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3. Assessment Three: Dating and Database exercise

3.1 Dating Exercise (Medieval)

(a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.

To begin with I looked up when Richard II became king in ‘A Handbook of Dates[footnoteRef:1] which was 22 June 1377, then I added 8 to 1377 getting 1385. Next, I established that August 15 was when The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary[footnoteRef:2] was held. From there I had to work out what day August 15 fell on in 1385, this turned out to be a Sunday so the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the eighth year of the reign of Richard II would be Thursday 19 August 1385. [1:  Carl R. Cheney, A Handbook of Dates: For Students of British History Revised edn (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2000 [1945])]  [2:  Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, p.9	1] 


The Feast Day of Mary (Maria) Magdalena 22 July[footnoteRef:3] so the day after would be 23 July although this also happens to be a feast day of Apollinaris, Birgitta. [3:  Ibid. p.78] 


(b) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontification.

Using the Handbook of British Chronology[footnoteRef:4], I looked up the bishops of St Asaph[footnoteRef:5], there I discovered that there were two Bishop Anian’s I and II. The first was bishop from November 1249 until 29th September 1266 and the second from 21st October 1268 until 5 Feb 1293. The date mentions charters issued by Bishop Anian’s predecessor's ‘Bishops Reiner, Abraham and Hugh’ all three bishops were predecessors of the two Bishop Anian’s; Reiner 1186-1224, Abraham 1225-1233 and Hugh 1235-1240. It is therefore possible that the date refers to either Bishop Anian but as the three bishops mentioned are closer predecessors to Bishop Anian I it would seem probable that it is him and not Bishop Anian II the writer is referring to, but this assumption could be wrong.  According to A Handbook of Dates[footnoteRef:6] the feast day of Mary (Maria) Magdalena 22 July so the day after would be 23 July, therefore if the writer was referring to Bishop Anian I the date would be 23rd July 1250. If, however the writer is referring to Bishop Anian II the date would be 23rd July 1269. [4:  F. Maurice Powicke and Fryde, E.B. Handbook of British Chronology 2nd edn (London, Butler and Tanner, 1961)]  [5:  Powicke, Handbook of British Chronology, p.278]  [6:  Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, p.78] 





(c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton] 

Bishop of Ely John de Ketene 1310-1316[footnoteRef:7] which would place it in Edward II’s reign not Edward I’s as I first thought by the lack of a number after Edward. Edward II reigned from 8 July 1307[footnoteRef:8] so his fourth year would run from 8 July 1310 – 7 July 1311. Easter 1310[footnoteRef:9] was 19 April which would put it before Edward’s fourth year so it must be April 1311[footnoteRef:10] which was 11 April. Ash Wednesday was therefore 24 February, the 25 February being the Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday.  [7:  Powicke, Handbook of British Chronology, p.233
]  [8:   Cheney, A Handbook of Dates, p.34]  [9:  Ibid. p.212]  [10:  Ibid. p.196] 

John Ketton was ‘elected 2 March temp 18 July consecrated 6 September’ [footnoteRef:11] [11:  Powicke, Handbook of British Chronology, p.233] 


(d) Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Riddle held lands, and the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, Dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohn and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.

