The Marriage:
“They will fit, she thinks,
but only if her backbone
cuts exactly into his rib cage,
and only if his knees
dock exactly under her knees
and all four
agree on a common angle.”
The Marriage is quite an interesting one, through the use of language and imagery that makes us picture the two of the in bed, spooning, it makes the use of this imagery to create what is an image of their relationship, because of this, the language reflects something quite awkward and painful. “Only if her backbone cuts exactly into his ribcage” suggests this painful awkwardness, but also reflects how they aren’t really on the same page, their relationship isn’t really working. This is in relation with the previous line “They will fit, she thinks” showing she has some sort of expectation, though it is followed by the word “but”, suggesting that those expectations haven’t been met. The next few lines also suggest the same though give a different distinction as to the imagery, “and only if his knees dock exactly under her knees” which suggest disagreements, they can’t agree on anything and this leads to the uncomfortable feel of their relationships, this is also reinforced with the next few lines “and all fours agree on a common angle”, in these lines, the fours in these lines are probably their bodies and minds, neither can agree with each other.
“All would be well
If only
They could face each other.”
This suggests they are drifting apart; the use of the word “only” suggests that it is impossible for them to become close with each other, their relationship has declined to that point.
“Even as it is
there are compensations
for having to meet
nose to neck
chest to scapula
groin to rump
when they sleep.”
This suggest the toll of their relationship, saying there are “compensations” suggests that there is a toll for them being together, and not only that but a large toll. This used in the suggestion of spooning suggests that them even being in the same presence of each other takes its toll. There is a toll “for having to meet”.
“They look, at least,
as if they were going
in the same direction.”
In the end, it tells us that this relationship will not end well, even if it seems everything is going well, this is suggested by saying “They look” like they are “going in the same direction” suggesting they are drifting apart.
The Bridge:
“I have come a long way to-day:
On a strange bridge alone,
Remembering friends, old friends,
I rest, without smile or moan,
As they remember me without smile or moan.”
Firstly, lets look at the bridge that this person has perched himself on, what is it supposed to be? The bridge is supposed to be his time, or at least his time line, the long bridge he has walked on during his life, due to this, he talks about his journey on this bridge and describes it as being long on the first line, this is also why he describes himself as being “alone” on this bridge. After this, it starts to go into the main theme of this poem, that being of reflection, “Remembering friends, old friends, I rest, without smile or moan,” The lines here show his reflection, showing us him reflecting his past relationships “without smile or moan”, this suggesting that while he doesn’t really look at these relationships with any type of smile, without some sort of happiness, he also doesn’t reflect and view them as something bad, he doesn’t regret. This suggests that he is contempt with his past relationships though there is this line as well “As they remember me without smile or moan”, in the way this is written, it feels almost as if the person in this person is repeating it to himself, almost as if he is reassuring himself of this fact. In the line it talks about how his relationships feel instead of himself, though it suggests they feel the same way as him.
“All are behind, the kind
And the unkind too, no more
To-night than a dream. The stream
Runs softly yet drowns the Past,
The dark-lit stream has drowned the Future and the Past.”
This is more on their reflection, the first two lines are in suggestion to the many things they had faced in their life, the good and the bad, the kind and the unkind, they are reflected on those moments that are far into the past. This is also talked about in relation of how they view their past and their future, to them the future and past are equally as shrouded as each other, because of this these different conflicts in their life don’t affect them anymore, because of this during this section they never talk about the present at any point, this isn’t until the next section.
“No traveller has rest more blest
Than this moment brief between
Two lives, when the Night’s first lights
And shades hide what has never been,
Things goodlier, lovelier, dearer, than will be or have been.”
This part is him reflecting on what could have been, though before that, the first two lines suggest a certain happiness with the character “No traveller has rest more blest than this moment brief between” in relation to this, the “moment” is supposed to be the present, the time between past and future, in relation to the first line, it sounds like he is perfectly fine with what has come before and after and is fine with the present, this leaves the last three lines. These lines are him talking about what could have been, he is reflecting on his choices and is thinking about what could have been, therefore he talks about “Two lives” and “what has never been”. He is reflecting on what could have been and what has and will be.
