Reflective essay
When planning and  writing a piece for a showcase with my peers, I was at first a little hesitant, but excited. I was unsure of what it would be like to work as a group and if we’d be able to work together without problems. 
However I believe we all were very organised with our time and planning. Holding student meetings after classes to talk and discuss various things that goes into planning a showcase, such as location, time, theme and how we’d target a specific age range.
After a few meetings we decided on hosting our showcase in tucker theatre. Originally some were departing on holding the showcase in the student union, for easy access to an audience and a relaxing atmosphere. This got changed to tucker theatre, due to our heavy themes of grief, death and suicide, not wanting to send the wrong message to those who may not have wanted to hear these things, or be disruptive when performing, due to the student union being a popular spot for people to have fun with friends.
Tucker theatre on the other hand gave a more professional feel to the performance, it also had an easy layout to place people who would be performing and those who are attending. It also made sure audience members were there knowing the themes and would be ok with the messages being said in our pieces.
We also decided to include an intermission with so many pieces, we needed to find a way to make sure those in attendance didn’t get too bored and agitated, plus it added a way to organise the order of our pieces. By having 2 groups we could select certain pieces that fit into certain themes more than others. The pieces in our 1st act was targeted towards death, middle section both before and after the intermission had themes of suicide and loss of self and our  closing pieces where focused around grief. 
Not all performances perfectly fit in to these themes, but I believe we did a good job with what we had. We purposely left 2 pieces till the end of our showcase as they were more comedic and light, compared to the other pieces, it also made it so we’d leave those in attendance with a happier note and in a more relaxed mood. 
When writing my piece for the showcase I wanted to write something more personal with an internal monologue. I used the setting of a therapy session. This was to show a message about the character speaking, while they only discuss things that are going wrong in their life they’re still reaching out to get help with their problems.
The main message of my monologue was that families are flawed in many different ways, which is why I titled it ‘ordinary family’. I wanted my character to showcase a bigger inner conflict with both wanting to get help for their own problems, but also be that for the people around them and the realisation that the family has only just gotten more vulnerable as well as connecting more was just due to loss. That the main character knows very little about their family and is doubting how long their family will continue to be vulnerable.
The original draft of my piece while had more detail in the problems that each individual family member had lots of emotion, however after discussing with peers, the conclusion was made that the original draft lost the therapy session feel as it went to much into detail about others. Which I changed as therapy sessions are meant to focus on the person attending the sessions. However when adapting my monologue I tried my best to keep some of the more impactful words and phrases. Although it was a struggle to make the sentence flow smoothly. 
Overall I feel as though my piece could have been improved upon a lot more, that it lost some of the impact that other pieces in the showcase and wasn’t as clear with the themes that was advertised in the showcase. 
However I believe overall the showcase was a success, with lost of amazing pieces and a set up in a great way that really made each individual piece stand out as writing pieces and lived up to the name we decided to call the showcase ‘looking into the mind of creative writers’. I think it went really well for audience members who seemed to enjoy each of the pieces and it felt like everyone got a good response to the messages they were trying to get across.

