Policing by consent
In this essay, policing by consent will be looked at closely to look at to see what the good and bad points of policing by consent are. What are the reasons that policing powers changed over the years and how they have changed. 
[bookmark: _Int_8Nm6qnGr][bookmark: _Int_8HLiVaga]Policing by consent is important within the police. Without the consent of the public, they would be unable to do their jobs. Policing depends on the trust and confidence that the public have in them. The better the repour with the public, the more likely they will aid the police when needed, whether that be giving witness statements or volunteering their time. Hobbs and Brown (2023) state that trust in the police is the belief in the reliability of the police to behave fairly and effectively during interactions with the public. the importance of policing by consent was highlighted by the Covid-19 pandemic. According to Desai (2020) new laws were introduced to stop the spread of the virus, Londoners gave their consent for the new laws and followed them. Police found that 68% of Londoners supported the police’s approach on the lockdown. 
Police have a history of abuse of powers in the 1970’s and 80’s. In1981 riots broke out in the Brixton area due to the amount of racism that was shown to the people of colour. According to Pierre (2022) the riots were caused by multiple factors, some of these being social and economic deprivation and tensions between the public and police rising. Discrimination within the police at that time was high, and one act of discrimination was the ‘sus’ law. Gloucestershire Council (2023) writes that the suspicious person (sus) law was created in 1824 with the Vagrancy Act giving officers the power to arrest anyone that they suspect of loitering with intent to commit a crime. In the 1960’s, police used it against people of colour. Evidence showing a disproportionate number of men of colour being stop and searched compared to white people. In the 1970’s people became frightened by the thought of being ‘mugged’ and with this fear, the amount of stop and searches given to people of colour had also increased. Gloucestershire Councill (2023) also stated that in the years 2017/18 3 in every 1000 white people were stopped by police compared to 29 in every 1000 black people in the same year. 
A recent survey conducted by the Independent Office for Police Conduct show that there is a lack of trust in the Police felt by black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) groups. 63% of the responses show that they believe that the police do not apply stop and search equally to all groups. A poll by the Criminal Justice Alliance showed that 36% of young BAME people have less trust in the Police because of what they know about stop and search. This demonstrates the disproportionate use of stop and search towards BAME groups and how that has caused the trust between the Police and people of BAME groups. This is according to UK Government (2020).
Issues with racism in the police are still prevalent today. The National Police Chiefs Councill (2023) published the Police Race Action Plan in 2022 followed by a survey which had invited members of the public, officers, and representatives of organisations to look at the plan to give their thoughts on the plan. There were over 5,000 responses but only 10% of these responses were from black, black British or Black mixed heritage. With the lack of responses from the BAME community, it shows the under representation and a lack of relationship between the police and the communities that they protect. The Police Race Action Plan is a plan that sets that ambition to make the police anti-racist and address the problems that affect black people working or interacting with the police. The survey found that the responses were divided on whether the plan would work. Black or mixed-race responders were more sceptical than white responders, but this is understandable given the background that the BAME community have with the Police. 
In the 1990’s the Stephen Lawrence murder shocked the nation with the nature of the crime. The Crown Prosecution Service (2022) wrote about the murders and how the case has seen improvements with policing and justice system. The investigation at the time was deeply flawed, the police did not conduct a proper investigation at the and it took 18 years of campaigning by his family and supporters before two of the five suspects were brought to justice in 2012. The Home Office (2014) reported that because of the death of Stephen Lawrence, many lessons were learned from the investigation and how the case was handled. An inquiry was launched in 1998 and investigated allegations of police corruption in the original investigation. According to Meade and Nikolls (2023) The macpherson report found that the police were ‘institutionally racist.’ They found that there had been multiple failings in the initial investigation and the way that Lawrence’s family and Duwayne Brooks had been treated by the police. According to Roberts (2012) Lawrence’s family was treated with suspicion rather than compassion. The police stereotyped Brooks and Lawrence at the time of the attack, at first calling the attack ‘gang violence.’ because of the macpherson report the racism within the police was highlighted by the data that was gathered. Because of this report, two of the suspects of the murder was finally charged in 2012. 
In 2020, George Floyd was killed in police custody which sparked outrage in the public. This death made people realise how ethnic minorities were handled by police. His death sparked mobile outrage across the globe. Dray (2021) reports that in anger protesters pulled down the statue of Edward Colston and threw it into the harbour. MP Keir Starmer said that the death of George Floys shone a light on racism felt by the people of the US and beyond. The campaign group ‘stand up to racism’ called people to take a knee in protest of police brutality across the world. This pose is important because it was how the officer was kneeling on George Floyds neck for nine minutes. 
These example all have one thing in common, the way that police had handled situations involving racism had caused unrest and had affected the trust and relationship between the police and the public. 
The police rely on the trust that they build with the public to allow them to do their jobs properly. The public obeying the law is them consenting to do so. Trust can be affected by many things, and the police not using their powers fairly and justly can affect the trust that they have between them and the community. Due to the racism within the police and how they had treated people over the years people protested which is a sign of a lack of consent to police powers. Without the publics willingness to obey the law, police would not be able to keep everything under control. In 2011, London started to riot again after the death of Mark Duggan. The department for communities and local Government (2013) showed that what had been a peaceful protest was turned into an opportunistic crime spree because of how police handled the situation. And the media attention did nothing to help rebuild the trust that had been broken by the events. People were less willing to assist the police in situations afterwords because of the fear that they felt due to what was reported in the media. 
Within the last few years, the police have been trying to rebuild the trust with the public. Tudor (2023) writes that “no individual can choose to withdraw their consent from the police or the law.” meaning that if the police ask them to do something with reasonable cause, then they must obey the instruction. Police powers are dependent on the publics willingness to recognise authority, but officers should also recognise that physical force should only in desperate situations. Unreasonable force is what causes mistrust between the police and community, so making sure that powers are used responsibly is a top priority for the police now. 
In conclusion, the relationship between the police and the public is crucial to allow police to do their jobs. Looking back at the historical racism in policing can show why and how the trust and relationship between the community and police has changed. How events have changed the way that police powers are used and how the public's response can show weaknesses within the police. 
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