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Academic Interview
Question 1 - Why is your chosen area worthy of research? Explain the rationale for your topic.
I chose to study the area of learn through play and the outdoor environment as it is a topic of which I am particularly interested within. Through experience upon placement within a primary school and previous work experience I am particularly fond of the Foundation Phase and how children learn. Growing up on a farm meant I spent an enjoyable childhood mostly outside and having a young son who is very busy I have noticed the impact the outdoors has upon his own behaviour and development. This and my hopeful career of becoming a teacher lead me to explore the topic further and discover the impact of outdoors within regards to child development. Learn through play is an important piece of research as it entertains the aspect that a child can gain knowledge through playing with their own ideas (Woodhuysen, 2004, p.108). 
In given this I wanted to explore the aspect of learn through play and gain an understanding as to why it is an important developmental process within a child’s learning. I believe it is a relevant topic within education as with the new curriculum coming arising child-centred learning is very much supported as children are encouraged to become capable ambitious learners (Donaldson, 2018). Learn through play is highly beneficial in ways that it is crucial to children developing their social skills, self-awareness as well as necessary to intellectual development (Foundation Phase, 2015). I wanted to discover as to whether the outdoors as a learning environment could support this method of learning and how it fitted in with the new curriculum. Successful Futures (2015) promotes the importance of the four aims within the curriculum, and reports from Estyn supported the positive implementations that were being made in order to support these aims and promote the new curriculum into the education system.
Question 2 - Summarise your findings.
Through gathering research, I determined that there was a significant impact upon a child through learning within an outdoor context such as a Forest School or upon an educational visit. It has been determined that learning within the outdoors allows children the freedom of learning and discovering like every other child, where barriers such as Additional Learning Needs do not impact a child’s learning (Forest School Association, 2020). It was determined that Forest School was not the ultimate and only method of effective learning, as achievement intellectually, socially and emotionally could be made within the outdoors of a school setting through proper implementation. Through learning outside of a classroom context, it was discovered that children have more freedom when it comes to their learning as restrictions such as time are non-existent. Manning and Sharp (1977, p. 163) explain how children’s learning is more motivated outdoors as there is no awareness of time, or when a learning process is going to be stopped or how much time children have left to play. 
This offers children the chance of non-stop exploration and the opportunity to collaborate or independently develop new discoveries of their learning. Another discovery made was what an outdoor learning context had to offer to both children and practitioners. Research by Manning and Sharp (1977, p.157) allowed me to gain an understanding that natural elements such as mud and leaves gave children the opportunity to learn but it also allowed practitioners to record and observe children’s level and preferred method of learning as well as participate in activities when necessary. This results in gaining the ability to monitor children's progress within their development the same way of which would be approached within a classroom and making necessary plans to develop each child’s learning further. 
Question 3A - If you were required to carry out primary research on your topic, what methodology would you have used? Why?
When considering my chosen topic and the appropriate primary research the methodology of which I would have chosen would have been observation. The opportunity to have observed children within an outdoor context such as a Forest school or an educational visit would have been my preference. I would have chosen observation as my primary research to obtain a first-handed experience as to how children behave in an outdoor context and to note the ways in which they learn and discover. This would have allowed me to consider whether there were significant differences to those learning methods within a classroom from past experiences. I may have also chosen an interview with a Forest School Practitioner. This would have enabled me to understand their own approach to children learning within the outdoors and compare with previous research from a classroom teachers' perspective. Observation is not only beneficial for recording and monitoring children's development and progression but also to realise where significant changes need to be made (Manning and Sharp, 1977, p. 18). 
Significant changes have a wide variation of meaning from adult intervention when children are participating in activities, to equipment to aid children in their learning. This may be because some children may need prompts or specific resources to aid them in expanding their knowledge. David (2004, p. 33) describes that understanding what children need is important when supporting them to gain an understanding of the world around them. Through observing children within the outdoors, it offers the opportunity for practitioners to make adaptations to the environment or learning activities that can specifically suit the child in helping their learning and development (Smagorinsky and Barnes, 2014, p. 3). This method of primary research would be suited to a context such as a Forest School or other outdoor environments as it would be practical and effective without interrupting the way in which children interact, play and learn allowing myself full access to explore and research areas within my chosen topic.

3B - What would have been your ethical considerations?
When carrying out primary research it is important to consider the ethical aspect of respect and preparation regarding participants. The BERA Guidelines (2018) promote the careful consideration which must be made whilst conducting research, as the researcher themselves must remain open and sensitive whilst conducting in primary research within the preferred setting. Within close consideration to the BERA guidelines (2018) ensuring confidentiality of participants as well as keeping educational settings anonymous is of most importance. This is to ensure no information of research gathered from the setting is passed on inappropriately when conducting observations. To ensure that all research is secured safely and professionally observation notes will be transferred from paper and recorded upon a laptop which has password protection to ensure all information gathered is only accessible to the researcher. This is to ensure that all information gathered is not to be shared or exploited in any unnecessary way other than shared with the appropriate lecturers of the university (BERA, 2018, p. 6).
Question 4 - What are the strengths and weaknesses of your study?
Through writing my dissertation I was able to determine where some strengths and weaknesses lie within my academic work. I feel I was able to successfully gather information and use varied resources such as journals, books and websites to gather research new and old. Reflecting upon this perhaps some more consideration should be taken when using research that is dated from a considerable time ago and to be sure to look further into new research gathered at a more relevant time. This is because of the constant reforms that are made within research and new developments over a period of time often mean updates within theory, policy and practice. I feel my academic writing is of a good standard and I am able to write down my research effectively whilst supporting it with theory. However, I feel that when it comes to the fluidity of my writing, I sometimes struggle with making effective links from one topic to another or structuring my work in a way which is academically appropriate as well as practical for the reader. 
This is something of which I would like to practice for my future academic writing and wish to improve when studying my PGCE. In order to improve my academic writing, I intend to use reflective practice which will enable me to practice and develop my fluidity when writing future assignments through developing my personal qualities such as perseverance and patience (Cottrell, 2008, p. 25). If I were to conduct my research again, I would modify the amount of research gathered for each topic within my dissertation. Some chapters I found there was considerable amounts of research of which to speak about, which possibly meant that other chapters lacked depth due to word count. This is something for future reference I would like to consider and devise a plan which will enable me to share my research equally and effectively ensuring I cover each specific area appropriately. 
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