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The following essay will critically examine how barriers in communicating can lead to social exclusion. The focus group of this essay will be the gypsy/traveller community, specifically delving into the education of this community’s children. Discussions regarding the gypsy/travellers will further explore the concepts of ethnocentrism and cultural relativism. This essay will critically explore the diversity of gypsy/traveller language and communication styles looking further at the bridges that are created through different advocacy organisations who facilitate the education of the children in this community. A brief history of this community will be explored in order to understand the religious, cultural, and physical barriers that disable the children from this community to gain education. Policies on truancy will be examined and compared to the reality of the educational needs of this unique community’ children.
In order to discuss the Gypsy/Traveller/Roma community clarification should be given on what is meant by ‘Gypsy/Traveller’. According to UK Parliament this is not an easy or straightforward thing to do as there are many complexities to the definition (Parliament.uk,2004). The first legal definition of a Gypsy was set out in the 1968 Caravan Sites Act (Parliament.uk,2004). A case Mills V Cooper (1967) declare the word ‘Gypsy’ meaning ‘a person of nomadic habit of life whatever their race or origin but does not include members of an organised group of travelling show people or persons engaged in travelling circuses travelling together as such’ (Parliament.uk,2004).
It would appear that this complex statement was merely adopted in 1977 for the needs of planning purposes, who observed ‘that under circular 28/77 which states that being a Gypsy was a “Material consideration” (Parliament.uk,2004). A further definition was then revised as to give the Gypsy status a definition without referring to their way of life (Parliament.uk,2004). In 1994 Lord Justice Neil made a statement finding that the 1968 Act’s definition was deemed as “Unsatisfactory” and so revised such definition as ‘Persons who wander or travel for the purpose of making or seeking their livelihood” (Parliament.uk,2004). Adding “Not persons who move from place to place without any connection between their movements and their means od livelihood” (Parliament.uk,2004). This is the current definition used by the UK Government, with a focus on ‘habitual lifestyle’ rather than ethnicity and includes both ‘born’ Gypsies and Travellers and elective Travellers such as new age Travellers (Parliament.uk,2004). According to McCaffery (2019, pg30) with in the UK there are five main separate communities of Gypsy and Travellers: Irish Travellers and Roma, Welsh Gypsies, English Gypsies and Scottish Gypsies with four having Romani origins.
Caution should be taken when explaining or commenting on other cultures and beliefs. GTR communities have, what can be perceived by an outsider, as complicated cultures. This was highlighted by a Romany teenager’s blog commenting on the Gypsy and Traveller’s portrayal by the seamstress and wedding dress creator, Thelma, from the tv series ‘Thelma’s Gypsy Girls’(Broadcast,2012). Thelma was quoted as claiming that Gypsy and Traveller women are being oppressed and controlled by men, with having no voice, and that Thelma is saving these women from oppressive lives (Broadcast,2012). According to the blogger ‘Thelma’s opinions are shrouded with ethnocentrism’ going on to say that Romany Traveller women made a choice to become homemakers by their own free will (Broadcast,2012). Thelma assuming that the Gypsy and Traveller women did not have a choice to stay home and so being oppressed. The blogger explains that Thelma is in fact only viewing the choice made by these women through her own cultures viewpoint and taking the stance that in her own culture it is seen that women are being oppressed if they are home makers and not encouraged to explore other career avenues (Broadcast, 2012) and so being ethnocentric. In order to explore the communication barriers, the Gypsy/Traveller/Roma (GTR) communities face the concept of Ethnocentrism should be explained.


According to the dictionary of Cultural Anthropology the definition of Ethnocentrism is when comparisons are made by one person’s culture, societal ways and views of others, culture, societal ways and views (Vivanco,2018).  Conclusions are then made that the other persons culture and views are incorrect and even unnatural, when related to their own. A belief that one person’s culture is superior to another person’s culture (Vivanco,2018). Anthropologists refuse this evaluation as being immoral and narrowly judgmental when dismissal of other customs and cultural ways, by labelling then as being ‘ignorant or backward’, when differences cannot be acknowledged (Vivanco,2018).
The GTR communities are seen in an automatic light that they have a detrimental effect on the children’s welfare, care and education, with automatic prejudice made against these communities as they do not have the same ideologies, for example education (Allen,2016). Due to ethnocentrism, the vison through a conventional viewpoint and not a view from the children in these communities (Vivanco,2018), judgments can be deduced and when the state, social services, are involved and concluded that the child/children should be placed in foster care consideration is not made to type of foster care these children are placed in (Allen,2016). The foster care system does not cater for this cultures belief and in fact the foster carers themselves are not from the same background or culture. The ‘norm’ is forced upon these children and they can be made to feel grief for the loss of their families, culture, and their friends from which they have been removed from. All of this done ‘in the best interest of the child’s welfare’(Allen,2016). 
