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[bookmark: _Toc59834467]Research Title
Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (UWTSD)
[bookmark: _Toc59834468]Introduction 
A student will be able to achieve personal goals and learning while being supported in academic life (Heath and St. Clair, 2011. Every course of university comes up with new scopes for learning and challenges for the individuals. But recently, the changing environment of the countries and situations have raised the need for technologies and virtual learning environment. With the rising of virtual learning, the digital skills of the individuals are expected which can help them to manage academic background (Barnes and Jenkins, 2014). Also, the students can work on their career objectives while developing knowledge, skills, and competencies. The traditional ways of education have been changed due to different circumstances. The changing environment can raise the stress level of the students with different university courses and semesters. The students are required to work on their education and ability while being part of higher education. Under the usages of Moodle and the virtual learning environment, the student’s learning experiences can be positive and effective (Ghamdi et al., 2016). This research study aims at the investigation of the Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) –Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (UWTSD). Both primary and secondary data collection methods will be adopted in this study.
[bookmark: _Toc59834469]Rationale of Research 
The virtual learning environment and soft-ware based learning options have been common recently for the sake of safety and fast teaching (Buzzetto-Hollywood et al., 2019). Although a number of proprietary products have been introduced in this digital area, Virtual Learning Environments (VLEs) is the trendy one. Apart from this, Moodle has been software for virtual learning which aims to manage educational and community purposes. The educator gets tools and techniques for supporting creative design with vibrant online learning communities (Mihanović et al., 2016). With the help of Moodle, the platform has been developed with a constructivist approach where interactive activities, assessment tasks, direct communication, chat rooms, discussion forums, and evaluation technique. The student’s preferences, feedback, communication, and learner-centred environment are given priority (Hajhashemi et al., 2018). These are essential for the growth of the student’s experiences. 
[bookmark: _Toc59834470]Research Aim and Objectives
This research study aims at investigating the Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) –Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (UWTSD).
The research objectives are:
· To assess the factors contributing to Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) in (UWTSD).
· To investigate factors affecting students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
· To analyse the Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) –Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (UWTSD).
· To recommend strategies for positive students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (UWTSD).
[bookmark: _Toc59834471]Literature review 
According to Ghamdi et al (2016), a virtual learning environment has helped the students to get more learning scopes compared to the traditional approaches of education. On the contrary, Han and Lee (2017) argued that when it comes to the traditional ways of learning, students are more comfortable in their academic study. However, a virtual learning environment can raise more responsibility for the learning of being part of the community. But, Hajhashemi et al (2018), on the other hand, responded that now-a-day, the students get instant feedback and assessment through virtual learning environments and different software used by the educational organisation. The students have an idea of their weaknesses and learning progress under this way of teaching. But, Buzzetto-Hollywood et al (2019) stated that the educational system of the virtual learning environment has increased the usages of updated information and data for the sake of learning. However, Direito et al (2019) mentioned that the student’s experiences and learning depend on their preference, supports from the academy, and engagement in learning. A virtual learning environment gives both options to students which creates a positive experience and learning of the individual. On the contrary, Cross et al (2019) opined that in some cases, a virtual learning environment can affect the integrity and honesty of the students. Even the financial conditions can affect the learning progress and knowledge development of students under this environment. 
[bookmark: _Toc59834472]Research Methodology 
Academic research option helps the students to develop their researching skills and learning. In this project, a simple process of researching tools has been applied (Jervis and Drake, 2014). For primary and secondary data collection, positivism research philosophy and deductive research approach have been selected. Positivism allows the researcher to conduct research for the facts and observational data through measurement. Apart from that, the deductive research approach conducts the process for collecting data from the evaluation of known theory, journals, and hypotheses or assumptions (Edwards & Brannelly, 2017). In this study, the mixed research design has been utilised for the sake of both qualitative and quantitative data. 
Data Collection and Sampling Method
For the collection of data of this project, both data collection methods have been adopted. Primary and secondary data collection tools are applied for different purposes. The primary data collection tool confirms raw and reliable data collection from a primary source and the secondary data collection tool confirms detailed investigation from journals and articles published by others (Sekaran & Bougie, 2016). For a detailed investigation of the selected aim, a secondary data collection tool has been applied and for raw data from respondents, the primary data collection tool has been applied. 
A survey research strategy has been followed for the primary data collection. Google survey has been chosen due to circumstances based on Covid-19. According to the survey strategy, respondents are communicated for data collection where the sampling method is applied (White and Vicars, 2012). For this study, the purposive sampling method has been chosen. The purposive sampling method represents the approach used by the researcher for selecting respondents/sample based on accessibility and availability (Norris et al., 2015). Under the purposive sampling method, the respondents have been communicated online and the google survey has been done with questionnaire methods. Data has been collected from 20 students on the London campus of UWTSD. Updated journals and articles published after 2015 have been selected as secondary sources for detailed investigation. 
[bookmark: _Toc59834473]Primary data analysis
The data has been analysed with two different analysis tools. For primary data, MS Excel has been used and for secondary data, a qualitative data analysis tool has been used. 
1. Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) involves a learner-centred environment for students.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc57072972]Figure 1 Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) involves a learner-centred environment for students.
The student’s experience and learning get influenced by the environment created by the educational organisation. Among 20 students of the UWTSD, 13 of them have agreed that Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) involves a learner-centred environment for students. 3 of them were neutral and 4 of them have disagreed with the fact. However, VLE has ensured that inclusive practices are utilised within a learner-centred environment. 



