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Being darker makes being a migrant much harder by Melissa Tandiwe Myambo


While the world has evolved to be more inclusive in recent years; xenophobia, racism and other forms of prejudice are still prevalent in modern society. These forms of discrimination cause rifts in civilised society, creating segregation in different communities, this is demonstrated in recent events such as the BLM movement after the death of George Floyd. The BLM movement demonstrates how there is still a divide between those with different racial identity, and how this divide can cause conflict. The article is a demonstration of such discrimination that still happens, as it demonstrates the pigmentocracy prevalent in many countries which have been colonised by European counties, such as India and South Africa. Through studying the experience of migrants and how they are discriminated against, a deeper understanding of the importance of humanities as a subject can be achieved, but also a deeper understanding of the social injustice interwoven in all societies throughout the world.

[bookmark: _Int_Z3KgDj84][bookmark: _Int_PurXLkLe]The article looks directly at the current issue of pigmentocracy, a form of hierarchal discrimination where those of fairer skin colour are more valued and are treated fairer than those of a darker skin tone (Harris Trudier). This form of discrimination is not referred to by name in the article, but it is hinted to when Myambo makes mention of her research into US wages “previous research found that darker-skinned migrants to the US received significantly lower wages than migrants with the same qualifications who had fairer complexions.” The article also mentions xenophobia stating that those “from “developed” countries with “First world cultural capital.”” are treated better than those who come from third world darker skinned countries. This social injustice is incredibly prevalent in modern civilisation, and while there are those who oppose it, it has become a deep-rooted part of society, with the idea of social hierarchy causing greater rifts between people of different social classes and ethnic groups. This article is important in creating an understanding of how racial discrimination is affecting others, and with this understanding, more can be done to help stop this form of social injustice. The article also helps us to understand that there are forms of privilege that are not always obvious to those who are used to having them daily and creating an understanding of self-privilege does in fact help us as a society understand how others' lives are affected by social privilege. The article helps teach us about the forms of social injustice that those in other countries experience, (specifically the USA, India, and South Africa) and with this knowledge we are slowly able to close the divide between different ethnic groups, as the first part of activism is to spread awareness. While the article is seemingly not written with activism in mind, it is still spreading the awareness and knowledge needed to do something to help those who are being discriminated against.

The purpose of cultural studies and the Humanities as a whole is to understand others and ourselves by looking at the historical significance of culture and how its evolution has shaped modern day society. While the study is not entirely to understand who a person is on an individual basis, it does start to bridge the gap between those of different ethnicities and cultures. As “The one permanent emotion of the inferior man is fear – fear of the unknown, the complex, the inexplicable.” - Henry Louis Mencken, demonstrating that humans have a natural fear of the unknown, and “fear breeds hate, hate breeds violence” (Maayan Jaffe). This would lead to the belief that through a lack of knowledge of others, people lash out through prejudice and discrimination because they do not fully understand those they are discriminating against. That would further incline that it is through educating ourselves on others cultures and history we start to create an acceptance between those of diverse backgrounds. 
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