[bookmark: _GoBack]Explain the advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates in the exercise of justice
[bookmark: _Int_549mcaNa]The magistrate is a civil officer who administers the law, especially one who conducts a court that deals with minor offenses and holds preliminary hearings for more serious ones. But in some jurisdictions a magistrate is a judicial officer who hears cases in a lower court and typically deals with more minor or preliminary maters. Magistrates are volunteers who hear cases in courts in their community. The magistrates have a wide workload connected to criminal cases. They deal with all summary cases. They also must deal with triable- either way offences where the defendant chooses to be tried in the Magistrates court. But these two categories account for 94% of all criminal cases.
The magistrates deal with all the preliminary work in these cases. This can include the early administrative hearings, remand hearings (where the case is put back to another later date for some reason) and the bail applications. 
But where the defendant pleads not guilty, the magistrate will hold a trial and decide whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty. But where the defendant has pleaded guilty or is found guilty the magistrate also decides the sentence.
Magistrate also have wide sentencing powers which include making community orders, fining a defendant, ordering a conditional or absolute discharge, and disqualifying a defendant from driving. The lay magistrates also deal with the first hearing of indictable offences but then transfer these to the crown court trail.						 
 The term magistrate is used in a variety of systems of governments and laws to refer to a civilian officer who administers the law. In ancient Rome, a magistrate was one of the highest-ranking government officers, and possessed both judicial and executive powers. In other parts of the world, a magistrate was responsible for administration over a particular geographic area. Today, in some authorities, a magistrate is a judicial officer who hears cases in a lower court, and typically deals with more minor or preliminary matters. In other districts (e.g., England and Wales), magistrates are typically trained volunteers appointed to deal with criminal and civil matters in their local areas. 
In the UK magistrates are trained volunteers selected from local community who deal with a wide range of criminal and civil proceedings they are also known a justice of peace in the adult criminal court the magistrates decide on offences which carry up to twelve months in prison, or unlimited fine. Magistrates sit in groups of three and have equal decision-making powers. They have the power to determine whether someone is innocent or not. The magistrate is trained volunteer members of the local community who make decisions in criminal and family cases in magistrate courts and family court. But they sit in groups of three and have decisions- making powers. They have the power to determine whether someone is innocent or not. The magistrates deal with crimes like minor assaults, motoring offences, theft, handling stolen goods, TV licence evasion they can give many punishments such as fines, unpaid work within the community. 
[bookmark: _Int_UFec6hCl]To be a magistrate they need to show the following characteristics: - good character, commitment and reliability, social awareness, sound judgment, understanding and communication, maturity and sound temperament, the training of the lay magistrate is supervised by the magisterial committee of the judicial college. The committee has drawn up a national syllabus of the topics the lay magistrates should be covered in the training. But however, because of a large numbers of lay magistrate’s actual training are carried out in local areas, and sometimes through the clerk of the court this can sometimes be through weekend courses organised by universities with magistrates from the region attending.
The magistrates typically sit as a bench of three mixed in gender, age, and ethicality where possible to bring a board experience of life to the bench they can sit alone to hear warrant application or to deal with uncontested matters heard under the single justice procedure. 
The effect of court closures on magistrates has been significant. The closure of courts has resulted in an increased travel cost for court users and the severance of magistrate's links with their local communities. The very main knock- on effect of the massive court closure programme has resulted in a move towards centralised administration that diminishes local autonomy and identity. The effect of court closures and the rationalization of magistrate's courts on all court users – defendants, complainants, and witnesses alike- have also in many cases been drastic
Here is a list of the advantages to being a magistrate and the disadvantages of being a magistrate
Advantages of being a Magistrate  
· Local knowledge –Since lay magistrates must live or work near the court. It is intended that they should have knowledge of problems in the area
· Cost – The use of unpaid lay magistrates is cheap. But the cost of replacing them with paid judges has estimated at 100 million a year (there would also be the problem of recruiting sufficient qualified lawyers to be judges)
· Training- The improved training means that lay magistrates are not complete ‘amateurs’. Many decisions require common sense rather than a professional training
· Legal adviser –All magistrates’ clerks have to be qualified. This brings a higher level of legal skills to magistrate’s courts. The availability of a legal adviser gives the magistrate access to any necessary legal advice on points that may arise in any cases.
· Few appeals 
· They are a cross section of society 
· They have local knowledge 
· They are much cheaper than using professional judges
· They are well trained and have a clerk as a legal adviser
· They do their job well as their relatively few appeals from their decisions
The disadvantage of being a Magistrate 
· They are middle aged and middle class 
· Inconsistency in sentencing
· Reliance on the clerk
· Prosecution bias