2. Learners are engaged and supported for experiences in VLE
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc57072973]Figure 2 Learners are engaged and supported for experiences in VLE
Engagement of the students in the academic study helps them to be confident and more energetic for learning. Around 13 respondents have agreed that learners are engaged and supported for experiences in VLE. 4 of them were neutral and 3 of them disagreed with the information. 
. 









3. Technology helps students to learn fast. 
[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc57072974]Figure 3 Technology helps students to learn fast
12 of them students have agreed that Technology helps students to learn fast. 8 of them did not agree to the fact. Moreover, Learners are given priority in VLE with the inclusive practice, fast assessment, and instant feedback from the teachers. Also, the experiences and learning of students get supported and developed with the help of VLE. 








4. Main advantages of VLE
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc57072975]Figure 4 Main advantages of VLE
5 of the respondents have confirmed that VLE contains tools to help students learning, 6 of them have agreed to VLE contains facilities to engage the students, 4 of them have stated that VLE delivers scope for increasing technical skills and 5 of them have agreed that VLE helps them to study from home.  
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5. VLE with Moodle Software has positive impacts on learning experience.
The virtual learning environment has helped the communities and educational organisations to focus on developing safe and flexible learning approaches for the students. However, VLE has approached the learning styles and teaching practice which are safe and effective for this situation faced by the countries and people. Most of the students tend to value their career goals and success with academic success and learning. Every approach used by the educational organisations need to identify the learning preferences and needs of the learners in the environment. Hence, VLE helps the organisation to fulfil the student’s expectation and learning experience. 
[bookmark: _Toc59834474]Secondary data analysis 
Understanding and preparing for learning and gaining success at university relate to different situations and conditions for the students (Barnes and Jenkins, 2014. The students can have problems and challenges ahead of them in order to learn and cope with the environment. In recent situations and growth of the technologies has increased the supports towards VLE and internet learning. Individual’s talent, skills, and learning have been influenced by the learning given in VLE and Moodle (Ghamdi et al., 2016). A study has been conducted by Direito et al (2019) representing the evaluation of students after using VLE programs.
[image: Development and evaluation of a virtual learning environment in  professional nursing courses]
[bookmark: _Toc57072976]Figure 6 Evaluation of students after using the VLE program
Source: (Direito et al., 2019)
The result has shown that the environment of the VLE has been effective with the functionality, relevance, usability, accessibility, and content. The student’s experience gets more positive and effective within VLE and Moodle. Most of the educational organisations in the UK have been using technologies and the internet for creating VLE with different soft-wares and tools (Hajhashemi et al., 2018). With the help of Moodle, the students are more likely to be part of learning and inclusive practices. 

