
In accordance with the University of Wales, Trinity Saint David Student's Union (UWTSDSU) Constitution and By-laws, the UWTSDSU Outdoor Pursuits Society and its members must comply with a written Constitution. This document is reproduced below, for the benefit of current and future Club, Society and Activity members. The Executive committee of the club or society must keep a copy of this on file for future reference and renew the constitution at the Annual General Meeting (AGM).

The Outdoor Pursuits Society will be affiliated to the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davids Students’ Union and, as such, shall agree to the following…
[1] The Outdoor Pursuits Society shall adhere to all rules of the University, the Students’ Union Constitution and the Students’ Union Social Policy and Activities Laws, which can be found on uwtsdunion.co.uk
[2] Representatives from the Outdoor Pursuits Society shall attend Committee Training, Club and Society Forums and the Students’ Union Annual General Meeting (AGM) and any other meetings called by the Students’ Union. 


[3] The Outdoor Pursuits Society shall maintain an active student membership of no less than 10 student members.
[4] The Outdoor Pursuits Society shall elect a new committee at the end of each academic year, normally via the AGM procedure
[5] The Outdoor Pursuits Society shall maintain a core committee of three members – usually, a President, a Secretary and a Treasurer.
[6] The Outdoor Pursuits Society shall hold an Annual General Meeting at the end of each academic year.
[7] The Outdoor Pursuits Society’s finances shall be kept in the assigned bank account in the Students’ Union and managed by the Treasurer of the Outdoor Pursuits Society.
[8] The Outdoor Pursuits Society will seek advice and permission from the Students’ Union before entering into any contract or other legally binding arrangement.












UWTSD Students’ Union Outdoor Pursuits Society Constitution (ratified March 2022)
To interpret this constitution, it must be considered in total and in relation to the constitution and bye laws of UWTSD Students’ Union.

Article 1: Name
The name of the student group shall be the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davids Outdoor Pursuits Society, also known as UWTSD Outdoor Pursuits Society.

Article 2: Purpose of the Club
The aims and objectives shall be: 
[2.1] Engage in relevant activities associated with the outdoors. 
[2.2] Encourage people to get out and about in nature or natural settings. 
[2.3] Use the activities as a way towards helping students achieve NGB’s. 
[2.4] Build a society that’s recognised and valued for present and future students.

Article 3: Membership
[3.1] The Outdoor Pursuits Society will be affiliated to UWTSD Students’ Union.
[3.2] Membership may consist of any ordinary member of the Students’ Union wishing to participate in and further the aims and objectives of the Outdoor Pursuits Society.
[3.3] At the discretion of the Outdoor Pursuits Society committee, members of staff, alumni and associate members of the Students’ Union may join the Society. 
[3.4] The Outdoor Pursuits Society shall maintain an active membership of no less than 10 ordinary members of the Students’ Union.
[3.5] Any additional membership fee shall be determined by the Committee and approved by the SU.
Team annually.
[3.6] All participants in club activity must be registered members of the Outdoor Pursuits Society and the SU.
[3.7] Members’ details will be held by the Students’ Union in line with the Data Protection Act.
[3.8] Student members are entitled to:
Join and participate in any activity organised by the Outdoor Pursuits Society, subject to funding, skill, experience and availability.
Attend, address and vote at any general meeting of the Outdoor Pursuits Society. 
Attend any committee meeting of the Outdoor Pursuits Society and, at the discretion of the committee, be granted speaking rights. 
Hold a position on the committee of the Outdoor Pursuits Society. 
Vote to elect any committee members of the Outdoor Pursuits Society.
[3.9] Non-student members are entitled to:
Join and participate in any activity organised by the Outdoor Pursuits Society, subject to funding, skill, experience and availability.
Attend and address any general meetings of the Outdoor Pursuits
Society.
Attend any committee meeting of the Outdoor Pursuits
Society and, at the discretion of the committee, be granted speaking rights. 
[3.10] The Outdoor Pursuits Society will operate on a basis of inclusion, therefore, no member will be discriminated against in line with the Equal Opportunities Policy.

