Mapping Potential Territories: Swansea Grand Theatre 
 Katie Hill

Swansea Grand Theatre, being the chosen proposed site, is a historical building going all the way back to 1897, which continues to this day to be an exciting, joyful, atmospheric setting that has something to offer for everyone. Taking into consideration Swansea Grand Theatre is not a place previously used as a site-specific, it locates only 10 minutes from the university making it more of an accessible location in hope for most. Within the theatre, there are plenty of spaces which could potentially be used to exhibit the chosen themes including the main reception, the stage, seating, backstage, dressing rooms. Every one of these rooms has a part to play with the experience of going to the theatre. 

As Swansea Grand Theatre is a venue in which goes back over 120 years, it withholds so much history.  A fact in which read upon stating that back in the mid 1900s, the theatre took a dip where it became a cinema. This reflected badly upon itself as due to the popularity of the tv, there became a decrease in the numbers of visitors. Luckily, Swansea Council bought the building in 1979, converting it back to a theatre and as we know continues to run. Understanding the difference between the cinema and theatre, this opens your eyes to acknowledge the different memories and type of experience you have as the audience. On one hand being you maintain predominately quiet and on the other you are welcomed to a space full of interaction, experiences and memory making.  

Taking into consideration that the actors of the theatre have such a big impact on the experience of going to the theatre, it could be interesting as a theme to look at merging the reality with fiction. Examples on the way this could be undertaken, is if successful to gain access within the theatre, items belonging to the actors. These items could be anything going from an item they may keep as good luck, diaries, audios from the actors. From this display, we can create the idea of merging reality and fiction as we get to see an insight onto how the performers become their characters and create an atmosphere, we find nostalgic and memorable.  
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