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How everything can be seen as Art? And how art influence culture?

Everything can be art and the influence of Art and Culture. One of the problems of understanding art is that art must only be enter through gallery. The truth is there are still great artists that creates good works that appear on the corner of the street, on the wall, various designer t-shirt, books or even intangible things like music or taste of food and drinks. The definition of art is therefore not limited to picture frames. 

MUSIC
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I discovered K-POP in 2012, I was 11-year-olds, and the first song I heard was 'Gangnam Style' I felt that it was such as fun song to listen to, especially the catchy beat. It always excited me. Since 2012, I've always heard KPOP music, and my current favourite group is BLACKPINK.
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Popularity of South Korean pop music (K-pop) worldwide in 2020 (Statistic, 2021)


“K-pop, short for Korean popular music; is a genre of popular music originating in South Korea as part of South Korean culture” (K-POP, 2021) I listen to K-pop even though I do not understand the language. I don't know what drives me into this, but the sound, rhythm. It seems that K-pop music is in demand worldwide, including in the UK. When I visit HMV, I couldn't resist seeing a K-pop music section on the shelf. Suggest that many people have the same interest as me. Even if I can't understand the languages, I still like it every time I listen. When I am listening to music in a foreign language, I find that it helps my brain relax and improve mental health.

"Did you understand the song?" a frequently heard questions when I play foreign songs that are not English or Thai (the languages I understand) but enjoying that one song you listen to doesn't mean that I must always understand the meaning of it. According to Longfellow (1835, p.4), "Music is the universal language of mankind." Although I do not understand the importance of the lyrics, that doesn't disappoint my music experience, as the song is 'Universal language.' So, whether the piece is in Korean, Japanese, Chinese, Vietnamese, French, or Spanish, I can enjoy it. People loving one song is not necessary to know the content or the beautiful language of the song. But may prefer it because of the bass line, guitar line or the rhythm of the drum. Although the lyrics play an important role, it's not the main factor that diminished the enjoyment of the music. Ever? Feel that one song is so fun, the music is so hyped it get you up and dance, but one day opened and read the translation of the song and found out that it was a sadder song than the drama that you were waiting for that day. After that, I find myself does not listen to that song the same anymore. The advantage of listening to music that we don't understand the meaning of is that you will not let the lyrics dictate how you feel when listening to the song. And enjoy the sound of the musical instrument, beats, and melodies instead. As well as this, you can interpret the lyrics of the song from your perspective.


CULTURE

"Manga are comic or graphic novels originating from Japan. Most Manga conforms to a style developed in Japan in the late 19th century, and the form has a long prehistory in earlier Japanese art. The term manga is used in Japan to refer to both comics and cartooning." 
(Manga, 2021).

When I was still in Thailand, Japanese culture has dramatically influenced Thai culture, from food, film and movies, clothing, cosmetic, including Manga and anime. I remember looking forward to watching a new anime episode every weekend on Television. Back then, there were many Japanese Manga stores for me to purchase a book and rent in my hometown, which resulted in me saving up my money to rent a manga every weekend to read. When I moved to the UK, I'm glad that I can still find Manga to read. There is a lot in the online shop as well as in-store such WHSmith and Waterstone. A fascinating thing that I see in Manga is it read backwards. Anyone who has read Manga will understand this sentence well because Manga usually begins on the right page and end on the left page. A beginner can find it confused because apart from reading right to the left, you must understand the channel before reading, which I find interesting. This is mean that action, sound effects and word-balloon order are completely reversed from English order. Manga, published internationally in other Asian countries, the United States and Europe, still uses its original methods. A considered way to be learning a new way to read that is unique and monotonous. The page of Manga divided into channels; each channel differs in number because the size of channels must be related to the content drawn by the author. For example, the character general talking scene may use small to medium slots; famous battle scenes tend to use many spaces. Some manga in this section may take up to a full page. Thus, not restricted at all that one compartment must be small or large depends on the author and what the author wants to convey to the reader. It is one of the charms of Manga that I find fascinating. Besides the attractiveness of the layout on each page, Manga has an engaging line and style of drawing. It is the reason that gets me started to like drawing and art in general.


Manga cartoons divided into five categories.
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[image: ]Firstly, 'Shonen', which means boy, is used as a term for Japanese cartoons targeting teenage boys. For example, The Promised Neverland, One piece, Dr. Stone, Spy Family and Demon slayer.
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Secondly, 'Shojo' is a typical teenage girl cartoon. It is the opposite of Shonen, which focus on personal and romantic relationship. For example, From me to you, Ao Haru Ride, Daytime Shooting Star and Skip Beat.
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Created by (Urasawa, 1999)

Thirdly, 'Seinen', this type of Japanese Manga targets young adult men from past teenage years to working age. The average age also starts at 18 and up to 30, or perhaps even more. The content of this cartoon type is getting more complex, from comedy to violence. For example, Gantz, Battle Royale, 20th Century Boys
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Created by (Suetsugu, 2007)

Fourthly, 'Josei' is a manga suitable for the woman of all ages. Still, the difference between Josei is leading story operator will be a cartoon with relatively mature age characteristics characters compare to Shojo. Still, it not too cute and sweet. For example, Nana and Chihayafuru
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Created by (Fujio, 1969)
Lastly, 'Kodomo' aimed at children. It has a very light content compared to other types. There is quite a direct interpretation and action of the characters. It is a cartoon that children can watch as well as adult, e.g., Doraemon.

ART

When I was young, I understand that only coffee powder plus water equal a cup of coffee. But I was wrong; I never knew that a cup of coffee would have a variety of brewing methods. Each person has their way to make a delicious cup of coffee. Apart from the coffee beans that roasted well, some factors make the taste of coffee different, including the ratio of coffee to water, Cooking time, Water temperature and Size of ground beans, and the care and meticulousness of the barista.

