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[bookmark: _Hlk120013027]Assignment 2: For a social issue of your choosing outline how a government (nation/local) or other organisation has used creativity to address the issue. 
Assignment: 2000 words (+/- 10%) 
Submission deadline: 30th January 2023 (DD 6th January 2023)
Gale (2022, p1) defines social issues as: 
…topics or subjects that impact many people. They often reflect current events but also represent longstanding problems or disagreements that are difficult to solve. Beliefs, opinions, and viewpoints can be strong, and debate on these topics is a natural outcome of public discourse.
 (Gale, 2022, p.1)
One social issue that is often discussed within communities, local councils, and governments is how to deal with all the rubbish we produce. According to the Bristol Waste Company (2022) in the 1950s, due to the end of the war, factories started to get back to manufacturing goods again and this saw the start of the creation of a lot more rubbish which, in 1958, The Times newspaper complained about. By the 1970s litter had become a ‘widespread social norm’ so the Dangerous Litter Act 1971 was passed with a fine of up to £100 for anyone caught dropping litter (Bristol Waste Company, 2022, p.1). However, with increases in the population the problem of rubbish has escalated to include more toxic waste, such as disposable nappies, baby wipes, and plastics, and we are making more rubbish than what we need (Metro Waste, 2022).
Therefore, this essay examines the longstanding social problem of how we dispose of the rubbish we create. It specifically focusses on Carmarthenshire Council and discusses the creative ways they have come up with to address the issue of rubbish disposal. The essay will look at what works well, and which areas need more development to improve.

The Public Health Act 1848 was first introduced in the United Kingdom and helped greatly by the way waste was collected by appointing the Central Board of Health whose job it was to make sure that in England and Wales this was done by them to improve the living conditions of the public (Devon Contract Waste, 2022). Households in Great Britain were sent out leaflets in 1940 by the Government to help with collecting household materials to help with the war and this legislation was promoted by the Government and local councils (Irving, 2020).
The 3 Rs- Reduce, Reuse and Recycle- are an important part of disposing of waste all around the world (Mohanty, 2011; Gordon, 2015). The idea is that, instead of just throwing all our rubbish away so that it ends up in landfill, that we try and give it a second life (Mohanty, 2011; Gordon, 2015). This idea started off in 1970 in America and was later introduced as legislation in the UK in 1983 (Gordon, 2015). Later, Friends of the Earth (2016) campaigned for doorstep recycling in England and Wales and the Government brought out the Household Waste Recycling Act 2003.
When they collect your rubbish in Carmarthen, it is done by the same vehicle that has different compartments to separate the waste, this is then taken to the material recovery facility (MRF) at Nantycaws, and within six weeks a Coca Cola tin could end up being made into aeroplane parts (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2022). 
The Welsh Government set targets of 70% recycling by 2025 and for Wales to be a zero waste (100% recycling) by 2050. If we fail to meet the targets, we could face large financial penalties which will affect all of us as residents in the county. Wales is currently 3rd in the world for recycling, help us get to 1st place!
(Carmarthenshire County Council, 2022)