Queen-Ann’s Lace:
“Her body is not so white as
anemony petals nor so smooth—nor
so remote a thing. It is a field
of the wild carrot taking
the field by force; the grass
does not raise above it.”
In this poem, the whole poem describes a woman as a plant, using metaphor to get their point, thought this changes sort of in the story. The story describes the woman’s body as a plant, comparing her to a solitary flow, saying things like “Her body is not so white as anemony petals nor so smooth” and instead described her body being like wild carrots, something white but not as white as the previously mentioned flowers. But when we look further into the poem, we see exactly what the body is supposed to be. “It is a field”, This suggests that the wild carrots are supposed to be something either on or inside her body, basing it on the theme of the poem, they are probably supposed to signify fertility, or at least her growing desires.
“Here is no question of whiteness,
white as can be, with a purple mole
at the center of each flower.”
Here is quite interesting, the poem starts to describe the carrots as flowers, almost changing completely the metaphor, but with this they start to blend the metaphor with language that signifies a person body “A purple mole at the center of each flower”, the mole in this is supposed to be in relation to the carrots, and the white flowers are supposed to be in relation to her growing desires, more specifically her growing sexual desires, though this is the most interesting part. The poem makes these desires white flowers, making them white would suggest some sort of purity in relation to the flowers, the poem suggest that even if the woman in this poem feels these desires, she is still pure, in fact these desires in themselves are pure.
“Each flower is a hand’s span
of her whiteness. Wherever
his hand has lain there is
a tiny purple blemish. Each part
is a blossom under his touch
to which the fibres of her being
stem one by one, each to its end,”
The whole poem is a metaphor for the woman’s body. Each different part of the field is that woman’s body and because of that, the way they talk about the flowers mean something in relation to her body, that being the sensation of touch. “Wherever his hand has lain there is a tiny purple blemish”, This is supposed to suggest that these flowers are supposed to be skin, but I feel it could be something different, I feel it is supposed to be an extension of the previous mention of sexual desire, that while his touch leaves a “purple blemish”, it leads to “a blossom under his touch”, like her desire is growing, this is further suggested with the last two lines, suggesting that her desire has grown “to its end”.
“until the whole field is a
white desire, empty, a single stem,
a cluster, flower by flower,
a pious wish to whiteness gone over—
or nothing.”
She has finally reached her full desire, and has finally become, in what this poem regards as fully pure. The whole field becomes “a white desire” which leaves the field “empty,  a single stem, a cluster, flower by flower” suggesting that her desire, while finalised and for the moment emptied, is growing more and more, this is further suggested by the final two lines “a pious wish to whiteness gone over – or nothing.” Suggesting a further wish from the woman.
The Ache of Marriage:
“thigh and tongue, beloved,   
are heavy with it,   
it throbs in the teeth”
This poem is very literal to the title, it is about the pain of marriage, more specifically with the people in this poem, in these first three lines, it talks about the ceremony itself, though it feels like it hints towards their troubled relationship, though in comparison with the first it feels more like the two do have some care for each other, using the word “Beloved” after describing them kissing in the poem. At the end of the section they say “It throbs in the teeth” suggesting that the simple act of kissing is a problem with them, it hurts.
“We look for communion
and are turned away, beloved,   
each and each”
In this section, it suggests that the relationship isn’t equal, “We look for communion” suggests that they look for something to share or something that is equal in their relationship. But in the next two lines it suggests that they don’t have anything. “and are turned away, beloved, each and each”, they have nothing with each other, so they turn away from each other, this is also the other time in this poem that they use the word “beloved”, though in this case it is used quite negatively, suggesting they turn away from each other.
“It is leviathan and we   
in its belly
looking for joy, some joy   
not to be known outside it”
In this section, I feel that the “leviathan” used in this is their relationship, them being “in its belly” suggests that they feel trapped, impossible to escape yet they still look for something in their relationship that can be redeemed “looking for joy, some joy” suggests that, but in the end, there was none to be found, “not to be known outside it” suggests that they found nothing, they are on the outside of joy, meaning they are on the opposite of joy.
“two by two in the ark of   
the ache of it.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am unsure as to the meaning of this, I think it suggests that they are drawn closer by the pain of it all, by the pain of the relationship. “The ark” could suggest an action, them listening to each other according to certain definition of Ark.