Article 4: Compliance with UWTSDSU and UWTSD Club Policies and Procedures
[4.1] UWTSD Outdoor Pursuits Society will follow all bylaws, policies, and procedures of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David Students’ Union especially those found in the UWTSDSU Student Clubs Policies and Procedures document. 
[4.2] The SU reserves the right to veto any activities of the Outdoor Pursuits Society should they feel it contravenes any Students’ Union policy, or places an undue risk on the individuals involved.

Article 5: Committee Officers and Duties
[5.1] The committee is responsible for the day to day running of the Outdoor Pursuits Society in accordance with the aims and objectives in [2].
[5.2] The committee shall collectively, along with their own job roles, ensure that the Outdoor Pursuits Society abides by UWTSD Students’ Union’s policies and procedures.
[5.3] All committee members shall be elected democratically. Elections shall normally be carried out through the AGM format
[5.4] Committee nominations must be open to every student Society member and all student Society members must have the opportunity to vote in the committee election. Non-student members will not be able to run or vote in committee elections.
[5.5] Committee positions must be resided by members who are current students at UWTSD University.
[5.6] The Outdoor Pursuits Society committee shall have a minimum of three roles, a President, Secretary and Treasurer, at any one time.
[5.7] The duties of each of the Committee members shall be as follows:
President/Captain
· Act as the main point of contact for UWTSDSU and queries from club/society members
· Be the figurehead and spokesperson of the club/society.
· Ensure smooth running of the society, taking ultimate responsibility for events, meetings, and communication.
· Take joint responsibility for funding applications in consultation with the Treasurer.
· Ensure maximum participation in the club/society by students through active promotion at Freshers’ fair each year.
· Arrange continuation of club/society from year to year, e.g., Co-ordinating handover during summer term if committee are graduating.
· Attend any meetings that involve the club/society, e.g., the Club/Societies AGM at the start of each academic year.
Treasurer
· Manage the club/society’s budget which must be through the UWTSDSU bank account only. No external accounts may be used for club or society business.
· Be responsible for paying in and taking out funds on behalf of the society from their UWTSDSU bank account.
· Keep records of income and expenditure, e.g., receipts, which MUST be returned with any claim back for money.
· Ensure that external agencies used by the society send correct invoices if they need to be paid.
· Ensure that any handling of cash is done in a trustworthy manner with full records kept.
· Seek Sponsorship for the society through the local community.

Secretary
· Ensure communications between the club/society and the Students’ Union, keeping the SU informed of your events and activities so we can help you promote them on our website etc.
· Keep a contact list of members with names, email addresses, and telephone from information gathered from the sign up through the internet.
· Ensure everyone in the club/society recognises they have a common-sense duty of care towards one another.
· Keep minutes at any meetings.
[5.8] Additional committee members shall include:
Social Secretary
· Organise social events including non-drinking events (BBQ, Camping, etc..) 
· Welcome new members to the Outdoor Pursuits Society.
· Create a welcoming atmosphere for new members.
· Ensure the Outdoor Pursuits Society is respected on campus and the community.
[5.9] A vote of ‘no confidence’ in a committee member must be submitted formally in writing by any member to the entire committee and the SU. This is to be voted on in an Emergency General Meeting (EGM) called by the committee with at least two weeks’ notice. A minimum of half the society’s membership must be present, and the motion must be passed by two thirds of those present. The decision of this vote is subject to appeal by the committee member through the Societies Executive Committee. 
[5.10] A change in committee roles must be passed at an EGM before nominations open.
[5.11] The committee shall have the power to appoint appropriate sub-committee.
[5.12] Committee members should always act in the best interests of their Society. Where a committee member has interests outside of the Society that could come into conflict, or could be perceived to come into conflict, these should be declared to the entire committee. It may be appropriate for them to abstain from the relevant decision-making processes.

Article 6: Equipment
[6.1] The Outdoor Pursuits Society will annually (or whenever updates are needed) give the SU an inventory list of what they own as a club. This will be the responsibility of the Secretary and President.

