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	STUDENT ID No.: 2131857

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How may public perception and media scrutiny affect police officers confidence in implementing use of force powers?

INTRODUCTION:
Worldwide, police “use of force” is often discussed in the media and heavily scrutinized by the general public. Understandably, this has had a significant impact on regulations surrounding police powers, particularly over the past 20 years as social media has developed.

As a serving police officer, I always prioritise public protection as well as the safety of my colleagues, this sometimes requires using appropriate force on perpetrators to prevent harm. Many members of the public and the media are quick to condemn these actions, this may result officers being hesitant to utilise their powers for fear of public scrutiny.

The aim of this research is to examine the police guidelines/training surrounding use of force and provide a better understanding of why public scrutiny may have an impact on officers decision making. In addition, this research will assess the publics perception of the police in recent years, following high-profile incidents where force was used by serving police officers




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
-	To identify police guidelines and use of force powers available to officers, and what training and guidance they are provided.
-	To discuss the how the public perceive the police in the UK and how their views have changed over the years
-	To explore how public scrutiny may affect a police officers confidence in their decision making?




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
· Hanway, P. and Hambly, O. (2023). Public perceptions of policing: A review of research and literature (GOV.UK) - This government review explores the importance of public perceptions of policing and considers what confidence and trust mean. It also reviews factors that can influence public perceptions and interventions that may improve public perceptions of policing in the UK.
· College of Policing. (2022) Factors affecting Dyfed Powys Police Officers’ decisions to use force. This article studies these elements which I will integrate into my research.
· Basu, N. (2022). Maintaining Confidence in Police Use of Force in Western Liberal Democracies. Cambridge Journal of Evidence-Based Policing – This article analyses the factors that affect public perceptions of police in the UK.

While the above studies aim to address media/public perceptions of police and how this affects officers decision-making, several other articles and government reports I have researched have provided statistical analysis into reports of police misconduct, and instances where officers have used force. I plan to conduct further investigations into factors that may have altered these statistics in the last 5 years.
This, as well as the data I will obtain from my questionnaires, will be integrated into my research and provide further clarity for my objectives.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I plan to produce two questionnaires. This is a cost-effective way of obtaining data from anonymous individuals. This will aid me in my research as the questionnaires can be completed relatively quickly, allowing me to gather more data in less time. It will also be simple to analyse the results of the questionnaire.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
· The first questionnaire will target the perspectives of 25 police officers.
· The second will be a general questionnaire for 25 members of the public.

The questionnaires will seek to research two different points and will ultimately aid me in formulating my overall conclusion.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
None.

	TIME SCALE:
I plan to have completed and dispensed the questionnaires, and analysed the results within the next 6 weeks.
I will conduct further research into my subject and highlight the most relevant topics to explore.
I will submit the required sections of my research within the required time frames.
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