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We were given the task of conducting a group discussion of around 15 minutes. We had to discuss a scenario and consider the roles of professional individuals in an initial child protection conference.
We had to refer and consider the well-being and rights of the child and consider good practice and appropriate procedures.
The scenario was regarding the behaviour of a 3 year old child in a group which had altered significantly over the last month. There was concern regarding th child’s well-being and the matter was raised with the leader. The child was withdrawn and the leader/manager had asked to document everything as they had decided to make a referral.      
When we were told this was a group task I reached out to the other three Welsh speakers on our course and asked if they would want to work together. I then set up a group WhatsApp page for the four of us for us to communicate effectively over the following month. This proved to be incredibly important as we used it very often. Logistically it was impossible to meet up to discuss the task with us living over two hours drive apart, therefore we agreed to meet up after the lectures, and when someone was unable to attend we informed them of our discussion on the WhatsApp group. In hindsight it would have been easier to be in a group where we lived closer to each other, but this could not be prevented as we are the only four Welsh speakers in the group and we had to be in groups of four.
Then a few days before our discussion myself and two others submitted our work to each other so that we could read though and familiarise ourselves with what we were all going to say.
The day of the presentation I booked a room in the quad at the University, so we were able to go through our discussion and rehearse before our allocated slot.
I enjoy working as part of a team because you get an insight into how other people think and everyone can contribute their ideas. The only problem we encountered was not being able to meet up outside the lectures, however we had great communication on the phone and we were able to rehearse properly on the day of the presentation. 
I learnt many things from my role as a GP, according to (Gmc UK, 2018), Doctors play a crucial role in protecting children from abuse and neglect. Early identification of risks can help children and young people get the care and support they need to be healthy, safe and happy, and to achieve their potential. Protecting children and young people is the responsibility of all doctors. It is vital that all doctors have the confidence to act if they believe that a child or young person may be being abused or neglected. Acting will be justified, even if it turns out that the child or young person is not at risk of, or suffering, abuse or neglect, if the concerns are honestly held and reasonable, and the doctor acts through appropriate channels.
Governments must help families who cannot afford to provide this.
I am more confident now in knowing what the different roles entail, and I would be confident in relaying this back to people, in terms of current legislations and the rights of the child.

Social services and wellbeing act 

The social services and wellbeing (Wales) act, (GOV UK, 2018) has introduced a stronger more robust approach to safeguarding.
They believe it is everyone’s responsibility and that every professional and organisation must do everything they can, to ensure that children at risk are protected from abuse.
A National Independent Safeguarding Board has been established to work with the safeguarding children boards across Wales.
The board’s duties are to:
· provide support and advice to safeguarding boards with a view to ensuring that they are effective
· report on the adequacy and effectiveness of arrangements to safeguard children and adults in Wales
· make recommendations to the Welsh Ministers as to how those arrangements could be improved.


All wales child protection
The AWCP are an essential part of safeguarding children and promoting their welfare. They inform child protection practice in each of the local and regional safeguarding children boards across Wales.
They are managed by the All-Wales Child Protection Review Group which represents all of Wales’ safeguarding children boards and partner agencies.


ACEs
I was not aware of the term ACEs (CDC gov, 2018)  before embarking on this assignment and I found it very interesting, it made me reflect on people that I’ve known in my life whether it be in school or in the workplace, also neighbours that I had when I lived in London, and it made a lot of sense to me. How their upbringing had shaped them into the people they became. The valuable lesson I learnt and took from this was that children can be helped and intervention, as early as possible is paramount. Childhood experiences, both positive and negative, have a tremendous impact on future violence victimization and perpetration, and lifelong health and opportunity. As such, early experiences are an important public health issue. Much of the foundational research in this area has been referred to as Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs).



Lord Laming
In April 2001, Lord Laming was asked to chair an Independent Statutory Inquiry following the death of Victoria Climbié, and to make recommendations as to how such an event may, as far as possible, be avoided in the future. These were some of his recommendations.
A national agency for children and families, led by a children's commissioner, should be established to ensure local services meet national standards for child protection and implement reforms.
The creation of a national children's database that keeps a record of every contact a child has with a member of staff from the police, health and local authorities.

Safeguarding
Safeguard training is important as it helps people that are working with children to identify a safeguarding issue and more importantly what steps need to be taken when there is a safeguarding issue, or a suspicion of one, who to tell, what to do, the protocol that needs to be taken and the importance of logging everything exactly how you see it , not as you interpret it. Care must be taken to be honest and thorough when making observations, putting assumptions aside and simply telling it as it is. That is why observations are so important, as quite often small subtle changes can happen over a period before anything is done, and its useful to see if a pattern emerges or when problems began to surface, it also protects the person working with the child.
When there are changes to a child’s behaviour or indeed the parents or siblings it is easy to jump to conclusions
If I had any concerns about a child at my setting I would now be confident to approach the safeguarding officer. I was told who this was when I started at the school and there is also a piece of paper up in the staff bathrooms and staffroom reminding everyone of this. I’m happy that I’d be able to relay what I’d seen and my thoughts with the safeguarding officer and that we’d be able to take the necessary steps from then on.


Whistle blowing
Every person that works with children needs to be aware of the whistle blowing policy in their practice and who they need to go to if they have any concerns regarding a child’s welfare. 
The Children's Commissioner for Wales is an independent children’s rights institution established in 2001. The principal aim is to safeguard and promote the rights and welfare of children. 
The Children’s Commissioner for Wales’ statutory powers derive from the Care Standards Act 2000 (as amended by the Children’s Commissioner for Wales Act 2001) and Children’s Commissioner for Wales Regulations 2001. The legislation sets out the role and responsibilities of the Children’s Commissioner for Wales.   
The Children’s Commissioner for Wales can: 
Investigate whether certain public bodies are properly performing their obligations and responsibilities, review the complaints, advocacy, whistleblowing policies that certain public bodies have in place and making sure that such polices are effective, speak to the Welsh Government on matters which affect the rights and welfare of children in Wales 

Regio Emilia
Regio Emilia, (Child discovery centre, 2018) believed in the three subjects of education: children, families and teachers.
For children to learn, their well-being must be guaranteed; such well-being is connected with the wellbeing of parents and teachers. Children, parents and teachers have rights; the right to safety, care and welfare, the right to be involved and the right to grow professionally.
The role of the teacher
The image of the child shapes the role of the teacher and involves four major components. Teachers are:
· Co-constructors: partners, guides, nurtures, solves problems, learns, hypothesizes
· Researchers: learns, observes, revisits
· Documenters: listens, records, displays, revisits
· Advocates for children: involved in the community, politics relating to children, speaks for children and presents work to other educators and community members.

 
Conclusion
I enjoyed working with the other members of my team and enjoyed everyone playing a different professional role as it meant I not only learnt more about the profession that was assigned to me the family doctor or G.P but I got to learn about the other professions too. Its good to have other peoples input and insight into the assignments and learning the different legislations will help me in my career as a professional. The issue of safeguarding and neglect is a difficult one and I’m confident that this has improved my knowledge and credibility as a practitioner and will enable me to take the correct course of action if the need arises and to know what channels to take. 
On reflection, I’m not sure id make a good social worker as it would upset me too much and id be too involved. I now have an insight into how difficult the role is and how you are making such important decisions that will affect children and their families for the rest of their lives. However, at the same time it made me realize that as child practitioners we have a duty of care to the children within your setting and any concerns I have must investigated.
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