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The Doomsday Book
The Doomsday Book was commissioned by William the Conqueror in December 1085 and completed during 1086.  It was a detailed survey of property in England identifying the landowners and the use of the land.  The book is remarkable for its detail and the speed in which it was compiled.  It provides a concise picture of the distribution of ownership and resources 20 years after the Norman conquest of England.
The compilation of the bibliography was conducted by an internet search.  Firstly, I ascertained where the original Doomsday Book is held. The National Archive website provided me with a reference to the most recent translation of the Doomsday Book.  The National Archive website also referenced the Phillimore and Alecto editions of the Doomsday Book.  I returned to the internet to search for specific information on those publications.  While carrying out a general search on Google I discovered two online publications and resources, Open Doomsday and the Hull Doomsday Project.
I was surprised that my search had unearthed what I considered to be a limited number of editions.  I unashamedly turned to Wikipedia to search for other publications.  I was able to locate information which directed me to the historical development of the work on the publication of transcribed and/or translated editions as well as a photographic edition of the Doomsday Book.  Those references then permitted me to make a specific search for the details of publication of different editions.
Bibliography and Commentary
Printed Editions
James, H., Doomsday Book: or the Great Survey of England of William the Conqueror, London, Ordnance Survey, 1861-64
[bookmark: _Int_8SaE7Aq8]This was the first time the Doomsday Book was reproduced as a facsimile using a new process of photozincography.  This was where a photograph was transferred onto zinc or stone which was then used directly for printing.  By 1863 all 32 counties had  been published using red and black ink to replicate colours of the original manuscript.  It helped to expand public access to the Doomsday Book. This is a fascinating historical publication but is of more interest to the student of printing than to someone studying the Doomsday Book. 
Martin, G., Doomsday Book: A Complete Translation, London, Penguin, Later edition reprint 30 October 2003. SKU: 9780141439945
This edition is a complete translation in one paperback volume which makes it very accessible for the general public.  It uses the translated text of the 2002 book of the same title edited by Williams and Martin. It does not include a transcription of the Latin however, which may make it of less use to the scholar.  
Morris, J., (ed.), Doomsday Book, vol. 20: Bedfordshire, Chichester, Phillimore & Company, 1977
This edition is one of a complete series of editions published by Phillimore & Co. Between 1975 and 1992 of the Doomsday Book organized by counties.  The left-hand pages are facsimiles of Farley’s Eighteenth-Century edition.  The translation on the right-hand pages was carried out by volunteers.  The overall editorship was under John Morris.  These editions became the most easily accessible and used versions of the Doomsday Book.  Primarily aimed at scholars, they were also accessible to the general reader.
Round, J. H., (ed.), Hampshire, Victoria County History, 1900
This edition was the first of an ambitious project to publish individual histories of the counties of England.  Each was to have a translation of the relevant county section in the Doomsday Book. J. H. Round was the first editor and translated the text in this volume.  The project continued and Victoria County History continued to publish translations up to 1969.  The various volumes reached a very wide audience and were mainly aimed at the general public.  The work of translation and publishing was carried out over 69 years and inevitably led to a lack of consistency.  These publications are of limited use to the modern student.
Williams, A. and Martin, G. (Eds.), Domesday Book: A Complete Translation, London, Penguin, 7 November 2002. ISBN: 0141005238

This hardback edition uses the Alecto Historical translation of Great and Little Doomsday with a standardization of place names and an index showing the modern and contemporary place names with the folio reference.  A glossary of terms helps the general reader, and the complete transcribed text is of interest to the scholar. Being a hardback edition and having the Latin transcription makes it more attractive to scholars and collectors.
Williams, A. and Martin, G. (Eds.), The Penny Edition of Great Domesday Book, London, Alecto Historical Editions 1986

This edition was published on the 900th anniversary of the Doomsday Book and was designed as a collector’s item.  Limited to 250 copies the edition comprised a real size facsimile in two volumes on specially produced paper to replicate the original folios.  While a beautiful piece of work this is purely a collector’s edition and latterly for investment purposes.
Williams, A. and Martin, G. (Eds.), The Millenium Edition of Great Domesday Book, London, Alecto Historical Editions First Edition, 2000 

This edition used high quality images of the original Doomsday Book, specially authorized for the publication.  It was bound into two volumes with calfskin in imitation of the original Twelfth-Century binding.  This was a highly expensive publication of just 450 copies.  A beautiful work but not accessible to the general public or to most scholars, it was primarily a collector's item.
Electronic Editions
Hull Doomsday Project, The Phillimore Translation, 2nd Ed. 2010 from https://www.domesdaybook,net accessed 2 December 2022
This electronic edition of the Doomsday Book uses the translation published by Phillimore in the 35 county volumes edited by John Morris.  They use the original Latin text edited by Abraham Farley 200 years before.  This is an accessible resource perhaps of more interest to the scholar 
Powell-Smith, A., Open Doomsday, 2011 from https://opendomesday.org;  accessed 2 December 2022
Anna Powell-Smith created this edition using data previously created by the Hull Doomsday Project. It includes complete copies of all folio pages of the Doomsday Book with a map showing the geographical distribution of people and places listed in the manuscript.  There are separate lists of all the places and owners of land listed.  Selecting a place name sends you to a page which provides the recorded information for that location together with its geographical location on a map and an image of the respective folio. Selecting a landowner then sends you to a page listing the holdings and their location on a map.  This is a wonderful interactive resource, easy to use and informative, which is accessible to the general reader as well as the scholar.  
I must admit to being somewhat surprised at the limited number of editions of the Doomsday Book available.  Some of the editions are historical, such as those of Farley and James, and are of limited use to people today.  Others such as the Penny and Millenium editions of the Alecto Historical Editions are collector’s items and are not designed for either scholarly or general access.  The two Penguin editions edited by Williams and Martin appear to be the most accessible versions with the hard copy, containing facsimiles of the original manuscript appealing most to scholars.  I found the two online versions referenced to be of tremendous interest, particularly the later one created by Anna Powell-Smith since it facilitates cross referencing and provides maps.