A system of inclusion could be tailor made to the Gypsy/Traveller community but as Allen  (2016) discovered in his research this was not the case. With the automatic label of ‘hard to reach’ or ‘fringe’ groups it was implied that equality within the court system would not be reached (Allen,2016). When a culture or way of life is seen as the main concern with a child welfare case automatic prejudice is made without a true understanding of the care that children from this culture receive (Allen,2016). 
In 1967 The Plowden Report, ‘Children and Primary Schools’, drawing the nation’s attention to the educational needs of the GTR children, bringing to light that a minority group of children have fallen through the gap in education (The Plowden Report,1967). The Plowden report (1967) findings stated, ‘They are probably the most severely deprived children in the country’ (The Plowden Report,1967). Concerns were then raised again in another report,’Gypsies and other travellers in 1967 stating that these children had limited expectations of achieving an education, with the likelihood as being illiterate, noting special steps should be undertaken in order to meet educational needs of these children (Bhopal et al,2020). With recommendations made in 1975 in the intense study that was carried out by The Schools Council ‘Education of Travellers Children’ (1975). With historical knowledge that GTR children seem to have a lack of education, highlighting the significant barriers between the education system and the GTR communities. Many studies resulting in numerous reports, such as ‘Catch 22 Gypsies’ in 1975, ‘Gypsy Education’ in 1979 and ‘The Education of Travellers children’ (1983) created by Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Schools in 1983 (Bhopal et al,2020). Yet it was not until 1998/9 that research was carried out by the Open University ‘Making the difference: Teaching and Learning Strategies in successful multi-ethnic schools’(1989), detailing the complex issues in the Education of GTR children (1998/9). It was only then that recognition was made that GTR children faced being vulnerable due to their lack of experience of a formal educational setting, such as a school, and the social inequalities they faced from the prejudice’s that were created by the media coverage of evictions of some of the GTR unauthorized sites (Blair et al (1999). It could then be noted that these ethnic minority children were stereotyped and not seen as the individuals that they were (Bhopal et al,2020). 


Fisk’s Stereotype Content Model (2018) could be used to explain the pupils, parents and even staff in the school view of these children (Fisk,2018).  Fiske states that a person will choose a view of either seeing a person in a high regard, such as a person of authority such as a professor or policeman. This person would be seen as having high competence, as they have obtained relevant education in order to gain their role as a professional. A GTR child/person is seen as having low competence as they are not as well educated and would be regarded as having low warmth, seen as cold, as they live in a caravan with no fixed abode (Fisk,2018).
The GTR communities have a completely opposite view of education and literacy to the mainstream view. According to McCaffery the research carried out on adult GTR education concluded that GTR’s do not perceive being literate to economical or sociological success (McCaffery,2014). With the research being carried out on the adults of these communities giving a true reflection of the influences the adults have over their communities’ children’s education. The barriers of communication come to light due to the lack of education received by the adults, which result in a loss of power and control over their unique communities as they are at a disadvantage when trying to decipher and communicate with different local authorities (McCaffery,2014). 
Under section 8 of the Education Act 1996 (Legislation.gov.uk,1996) compulsory school age is 5 years old, and attendance is expected from the first term commencing after this birthday. According to the All-Wales Attendance Framework full time hours of school are between 21 and 25 hrs per week (Section 66, pg. 22) and that under section 7 of the Education Act 1996 it is the parent’s responsibility that their child should receive a full time education, which is suitable to their needs, ability and aptitude. Home elective education can also be chosen by the parent (Legislation.gov.uk,1996). As such there is a need for children of all communities to receive a full time education but in the GTR communities the feeling is that the after a child passes the age of 10 years old they should be helping the family by working within the family. Girls are expected to help with housework duties. The parents have the right to keep their children at home but also need to prove that they indeed receiving an education that they deserve.
According to the All-Wales Attendance Framework (Gov.Wales,2018) that parentally condoned absence is hard to identify as the parents are legitimately keeping their child/children home from school. The school’s priority is to effectively engage with family in order to retain a good understanding of the parent’s wishes or reasons. It is key that the Education Welfare Services (EWS) respect and support the parents in their responsibilities (Gov.Wales,2018). This support must be given in an anti-discriminatory way in order to limit the barriers and create an open and honest support system for these children and their families.
According to the Oxford Dictionary the definition of Cultural Relativism is ‘the theory that beliefs, customs, and morality exist in relation to the particular culture from which they originate and are not absolute’ (Oxford Dictionary,2021), which gives the idea of having a broader acceptance of individuals beliefs and culture, being a more inclusive society. The Priory Learning Centre in Pembrokeshire is a good example of how having a cultural relativistic view of different communities and having the understanding that education is for all children, Gypsy and Traveller alike (LW,2020). 
