ability to conduct their own policy without outside involvement or directly going to war with them a second time to crush them definitively. Benjamin Disraeli was worried about this, viewing Bismarck as another Bonaparte who needed to be contained. As such, he entered into a short-term alliance with the Russian Empire in an effort to intimidate the Germans into dropping any plans for further extreme conflict with France. This plan worked as the German Government backed away from both of the Chancellor’s plans they had been considering, which prevented further escalation[footnoteRef:17].  [17:  Trevelyan, pp 365-366] 

A central aspect of British Foreign policy when it came to handling the threat of posed by other powers within the Balkans region, was to prop up the Ottoman Empire. Britain’s fear of the expansion of Russian influence within the region was one of the key concerns that drove this policy, with keeping them away from the straits being the most crucial aspect. The biggest British concern in this instance was the disruption of the pathway to India[footnoteRef:18]. Keeping the Ottomans in control of the region was also seen as being important to blocking the French ambitions in North Africa. The fundamental fear was that any of the newly emerging states would align themselves with other powerful nations. As such, a policy of backing the Ottomans emerged[footnoteRef:19]. The most obvious manifestation of this policy came about in the form of the Crimean War, in which the British fought with the Turks against the Russians in reaction to the latter’s efforts to expand their power within the Ottoman Empire[footnoteRef:20].  Later still, when the Russians arrived at the capital’s walls and forced through a treaty, the British response was to threaten to declare war on them and to bring in soldiers from India into Malta to demonstrate the seriousness of their threat. This sufficiently intimidated the Russians, that they agreed to put the San Stefano treaty before a European Congress[footnoteRef:21]. [18:  Seaman, p 217]  [19:  P. Hayes, British Foreign Policy 1867-1900: Continuity and Conflict, ed by T.R Gourvish and A O’day, p 156]  [20:  Encyclopaedia Britannic]  [21:  Trevelyan, p 376] 

 The United Kingdom’s concerns about the other competing colonial powers and the potential fighting was a motive in the division of Africa and other later deals centred on the various powers’ spheres of influence. Salisbury’s desire to push an official program with the other colonial powers of the time, which produced the carving of the continent, arose in an effort to avoid complex warfare.  Fears that a struggle for control of the populaces and land in the continent would result in Britain being dragged into multiple long wars, with the conquests of south Asia and America and the long conflicts that corresponded between the various colonising nations being a precedence for this likely outcome[footnoteRef:22].  The spirit of this policy can be also being seen in the case of the 1890 dispute over East Africa that broke out between the United Kingdom and Germany. There were concerns about German intervention in the region, so an agreement was worked out in which the latter would not intervene provided they received the North Sea island of Heligoland as a reward for their restraint[footnoteRef:23]. Similarly, although Britain did not control Sudan at the time, they still did not want to see it come under the rule of another colonial power, so when the Italians began making incursions into the Sudan, Britain persuaded Italy to take part in a formal agreement. This stipulated that they would stay out of both East Sudan and British Somaliland and the British would recognise Eritrea and Italian Somaliland as within their sphere of influence. [22:  Trevelyan, p 411]  [23:  Robbins, p 19] 

[bookmark: _Hlk508047413]In the later stages of the nineteenth century, British policy on the Ottoman Empire and how to handle the still pressing issue of Russian power and ambitions in the Balkans underwent certain changes and adjustments, partly in response to new developments in the area. The rise of the Russian Empire within that area seemed to be a certainty in light of the Ottomans losing the war of 1877-1878. it was decided that rather than carry on with the established policy, they should expand the scale and degree of direct involvement by Britain within the Balkans[footnoteRef:24]. The British began to actively taking land away from the Ottomans with their permission, to rule over themselves[footnoteRef:25]. Specifically, they gained control of Cyprus by promising the Turks that they would contribute to the defence of their Asiatic domains. The motive for this was the belief that the Ottoman Empire was fundamentally unable to defend their territory from conquest by outside powers, therefore the most effective way to keep the Russians from increasing their power in the region with land conquered from the Ottomans was for the British to take control of that land themselves and then set about more effectively keeping the Russians out of that Balkans territory, by way of military means and methods[footnoteRef:26]. [24:  Hayes, British Foreign Policy p 157]  [25:  Seaman, p 215]  [26:  Hayes, British Foreign Policy, p 157] 

Britain also faced threats from the Russian Empire within the context of Afghanistan, whereby the two nations competed with each other for dominance in the country. The Russians made active efforts to try and increase their own power within the country[footnoteRef:27]. When the Russians began to pursue a relationship with Sher Ali, the Amir, the British response was to convince him to give permission for a British mission to remain in the area for an indefinite period of time. When the Russians later forced their way into conducting a military mission of their own in the capital of Afghanistan, Kabul, the initial British reaction to was to attempt to send yet another mission to the country[footnoteRef:28]. It was also out of an intense fear of Russian efforts within the country that the British Government launched various endeavours and plots centred around trying to tighten Britain’s control over Afghanistan[footnoteRef:29].  One of the practices that the United Kingdom started within the country to use as a deterrent against further Russian invasions was to send a series of viceroys into the frontier town of Chitral, this being intended to act as a reminder of Britain’s involvement in the country for the Russians and thereby a warning to them about what they do in Afghanistan.  [27:   Hayes, British Foreign Policy , p 155]  [28:  Seaman, p 221]  [29:  Seaman pp 343-244] 
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