[bookmark: _Toc59834475]Conclusion and Recommendation
The project has aimed at investigating the impacts of VLE/Moodle on student’s experience in UWTSD. This research study has achieved its aim through the discussion of primary and secondary data. The skills and learning of the students have been influenced by the given teaching style, environment, and practice of the educational organisation. Recently, VLE has been part of the academic study where the students are working for developing their learning and performance. With the help of VLE or Moodle, the educational organisations including UWTSD have been connecting the students which have developed their knowledge and learning within a safe and flexible environment. Both primary and secondary data collection methods have been adopted for the completion of the paper. However, UWTSD needs to focus on more techniques and tools in order to develop a student’s experience and learning. UWTSD can work on online courses and supports for international students and existing students with the development of student satisfaction strategy and Moodle.
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[bookmark: _Toc59834477]Appendix
[bookmark: _Toc7183812][bookmark: _Toc27600027][bookmark: _Toc54570621][bookmark: _Toc59834478]Google Survey Form
Student Name: __Imayinkhor Johnbull Osawaru__________________________ Student ID: _____1920459_______________
Module Name: Digital Skills and Research Methods Term 2    Group:     ___3__________
TITLE OF THE RESEARCH: “Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.”
Dear participant,
This is an academic research project which is based on the “Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.” The information of yours will be protected from the third parties.
Thank You
[bookmark: _Toc392527144][bookmark: _Toc398513409][bookmark: _Toc415417421]Socio-Demographic Profile of the survey
1. What is your gender? 
· Male
· Female
[bookmark: _Toc7183813][bookmark: _Toc27600028][bookmark: _Toc54570622][bookmark: _Toc59834479]Questionnaire 

	Questions 
	Strongly agree 
	Agree 
	Neutral 
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) involves a learner-centred environment for students.
	7
	6
	3
	2
	2

	Learners are engaged and supported for experiences in VLE.
	5
	8
	4
	3
	0



	

3. Technology helps students to learn fast 
· Yes
· No

4. Main advantages of VLE
· Contains tools to help students learning 
· Contains facilities to engage the students 
· Deliver scope for increasing technical skills
· Study from home 

5. VLE with Moodle Software has positive impacts on learning experience.











[bookmark: _Toc57920282][bookmark: _Toc59834480]Research Ethics Approval Form
Please answer all relevant questions and note that your form may be returned if incomplete.
For further support and guidance please contact your respective Unit Tutor.
Please complete this form in good time before your research project is due to commence.
	Section 1: Basic Details

Project title: ……………………………………… Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (UWTSD)

Student IMAYINKHOR JOHNBULL OSAWARU    ……………………………………………………………………………………...

Student ID  1920459  ………………………………………………………………………….……

Programme:   CERTHE:SKILLS FOR  THE WORKPLACE  ………………………………………………………………………………….………

School: UWTSD 
 ……………………………………………………………………………………….………..

Intended research start date…………………DECEMBER 03 2020……………………………………...…….

Intended research end date………DECEMBER 10 2020…………………………………………………………….





	Section 2: Project Summary

Please select all research methods that you plan to use as part of your project:

· Interviews: 

· Questionnaires: 

· Observations: 


· Data Analysis: 










	Section 5: Ethical Issues

Are there any particular features of your proposed work which may raise ethical concerns? If so, please outline how you will deal with these.

No

It is important that you demonstrate your awareness of potential risks that may arise as a result of your research. Please consider/address all issues that may apply. Ethical concerns may include, but are not limited to the following:

· Informed Consent                            
· Potentially Vulnerable Participants
· Sensitive Topics                               
· Risks to Participants and/or Researchers 
· Confidentiality/Anonymity                
· Disclosures/limits to confidentiality
· Data Storage and Security both during and after the research.
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