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According to Owen (2017) “The construction of childhood is changing and the rate of this change is unprecedented”. But considering a common definition of childhood is “The state or period of being a child” (Oxford Dictionaries | English, 2019) how can it possibly be so fluid?  

Childhood is a socially constructed phenomenon and it can be “the period from birth to 6 or 7, when the child can articulate clearly; birth to when the child can reproduce; birth to when the child can work; and birth to when the child can live independently of the parents” (Sorin, 2005). Being legally allowed to vote, drive, gamble, drink alcohol and the age of consent also fail to provide a clear backstop.

When the aims of the new curriculum in Wales are so focussed on ‘creating’ more adaptable and motivated pupils, who want to keep learning the skills and capabilities that employers are looking for and who are fully prepared for adult life it is no wonder that children are the most confused about what and when their childhood is.
Even the title of Donaldson’s review of the curriculum ‘Successful Futures’ nods to the fact that in contemporary society childhood is all about preparing for adulthood.
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