The creativity in this is to find ways of getting rid of waste, so that it does not build up to unmanageable levels, something that has been going on for decades, it is just that we must do it in an up-to-date way (Bristol City Council, 2023). This is because of the industrial revolution which has created even more waste and pollution and also because we have different kinds of waste, for instance, plastic and cardboard (Arena Group, 2023). Nowadays we are overpopulated, and this creates a lot more rubbish. Also, human activity such as on-line shopping has contributed to creating a lot more waste, because they did not have on-line shopping in the old days (Arena Group, 2023). These are all challenges that need to be overcome by looking for creative solutions, however, things are changing for the better as current statistics show that Wales is better at recycling out of the four UK nations (UK Government, 2022), also Wales is third best in the world for recycling (Welsh Government, 2022). 
People have become more aware of the 3 Rs and the fact that if we do not do it, it affects the environment (Earth Reminder for Everyone, 2022). People are contributing to the 3 Rs to avoid waste going into landfill because that is a very big pollution (Earth Reminder for Everyone, 2022). People have become quite aware of saving the environment for the reasons of deforestation, global warming and the greenhouse effect, and have started realising that waste is having an impact on our environment (Earth Reminder for Everyone, 2022).
However, according to Gutierrez (2020), people focus too much on the 3rd ‘R’ -recycle- rather than the other two- reduce, reuse. People are more inclined to recycle rather than reduce or reuse, for example, people tend to have too many clothes and throw them away rather than make do and mend (Gutierrez, 2020). The 3Rs are in the order ‘reduce, reuse, recycle’ for good reason- this is the order which people should think creatively when considering what to do with their waste (Gutierrez, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Hlk126063037]According to Burns, Corte and Machado (2015), sociology has a big influence on creativity because it looks at the world as a whole, with all individuals active participants, especially from an evolutionary perspective, as all societies need to work together to keep the world healthy and clean. Furthermore, they say that most humans have a creativity embedded in them which makes them think in creative ways, such as putting household waste and recycling into the right waste, even though they may not realise they are being creative and our helping the planet. The impact on the local community is that we have cleaner streets and nicer environments to live in (Burns, Corte and Machado, 2015). Burns, Corte and Machado (2015, p. 275) go on to explain how the rise of industrialisation saw a gathering of ‘Inventors, innovators, entrepreneurs, scientists and engineers, business leaders, and government officials’ not to just make a profit but also to bring recognition and be respected, especially in Great Britain which was soon followed up in North America and Europe. Yet concerns about population growth soon arose and Governments had to step in around the world to stop the resulting increase in pollution that was affecting the world (Burns, Corte and Machado, 2015).
The Well-being of Future Generations Act 2015 has recently introduced seven of the well-being targets which includes Wales contributing to global well-being. Another part of the Act expresses the importance of the ‘five ways of working’ as well as its aim of involving people who are interested in attaining the well-being goals, including young people. Wales recognised the younger generation wanted to have a voice, and they were the first ones I the UK to follow the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) giving children a voice and enabling their opinions to be heard (Plastic Waste Committee, Welsh Youth Parliament, 2020):
Article 12 of the Convention notes the right of children and young people to voice opinions on all issues that affect them and for that opinion to be taken seriously. 

(Plastic Waste Committee, Welsh Youth Parliament, 2020)

The Littering and Plastic Waste Committee, within the Welsh Youth Parliament (2020) found that 86% of the children in school had told the youth project that reduce reuse and recycle should be put on the schools education curriculum so that young people can learn in the classroom about the importance of the 3Rs within society. However, young people still need a lot of education on the impact of waste on our planet, which the majority want to, but they need the right educational setting to make it easier for them to have a voice in the schools (Plastic Waste Committee, Welsh Youth Parliament, 2020). Children and young people have lots of ideas and just need some help to bring them to reality, for example, eco councils in schools are organising recycling bins for schools, including clothes recycling which brings in extra income for the school (Plastic Waste Committee, Welsh Youth Parliament, 2020).
[bookmark: _Hlk126062453]The Plastic Waste Committee, within the Welsh Youth Parliament (2020) found that the young people are trying to recycle when they are at home, with the majority being good at recycling plastic bottles. In fact, 90% of the young people recycled plastic bottles in their home, and around 80% also recycled cans of drinks. However, they lacked in other items such as plastic containers, food packaging, paper and cardboard, clothing, and food waste. Also, there were only 20% that recycled their clothes. The young people also expressed that there are not enough recycling facilities around for disposing of waste within their local communities (Plastic Waste Committee, Welsh Youth Parliament, 2020). This might be because there is sometimes confusion around what can and cannot be recycled, depending on the rules of the particular local council, but Carmarthenshire council have tried to educate residents of any changes to rubbish collections via their website as well delivering leaflets door to door (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2023). People do not seem to like change, but they do get used to it after a while. Foster (1999) suggests that there have been many critics of Karl Marx. His theory was that humans were running the earth although many neo-liberals and Marxists were against his notions. Today ecological sociology has found his late work very beneficial to the recycling issues the world is dealing with and has been facing more recently Foster (1999). He blamed the capitalists, the wealthy businesspeople for ruining the earth and the environment and at the time people would not listen to him, but now we can see he was making sense. 

[bookmark: _Hlk126061686]In conclusion, this essay has looked at the longstanding social problem of how we dispose of the rubbish we create. It specifically focussed on Carmarthenshire Council and talked about the creative ways they have come up with to address the issue of rubbish disposal. Carmarthenshire council are a really good example of what can be achieved with the right attitude and getting residents on-board with enthusiasm. Wales rank 1st in the UK for their recycling targets, and Carmarthenshire are well on the way to meeting the Welsh Government’s 2025 target of 70%. They have been able to do this through investing in up to date waste recycling facilities, educating residents on their individual responsibilities, and helping to change attitudes. However, they still have work to do as people do not always like change and some find it hard to adapt to new ways of doing things. 
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