Support Paper- Sarah Everard
 
This support paper will discuss who Sarah Everard is and the incidents surrounding her death. It will also portray how this major event affected the community, the nation, and most of all, women (The Guardian, 2022).
 
Sarah Everard was a 33-year-old woman, who lived in Brixton, South London. Sarah was walking home from a friend’s house in Clapman, which is located in South London, on the 3rd March 2021 when she was abducted by a man called Wayne Couzens. Couzens did not plan who he was going to kidnap but he had planned to attack someone (BBC News, 2021).
Couzens had planned the whole attack: a few days previous to the attack he booked a hire car, which he used for the abduction. After abducting Sarah Everard, Couzens drove her to Kent - it was here he raped her and then murdered her by strangling her with his police belt. The next day he then bought petrol to burn Sarah’s body, which he had stored in a fridge. He also bought rubber bags to throw the remains of Sarah Everard’s body into a pond (BBC News, 2021).
 
The effect this murder had on the public was monumental. Firstly, 1 in 10 (10%) would be less likely to report a sexual assault to the police following the Sarah Everard case. This suggests there is an impact on women feeling like they cannot report their crimes as they will not be believed or listened to (End Violence Against Women,2021). Furthermore, the Home Secretary announced £5 million in funding to keep women safe on the streets. This could be used for a variety of strategies, including: 
a) Installing additional street lighting, making public spaces brighter for women, resulting in a greater sense of safety (End Violence Against Women, 2021).
b) Installing additional CCTV systems, which can also make women feel more comfortable knowing they, and other members of the public, are being recorded. This could result in perpetrators committing less crimes, due to a greater chance of being caught (End Violence Against Women, 2021).
Additionally, the Home Secretary announced £27 million to recruit advisors to support victims. This included the implementation of a pilot strategy called “street safe” where the public can report online a location where they felt unsafe (The Conversation, 2021). Street Safe and other digital technologies perpetuate victim-blaming narratives that place the brunt of staying safe on women. They support the notion that monitoring women's behaviour is essential to stopping crimes. Door-to-door transport services may even disclose a woman's residence, increasing her sense of insecurity and susceptibility to harassment or stalking (The Conversation, 2021).

More than half of the survey response (65%) feel that the Government should do more to make women feel safer where they live. This suggests that more than half believe that violence against women should be resolved to make women and girls feel safer in the World (End Violence Against Women,2021). Moreover, women may have opted to take public transport home rather than walk in the dark, suggesting they do not feel safe walking (End Violence Against Women,2021).

With regards to the public perception of how violence against Women and girls is dealt with, 76% of women and 71% of the adults polled think the culture of policing must change to better respond to violence against women and girls (End Violence Against Women, 2021). This can impact the police as they don’t have the community's trust or belief in them that they will take reports of violence against women and girls seriously. (National Police Chiefs Council, 2021). Therefore, as a result of this, the police will have lack of community support and lack of people reporting crimes, and therefore the public not receiving the help, support, or justice they deserve (National Police Chiefs Council, 2021). The End Violence Against Women Coalition commissioned nationwide research which supports the previous point with 47% women and 40% of men reporting a declining trust in the police following the rape and murder of Sarah Everard by the serving Metropolitan Police Officer Wayne counzens (End Violence Against Women,2021). This caused major outrage across the UK, not just over the police officer abusing his powers but abducting a woman from the street, and then murdering her and the fact he was a police officer at all (End Violence Against Women,2021). This made the public question the vetting, screening, and training of police officers (End Violence Against Women,2021). Furthermore, 80 Police officers across 22 police forces in England and Wales have faced disciplinary action for inappropriate sexual contact with suspects, victims, or witnesses since 2018, and 100 police officers in England and Wales faced criminal charges over the last 12 months, which included sexual charges (Politics Home, 2023). This shows that police might not take rape crimes seriously and male officers are more likely to commit a crime because they know they are likely to get away with it and will repeat to do so. The police even close cases for the lack of evidence (Politics Home, 2023).

Data shows that a woman is killed by a man every 3 days (LSE,2021). In 2020, there was 52,220 rapes recorded by the police in England and Wales but only 834, which is 1.6%, resulted in a charge (LSE,2021). This suggests that the police don’t take rape seriously and can affect an individual who has been raped; they may feel like they can’t report their crime as they won’t be believed or they may go to court and then the rapist will be given a not guilty verdict (Police.UK,2023). This could massively impact a woman’s mental health and well-being, with research showing that 40% of women that suffer with severe mental illness are victims of rape or attempted rape (University of London, 2014).


This support paper discusses the effects Sarah Everard’s case had on the community, for women and the World. It highlights that there is a declining trust in police authorities and more needs to be done to ensure the safety of women.
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