As there are so many King Henrys, I began by looking up Earl Rannulf of Chester hoping that would narrow down the timeline. From the Handbook of British Chronology,[footnoteRef:12] I discovered that there were three possible Earls Ranulph le Meschin 1120-21 d.c. 1129, Ranulph de Gernon 1100 d. 16 Dec 1153 and Ranulph de Blundeville c 1172 d.s.p. 26 October 1232. Of the three Ranulph’s each was alive during the reign of either Henry I 1100-1135 or Henry II 1154-1189. From there I moved onto the dates of Geoffrey Ridel, from using google two Geoffrey Ridel’s were found the Bishop of Ely who according to the Handbook of British Chronology[footnoteRef:13] was elected Bishop in late April 1173 before taking the position temporarily on 17th May 1173. Geoffrey Ridel was not consecrated until 6th October 1174 and died on 21st August 1189, meaning that he held his position under Henry II. The second Geoffrey Ridel was a royal justice in the reign of Henry I, Geoffrey was born in 1075 and died on the 25th November 1120.[footnoteRef:14] The next person I searched for was Simon Dean of Lincoln[footnoteRef:15] as The Handbook of British Chronology does not list Dean’s. Again, I began with a google search landing on British History Online[footnoteRef:16] which included seven pages from Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1066-1300 Volume 3 which listed all the Deans of Lincoln, there was only one Simon who was Dean during the reign of Henry I or Henry II and that was Simon Bloet[footnoteRef:17]. The dates of Simon are a little confusing as he appears to have been appointed Dean by his father after 1093 while Simon was still a child, as a child he would not have been witnessing the document. Simon was imprisoned by Henry I but escaped into exile before c. 1134 but he appears to have not been Dean since either November 1120 or November 1123. It is equally unclear when exactly Simon started working as Dean with British History Online having dates from 1107  [12:  Ibid. p.420]  [13:  Ibid. p.223]  [14:  Geoffrey Ridel https://www.geni.com/people/Geoffrey-Ridel-2d-Lord-of-Witheringe/6000000004957617489 [Accessed 15 November 2021]]  [15:  ]  [16:  British History Online, Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1066-1300 Volume 3< https://www.british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesiae/1066-1300/vol3/pp5-12>  [Accesssed 15 November 2021]]  [17:  Simon Bloet https://www.british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesiae/1066-1300/vol3/pp5-12#anchorn1 [Accessed 15 November 2021]
] 


Simon is also thought to have been a Prebendary of London sometime after 1114 and before 1129, if this is accurate and one cannot hold two offices in the church at once that discounts Simon as being Dean of Lincoln between those years. Despite the complexity of Simon Bloet’s dates and the uncertainty surrounding them I was at least now sure the King Henry referred to was Henry I. From there I looked up Ralph Basset[footnoteRef:18] Henry I’s chief justiciar in The Handbook of British Chronology. Ralph was called as Justiciar from 27th November 1116 and Michaelmas (29th September) 1130. For Geoffrey Ridel I again began with a google search as with Simon Dean of Lincoln, it proved difficult to fully ascertain dates from reliable sources of Geoffrey Ridel. Ridel seems to have died in 1120[footnoteRef:19] in the sinking of the White Ship which gave a terminus post quem. After further research I came to the conclusion that the Ridel of the document was the son-in-law of Hugh d’Avranches Earl of Chester [footnoteRef:20]which would align with the references to Ranulph Earl of Chester.  [18:  Powicke, Handbook of British Chronology, p.69
]  [19:  Geoffrey Ridel (2021) https://www.oxforddnb.com/search?q=geoffrey+ridel+&searchBtn=Search&isQuickSearch=true [Accessed 16 November 2021]]  [20:  Hugh d’Avranches Earl Of Chester (2021) https://gw.geneanet.org/lard?lang=en&pz=jean+charles&nz=terlinden&p=geva&n=d+avranches [Accessed 16 November 2021]] 


Next, again beginning with google I searched for Earl David, disappointingly the main result was the 8th Earl of Huntingdon who lived between 1152- 17 June 1219 which was outside of the time period in question. In order to check the dates, I went back to The Handbook of British Chronology and discovered that there was an earlier Earl David of Huntingdon King David I of Scotland[footnoteRef:21] who was born in c.1080 and died on the 24th May 1153 as King David was also Earl of Northampton which might explain why the document only refers to him as Earl and not Earl of somewhere like Ranulph Earl of Chester. After deciding that Earl David referred to King David I of Scotland I then looked up the Kings of Scotland in The Handbook of British Chronology which mentioned that David I visited Henry I in England in 1126-27 and 1130[footnoteRef:22], as the document was produced in Woodstock with David present. The settling of Geoffrey’s estates must have taken place between these dates. As Geoffrey Ridel died in 1120 this excludes the date of 1116-17 meaning that the document must have been drawn up and witnessed in 1130 sometime before the end of August early September as Henry I was away in Normandy then[footnoteRef:23].   [21:  Powicke, Handbook of British Chronology, p.55]  [22:  Ibid.

 ]  [23:  Powicke, Handbook of British Chronology, p.31] 
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