There is another way to encourage a broader view and create appreciation for the differences within the GTR communities. This has been successful with education (LW,2020). With an advocate bridging the gap between the education system and the Gypsy/Traveller/Roma community, The Priory Learning Centre (LW,2020) in Pembrokeshire have been bridge between the formal education system and the Gypsy/Traveller/Roma community (LW,2020). Being Ethnocentric and having the understanding and respect this centre and its staff have for the Gypsy /Traveller/Roma culture has created tailor made courses that are available, encouraging the children and their community to gain education through from primary to secondary schooling (Learning and Work Instiute,2021) .With 80% of the Gypsy/Traveller/Roma children that attended the centre achieving education from primary to secondary schooling this is the evidence that their system works (Learning and Work Instiute,2021). With a more flexible approach to the children’s attendance The Priory Centre has been able to work with this community and by understanding the duties these children have at home the centre were able to achieve such high attendance, highest in their history so far (Learning and Work Instiute,2021). Not only does The Priory Centre help the children of this community but they have also, with the inclusion of Monkton School, been able to create vocational courses to suit the adult’s educational needs, which in turn has helped the community (Learning and Work Instiute,2021)
Gypsy/Travellers/Roma all practice different religions but the two main religions practiced are Christianity and Catholics (Travellermovement.org,2021). The GTR culture also practice a few religious traditions for the Pagan religion for instance when a Gypsy/Traveller/Roma die, if possible, that person will have their caravan set alight and burnt with all of their worldly possessions inside (King,2021).
Religion within relationships is also very important to the GTR communities, for instance women are seen as having high standards of purity and so they hold their vows of no sex before marriage very seriously (King,2021). Reputation is vital to all GTR communities and so women/girls are not allowed to date a man/boy alone. They must have a chaperone with them at all times when they are on a date. The integrity of a young woman is very important (King,2021). Due to this cultural belief, it does create a barrier for a young woman’s education as most schools are mixed sex schools, such as Monkton School (Monkton School). With the aid of the Priory Learning Centre the cultural barriers this creates for the educational needs of these girls and young women are pulled down (Priory Learning Centre,2021). The school have a very cultural relativistic view and strongly believe that these children have an equal right for education as the rest of the population of this school (Monk Primary School,2021). An ethnocentric view is not present in either The Priory Learning Centre nor the Monk Primary School instead they believe in cultural relativism and create opportunities for the GTR community to gain an education. The GTR culture is embarrassed so then ethnocentrism can be abandoned with the inclusion of even adults’ education being available (Priory Learning Centre,2021) and with recognition for their inclusive work with the GTR community the Priory Learning Centre was awarded with the ‘Closing Gap’ Inspire Award in September 2020 and so having national recognition of their inclusive teaching within their diverse community (Hemingray, 2020).
 Inconclusion 
The Gypsy/Traveller communities are very guarded with their lifestyle, beliefs and family relations. They have, over generations, integrated some of their lifestyle choices into the mainstream living moving from tents and caravans to chalets to even brick houses but have never forgotten their heritage (McCaffery,2014). It could be said that they do have ethnocentric traits, but they have and are being acknowledged to be seen as integrating into main stream sociality in order to create better lives for the next generation, but never forgetting where they came from. It could be said that they are indeed ethnocentric in their lifestyle and the lack of want to conform to the societal norm. It can be seen that mainstream society are also wanting to welcome these communities into their own communities and with the help of schools such as Monkton Primary School this is slowly being achieved (Monk Primary School,2021). Cultural relativism can be seen in Pembrokeshire within the amazing school Monkton Primary, which has created the Priory Learning Centre encouraging the Gypsy/Traveller community to see the benefits of education for the future generations of their culture (Priory Learning Centre,2021). With the help of organisations, such as The National Federation of Gypsy Liaison Groups (2012), who have actively helped many Gypsy/Traveller families secured homes, find family members who have been taking into care and secure rights for this community to live (Nationalgypsytravellerfederation.org, 2012). The policy makers have also started to listen to the GTR communities’ voices and in 2014 the European Union supported a therapeutic meeting of both academics and GTR representatives in order to see how going forward how the local authority can help these communities receive the help and support that they need (Greenfields et al, 2014).The understanding from both the Gypsy/Traveller communities and the cultural norm or ‘Gorger ‘and respect for one another’s beliefs, religion and lifestyle choices have created a more inclusive society, even celebrating the differences between cultures, creating a cross cultural relationships in order to better their lives.
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