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There are many different theorists that impact the  learning environment and their theories are imbedded in the way the current curriculum is set out and how children are taught, their influences have been detrimental to the early years curriculum and also  around the world  (Macleod-Brudenell and Kay, 2008, p.17). In Spain between the 7th-10 June 1994 ninety-two governments and twenty-five international organizations met and a new statement was developed, this was called the Salamanca Statement and Framework for Action on Special Needs (UNESCO, 1994). This states that every child has a right to an education and that every child must be given the opportunity to achieve and maintain acceptable levels of learning also children with special educational needs must have access to regular school which should accommodate them within a child-centred pedagogy capable of meeting these needs (UNESCO,1994, 8-9), the child-centred approach is supported by The Children Act (1989). Since the Victoria Climbie case a new document was produced called Every child Matters, this document was a result of the laming report which highlighted a need for a multi-agency working in harmony to produce a good practice and to ensure work is integrated properly (Knowles,2006).
The following essay will be comparing and evaluating three cognitive theorists and how they have influenced the way children learn and how they are taught within the inclusive education system. These theorists will be Jean Piaget, Lev Vygotsky, and Jerome Bruner. 

     Piaget (1896-1980) was the first phycologist to make a systematic study on cognitive development, he believed that children actively construct Knowledge and understanding of the world through a hands-on experience with the environment. He argued that there are four stages of development which include, the sensorimotor stage- from birth to age 2, this stage was learning through touch and feel, the pre-operational stage age 2-7 where the ability to think logically about different objects start to develop, the concrete stage  age 7-11 where the logic starts to become more structured and the formal operational age 11 onwards where verbal reasoning starts to happen (Bates 2019).  However, these stages have been heavily criticised because his findings were based on a small number of children, mainly his own and some of a higher social influential background (Allan and Bates, 2011). Piaget theory implies that the teacher supports the child by equipping them with the materials to explore and find their own answers to an open-ended question that has many different outcomes working alone instead of the teacher helping them with the answer.  Unlike the findings of Vygotsky who believed in different styles of teaching, some children might be the same age but at a different cognitive development stage, so children would be put in different learning groups, some children may need a one to one however, each child will have their own learning outcome and by using interventions and strategies will all achieve their full potential he believed that children learned through their own abilities after they have learnt through interaction, guidance and reassurance of knowledgably adults, (Beith, 2008).
Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934) was a leading figure in soviet phycology and his views on learning have influenced the pedagogical approach to teaching world-wide, his theory was that children learned knowledge through social interaction with family, friends and teachers, he referred to people as most knowledgeable others. Like Piaget he also believed in constructivism but more of a social influence and developed the concept of scaffolding, this was called the zone of proximal development he believed that learners were in this zone when they are struggling to achieve independently and by giving guidance and support would in turn give the learner the tools to gain the confidence to achieve and manage the task eventually with no help.  His theory was that children learn from social interaction from the environment around them and by influential adults and peers who have more knowledge and understanding of the world. Vygotsky worked at the  institute of Psychology in Moscow which worked closely with children with special  needs and implied that the problem was not neurological but society itself, he said “Although the disability itself (blindness, deafness) is a biological fact, the educator in constructed not so much by the biological facts but by their social consequences,”   ((Allan and Bates, 2011). He supported the inclusion of children and believed that children should be supported in terms of strengths rather than weaknesses, underpinning the current curriculum today and contributing to the development of the pedagogical approaches within the early years practice.
Jerome Bruner (1915-2016) was another social constructivist who was heavily influenced by the work of Vygotsky and Piaget and also emphasised the importance of social interaction and builds on the theory of scaffolding. Burners believed that children were active learners that would achieve there fully potential by first-hand experiences to help them. His theory was a spiral curriculum which is to establish desired outcomes, agree learning goals, facilitate the learning experience, evaluate understanding then redefine outcomes.  He suggested that by giving the learners the essential information but not organising it for them is a critical aspect of learning. Bruner also believed in a child-centred approach and that children learn through play and by applying the spiral curriculum teachers can support children to expand their understanding and rethinking by revisiting lessons and experiences the child has done before. Learn through play is another way for children to get first hand experience of the world by play certain roles, for example in the home corner they can pretend how to be a shop keeper and interact with peers and teachers and sell items from the shop, just by simple play roles like these children will build their confidence, acquire life skills and a better understanding of the world.
After comparing and evaluating all three theorists its apparent that the all have similarities, both Bruner and Vygotsky emphasised  the importance  of a child’s environment, especially the social environment, both believed that interaction with adults was important to achieve specific outcomes, however Piaget did not see the importance of adult interaction and did not think an adults influence made a difference to learning, all three theorists believed that children had a natural curiosity and that children are active learners in a learning process. Out of the three Piaget was heavily criticised because people believed his stages of cognitive were too fixed and did not take children with special needs in to account. Throughout all these finding it is apparent that all of these theorist have played and still play a huge role in the way children are taught today are all embedded in the early years foundation phase curriculum that encourages a  child-centred play based pedagogical approach which is centred on the individual needs and interests of children. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The way in which children are  being taught is changing and there is a reform in the curriculum,  the areas of learning have changed dramatically  because society is changing so children need different a skill set to progress in the 21st century and children are seen as active learners who are responsible for their own outcomes, Piaget, Vygotsky and Bruner have and will still continue to influence this as the children are not changing it’s the world around them.
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