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Summary

This report is based on the attempts made by the city of Vancouver to become sustainable, and how it relates to the pre – established Paris Agreement and its fundamentals. Included in the report will be information on the Paris Agreement as a whole, and what their set aims, and objectives are. It will also state who is involved in the agreement, and if their attempts to ensure a more sustainable lifestyle for their current communities, and for the communities of the future is working. The report is written as a critical reflection and will take no sides. The report has been conducted using secondary research from necessary books, articles, and websites, which are all listed in the ‘Bibliography’ section at the end of the report. 


Introduction

In an ideal world, sustainability would be at the very top of everyone’s list of priorities. With us as humans becoming more educated on the factors that helps our lives run a little smoother, there’s many individuals out there who are thirsty to discover more on what sustainability really does mean? And how do we apply it to business and our everyday lives. If the task of maintaining a sustainable world to live in would fall on one person, it would be impossible to even think where to start. This is why each town or region throughout the world play their own vital part in the race that is sustainability. Amongst these green cities are San Francisco, Copenhagen, Vienna, Stockholm, Paris, and a city I recently visited, Vancouver, Canada (Forbes, 2020). 

The city of Vancouver is at the heart of Canada’s relaxed but responsible lifestyle. Based in western British Columbia, Vancouver is the home to 2,606.000 citizens (macrotrends, 2021), and is known for its hard working, close knit community. Vancouver is also a hit with tourism from around the world, with the Telegraph Travel Awards voting the city the second best on Earth (Telegraph, 2018). In 2019, Vancouver was voted the third best city in the world Mercer and Telegraph, and sixth place by The Economist (The Telegraph Travel, 2019). 

So, what makes this city so popular amongst its residents and tourists? Vancouver is known as a ‘green city’ and has various strategies in place in order to maintain this status and preserve their popular status. This makes Vancouver instrumental in Canada’s position within the rankings and is considered one of the country’s biggest assets.  This report will examine and analyze the approach taken by the city in order to earn this merit and proudly fly their green flag. 

In addition to this, the Paris agreement will be examined along with its fundamentals. Following the research on these two magnificent cities, this report should with-hold various valued data on how two different regions of the world are contributing to the same battle of fighting to become as sustainable as possible for the people of today, and for future generations. 






Main Body – Green City 

To begin with, Vancouver has become the city with the lowest per capita green - house gas emissions (GHGs) of any major city in North America (Greencitytimes, 2020). The city itself takes great pride in that it runs on over 90% renewable energy! This magnificent percentage is solely down to the city’s hydroelectricity. This effective type of renewable energy is usually seen in the form of a dam, although there are alternative, higher complexity forms available. The hydrokinetic power systems supply renewable energy to 1 billion people globally (GreenCityTimes, 2020). 

The Greenest City Action Plan

One of the city’s great attributes is their approach to the Greenest City Action Plan’s targets. The outcome of these is simple, to create as much opportunity as possible for those living in the city today. In addition to this, they hope to complete these goals without jeopardizing their local economy, while also maintaining their vibrant and inclusive neighborhoods (ThinkSustainbility, 2018).  The strategies consist of ten goals covering three main aspects, these being – Zero Carbon, Zero Waste and Healthy Eco – Systems (GreenestCity, 2020). 



Figure 1.1 - Map of Vancouver’s Cycle Paths. (CityOfVancouver, 2021)
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This picture shows the map of Vancouver’s cycle paths as part of their three goal strategies to reduce their carbon emissions. Bordering on 40% of Vancouver’s emissions are carbon related, leaving the city planners with their work cut out for the near future. Their plan to tackle this problem is to capture the polluted air, and then storing it in natural processes and systems such as forests, kelp beds and soils. This process is known as ‘Natural Carbon Sequestration (NCS) (CityofVancouver, 2021). Although a sustainable idea, this process is proven to take time as it relies on the growth and development of ecosystems. 

Included in their promise is also what the residents and visitors should expect from future changes. These include reforestation, an improvement in forest management or forest protection, an improvement in farming practices, better composting facilities and soil enhancement techniques. 

In addition to this, the city’s ocean/aquatic projects will see coastal freshwater wetland restoration and management. (CityofVancouver, 2021). 
The Paris Agreement

So, what exactly is the Paris Agreement? As described by the United Nations themselves, it’s a legally binding international treaty on climate change (UnitedNations, 2021). The agreement was adopted back in December 2015, and later came into force on the 4th of November 2016. The agreements simple, yet effective goal is to limit global warming to below 2, but preferably 1.5 compared to pre- industrial levels. 

The steps of the Paris agreement include economic and social transformation in order to conquer current challenges, but also to prepare for challenges to come. The agreement refers to a 5-year action plan that started in 2020 with what was known as ‘Nationally determined contributions’, which saw countries reducing greenhouse gas emissions (as previously stated on Vancouver) in order to reach the goals of the Paris agreement. In addition to this, countries are taking resilience as a strategy to adapt to the impacts that may occur in the future. The agreement also sees a framework consisting of three factors that may impact their strategy and jeopardize their agreement. These three factors are – Financial, Technical and Capacity Building. 

Involved in the agreement are a total of 189 countries (UN, 2020). All of these countries share the same aim, to substantially reduce greenhouse gases. As previously mentioned, those involved will work collaboratively in a bid to reduce the global temperature to 2 degrees, and eventually down to 1.5 degrees. The agreement is designed to ensure all the countries involved have a structured framework in order to reach the set targets. All countries are then reviewed on their progress every 5-year period, which will include two review processes. 

