Some brief comments on essay writing and models for style

Most of these comments are not prescriptive, but may be of some help in reflecting on the next task. 

I know many of you have already written lots of university essays, but each level of study has new expectations. These are a few things, among others, I would be expecting at M-level.

· In approaching the essay topic my advice is to address the essay question explicitly, remembering to repeat its particular keywords from time to time in your essay. This helps keep the answer ‘on topic.’

· I advise don’t give the essay a ‘title’ that is not the question itself. Use the question as the title.

· I suggest one way to improve style and approach is to learn from models of the appropriate style. The exercise of writing the review was one in which you had to assimilate the style of a particular medium (reviewing). It is good to keep looking at appropriate models for an essay as you did with the review. 

· Though you will read some text books to get data for an essay, they are not a model for an essay itself, as they are primarily written to explain a subject to a beginner. A shorter essay or article is usually written to answer a single question for people who already have a background in the subject. A journal article is thus generally your better model for an essay and plenty of these are available on JSTOR to look at. I suggest take some time to reflect on the ways authors use paragraphs and references in a journal article. See how they introduce and balance information. This can help you in forming your own personal interpretation of what is appropriate.

· Your words and style need to be your own, but there are basic points on which we converge – we don’t all wear the same clothes, but neither do we differ wildly for the most part.

Best wishes,
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