In comparison, a cup of coffee is a piece of art. Drip coffee is my favourite way of brewing. The methods of brewing drip coffee have been around for a long time, originating in Germany, but in the early days, coffee technology was not very good. Therefore, not getting as popular as it should be. But later, the Japanese have been developed until it is widely popular worldwide. Drip coffee is a type of brewed coffee. It primarily refers to where brewed coffee has been made by mixing hot water with ground coffee in a filter and then collecting the coffee as its drips into the glass below the coffee filter.
The coffee beans used mainly for 'Filter coffee' are light to medium roasted, in which they can bring out as much of the scent hidden in the coffee bean as possible. I drink coffee to enjoy the flavour notes and aroma. Chocolate, caramel, almonds, fruits, and flowers scent evoked when making pour-over coffee or expresso. Many people might think that coffee must only be bitter, but at present, it has evolved more of the aroma that comes out of coffee. Coffee beans absorb scent in the environment. 

"Much like wine or beer, coffee can have many different inherent flavours based on where or when it's grown, how it's processed, how it's roasted, the kind of variety, and even how it's brewed. Roasted arabica coffee is one of the most chemically complex beverages out there and has thousands of unique chemical compounds that result in many different flavours! So, when we're tasting notes of "strawberry" in a coffee, we're tasting either the same, or very similar, compounds that are in actual strawberries" 
(counterculture, 2018) 

Thus, making it a unique aroma of each area where it is grown, and when it roasted, it emits a chemical and temperature smell. Therefore, when the barista chooses the coffee beans, they will look at the planted source to see if it meets the desired character or not. In addition, they will look at the people who roasted the coffee too because roasting influences the smell that will come out of the coffee. 
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To most people, a good coffee must be multiple flavours in a cup, and there must be no bad smell. As described, you can see that a cup of coffee can have a variety of flavours. Depending on the drinker's ability to distinguish the taste, a coffee taster's flavour wheel was created. The wheel separates the resulting flavour into colour because research has said that people tend to think of colour better than the type of smell when drinking coffee. The larger the inner circle, the more scent that people recognise most easily, namely chocolate, fruit and nuts. I called this the art of tasting coffee. Good quality coffee beans will have an aroma and flavour writing on the packaging. The coffee industry has a Q grader. Q grader is the person who passed the coffee tasting internationally, with certificates, which these people can distinguish the smell, all the flavours in the coffee, and who gave the cupping tester how much the score should be and analyse how delicious this type of coffee beans are suitable for brewing.  Every year, coffee growers send coffee beans to this group. The higher the score, the more expensive the coffee beans. It is a competition for good development as well.

According to Professor Chahan Yeretzian, the head of the Coffee Excellence Center at the Zurich University of Applied Science, “When we talk about roasted whole beans we’re talking about weeks to months of freshness. We’re talking about ground coffee; we’re talking about the timescale of from a few minutes to two months and then for the brew we’re talking about minutes." (Yeretzian, 2019) This is due to the build-up of carbon dioxide. To avoid oxidation, you must keep coffee beans away from light, moisture, heat, and air. Store them in an opaque, airtight container at room temperature. If you store your coffee beans the right way you can keep its freshness longer, they can stay fresh after a month of roasting. 
The equipment that required to make a drip coffee include Coffee beans, Coffee grinder, A dripper, there are many types of dripper, each of which make the coffee tastes different. A kettle. There are many different types of kettle big and small mouth that give different water strength which also can give different flavour. A goose neck is a recommendation for this type of brewing method. Filter paper. There are many different types of coffee filter. You use the filter paper according to the shape of your dripper.  I usually use V60 that have a V shape with a 60-degree angle. Thermometer recommended digital scale, Scale and stop watches


In conclusion, art is not a noble item but a free space that doesn't need to define. Similar to happiness. Each person's happiness is not the same; they have their style. We cannot compare other people's happiness or their likening to ours because the basis of each person's happiness is the personal preference of each person. Music is one of the things that nature brings along without our knowledge of its existence. Music is both a science and art that helps us be happy, have fun, and help relieve stress both directly and indirectly. Music is a means of nurturing the human mind to be bright. It is an art that uses sound as a medium to convey emotion and feeling. Word "music" has an expansive and varied meaning. It can be used as a basis for creating a different mood for each scene. A rhythm or melody that sounds comfortable. Music is a universal language. Communicate with the sound and music without the language barrier and connect everyone in the same world with a heart that loves music. Art—the art of reading manga. A different cultural alternative to reading book backwards and a unique style of art that originated in Japan.
You can understand why people do things the way they do by learning and understanding different cultures. You sympathize with other people's situation when you identify with them. This makes it easier to understand and avoids misunderstanding. All coffee may seem like the same drink because no matter what brand the coffee, it is still the coffee. But what is different for each brand in addition to the many complex manufacturing processes that affect the flavour and aroma of the coffee, making coffee is yet another process that changes the coffee's different tastes. A skilled barista making the coffee perfectly with a soft and smooth flavour is the most preferred for most people. Therefore, making coffee is not filling water and other ingredients down to the desired proportion, but there is a secret to the finishing time. It is choosing a coffee grade, different grind size (coarse and fine roasting to creating delicious new flavours. Therefore, coffee is like a work of being in the taste and touch of aroma from oil evaporating from the coffee beans. The taste may differ even it is from the same beans due to the craftsmanship of the brewer.

Art is an act of freedom. Art is unlimited. Everything can be art. Art is everywhere.



Based on my interest and research, it seems that I have a lot of influence on the word ‘culture’, so for my independence project I may look more in-depth in to culture and reconnect with my interest. 

What is Culture?
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