Article 7: Health and Safety
[7.1] The Outdoor Pursuits Society will ensure to send at least one member to first aid training when offered by the Students’ Union to ensure the functionality of the club. The committee will work together before the start of the academic year to create a risk assessment for general meetings of the society or amend previous ones. 
[7.2] If the club is to do a fundraising event or any other event the committee will work together to create additional risk assessments. 
[7.3] As a club we will send all risk assessments to our members before their first sessions and put it on our webpage.

Article 8:  Committee Elections and Terms of Office
[8.1] All UWTSD Outdoor Pursuits Society elections for the upcoming year will occur no later than March 31st on an annual basis. 
[8.2] Prior to the election, the Committee shall appoint someone to oversee the elections; the person does not have to be a member of UWTSD Outdoor Pursuits Society and cannot be a person who is running in the election.

Their role will be to:
· Oversee and administer the elections for UWTSD Outdoor Pursuits Society.
· Ensure Members are aware of the election a week in advance.
· Hear and decide on any complaints. 
· Take minutes of the AGM.
· Oversee and administer the counting of votes/ballots. 
· Announce the results of the elections and inform the SU of next year's committee.

[8.3] Voting for upcoming years Committee will be conducted as follows:
1. Nominations for the positions will last for 3 days, candidates should contact the current committee to let them know of their nomination/ let the elections overseer know. 
2. Each nominated candidate is allowed to campaign on behalf of themselves leading up to the election.
3. The Candidates can give speeches during the AGM elections. 
4. Voting will take place during the AGM. 
5. The winners will be announced at the end of the AGM after ballots have been counted.


Article 9: Transition of the Committee 
[9.1] During the period from the end of the of April until the second week of May, when the new committee team will assume office, it is the responsibility of the departing committee to orient the newly elected committee Officers to their jobs. This includes teaching the incoming committee about student club and UWTSDSU policies and procedures, transitioning club records and materials (including all passwords to all student club social media accounts, and the club’s bank account), and preparing the new committee to be effective in their roles for the next year's work. 
[9.2] It is the responsibility of the departing President to ensure that all student requirements to UWTSDSU, including submission of a complete Committee Handover Document, have been fulfilled before the incoming Committee start their roles.
[9.3] It is the responsibility of the departing President and Treasurer to bring all accounts up to date to the end of the year, and to prepare any required financial statements of the club. 
[9.4] . It is the responsibility of the incoming Committee to assume custody of all student club records and materials and accountability for all financial activities of UWTSD Outdoor Pursuits Society (as outlined in Article 5) and for all club requirements to UWTSDSU.

Article 10: Meetings

[10.1] The President may call a committee meeting at any time but must give all other members at least 48 hours' notice. There shall be at least one committee meeting per month during the academic year (September to April).
[10.2] The committee will schedule at least two meetings a year for the entire UWTSD Outdoor Pursuits Society membership.
[10.3] Every meeting will be minute-d by the committee members and kept on file for the SU and for future handovers.

Article 11: Equality and Diversity

[11.1] The UWTSD Outdoor Pursuits Society is committed to ensure that the range of events and meetings will be as inclusive and diverse as possible. 
[11.2] We will ensure to have an even balance of events to the ratio of alcohol to non-alcohol events will be as minimum 50-50. 
[11.3] We will ensure that our events are not segregated. 
[11.4] We will commit to having alcohol free socials. We will commit to looking at our venues and ensuring that they are accessible to all.
[11.5] We commit to supporting LGBTQ+ events and training. 
[11.6] We will ensure there are no initiations for our society. 
[11.7] We will also commit to not running any food-based events if our members celebrate Ramadan.


Article 12: Amendments to the constitution
[12.1] Any changes (amendments) to this constitution must be approved by a formal vote of the entire student club membership at a publicized meeting of the club. 
[12.2] The proposed changes must be made available to all members of the club at least a week before the meeting and require the support of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the members present and voting at the meeting.
[12.3] A copy of the amended constitution must be submitted to UWTSDSU within two weeks of the meeting.