COP26

Unlike the COP21, which means the UN climate conference in Paris, the COP26 contains three main components. These components are designed to ensure a successful function of the COP26. The three components to ensure success are: What happens in the year before COP26 in a bid to advance climate ambition. Secondly, the success of the official negotiations is measured, including the high - level segment with Heads of State and Ministers from around the world. Lastly, the progressive coalitions and alliances emerge for action on climate change to implement the Paris agreement successfully (Energy&Climate, 2021).

During 2020, the agreement along with those involved are asked to submit updated pledges (Nationally Determined Contributions, NDCs). This is all in a bid to drastically reduce emissions by 2030. All governments of the countries involved are asked to check in with updates, but whether they successfully do this or not will be a test on the commitment of the countries to the Paris agreement. In February 2021. a synthesis report was produced by the UNFCCC in order to analyze the progress of these countries. The report would highlight any countries that were not pulling their weight in the agreement, and these would then be given a warning by following the necessary procedure. The report would also highlight whether there was enough progress on increasing ambition being made within the NDCs (UNclimatechange, 2021) 



Challenges

The Paris agreement has and will undoubtedly experience various challenges along the way. After all, when there are this, many countries involved, with all their governments having to agree on decisions, it’ inevitable that there will be problems along the way. One of the problems that the agreement is facing is their race against time. Although everyone’s efforts in containing this developing problem, it might be too little, too late. Scientist have warned the leaders of the Paris agreement that without drastic measures and extended efforts to reduce the carbon emissions in the upcoming years, they might be running out of time and the problem will become irreversible (CFR, 2021).

If the goal of 2 degrees Celsius is not reached, scientist say “We’re headed towards disaster if we can’t get our warning in check and that we need to do this very quickly”, as said by (Hill, A, 2021) . Experts believe that the pledges made by the Paris agreement are not ambitious enough and therefor will be short of effective.  According to a tracker by Germany-based nonprofits Climate Analytics and New Climate Institute, by the year 2100, our climate will still see a rise of 2.9 degrees Celsius when following current policies. Even if the governments involved in the agreement followed through on pledges successfully, the climate may still see a rise of 2.6 degrees Celsius. CFR’s Hill added, “The Paris agreement is not enough. Even at the time of negotiation it was recognized as not being enough” (CFR Hill, 2020). 

Figure 1.2 - Diagram showing the current progress of the Paris Agreement
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As stated by the diagram above, the Paris agreement isn’t retrieving the benefits expected from it’s aims. This isn’t necessarily down to the countries involved, as they are likely to be performing effectively. The failure of reaching these targets is caused by the failure of the organizing committee to set out stricter and more ambitious targets. This leaves the incentive for these governments are slower scale than it would’ve been if the targets were set higher, and the results were then more effective by causing higher positive impact to our climate. 

Discussion 

By looking at the first example given of Vancouver, and their ways and means of going about making their amazing city a one that’s sustainable for its citizens and visitors, we also realize that this is just the tip of the iceberg. There are actually 54 cities involved in the Paris agreement (The Guardian, 2020), and involved in the COP26 are 195 signatory countries (ECIU, 2021). These figures are a massive indicator of the efforts given by governments worldwide in an attempt to reverse damages caused by our behavior long before the responsibility became in their hands. This shows maturity and a level of responsibility that leaves communities within their area to be proud of what their leaders are doing in a bid for a better life. 

If we look at what Vancouver are offering as a contribution for sustainability, we realize it’s no drastic measures. The fight of sustainability can only be won over in small but effective steps. By making big leaps and putting too much pressure on the government and their communities, unnecessary pressure may be added and may result in impacts of negative nature. As mentioned, the agreement involves the countries participating to be closely monitored and their progress assessed periodically. This strategy leaves no margin for error, as the agreement is actually a legally binding agreement, which if neglected, may result in the governments involved resulting in legal issues. 


A great example of the simple, yet effective means of sustainable living is Vancouver’s cycle paths. As seen by figure 1.1, Vancouver is made up of many cycle routes created and developed by their government. Not only does this idea contribute to the city’s sustainability program, but it also encourages the city to practice a healthy lifestyle and cycle to destinations when possible. Due to 40% of Vancouver’s overall pollution being made up of emissions from carbon, this new idea promoted by the government is extremely fitting to their needs. 

The challenges faced by the agreement are very vague from the research conducted. These challenges are solely down to the timescale of the whole operation. While looking at the damage caused to our current climate, and the aims and objective of the agreement along with the timeline, it comes to our attention that greater efforts must be made in order to make a difference in necessary time. Although all countries are complying to the standards and passing their performance review every 5 years, the actual goals set to them are said to be too low (see figure 1.2) 



Recommendations 

If the agreement were to overcome the timescale challenge in particular, they would need to ensure that higher goals are set and the agreement to become more ambitious as a whole. The agreement is a well - established one currently involving many participants. The agreement should use this to their advantage and develop ideas together which will impact on their sustainability report. I also find a rewarding system may be helpful, not only for the government but for the partaking of the communities also. It would be an idea to give the agreement a more personal feel and to involve youth groups and social clubs, ideas from primary and secondary school students, and also to work closely with university students to brainstorm ideas and introduce a fresh outlook on their already good framework. 
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