Multimodality and AI Text-only transcript
Hello, everyone. In this short video, I will show you an example of how to use AI to support or enhance multimodality. A few months ago, I gave a training session introducing team-based learning (TBL) to colleagues. As usual, I used a PowerPoint with some visual elements, but I have a tendency to over-rely on text. The session was recorded on Teams, which means that I have access to a transcript. This opens up all sorts of possibilities to create materials in different modes.
I will be using Microsoft Copilot at first, and we will take it from there. First of all, we can get a set of summary notes. As you can see here, I gave it the transcript and asked for some notes. It is an easy summary for those who don't have the chance to watch the whole video or just prefer the written word. But Copilot can also present the info in narrative format, not just in notes. It can get more ambitious and creative if you want. How about getting help for a digital story? I asked Copilot to create a script for a digital story. It gave me a script, not a story, but that's okay because I can prompt it again. Here is the story. Now, I am not particularly fond of Doctor Bissa as the happy instructor, so here is Copilot to the rescue.
Digital stories can be very helpful, multimodal means of engagement, but I have neither the time nor the talent to create one from scratch. Copilot can help here to create scenes, overlays, and narrations. For others, this is enough, but prompting for image creation for visuals is difficult for me. So again, I asked Copilot to help with a prompt. Using Firefly will be much easier. In case you were wondering, all UWTSD staff have access to Adobe Express, and Adobe Express has Firefly embedded. This means that we can create digital stories or any type of digital visual materials much more easily.
There is more that Copilot can give me than just that. In this case, I asked for help with adding interactive elements to the digital story, and it gave me a number of different options. The option of an infographic sounded particularly good to me, and of course, Copilot can help. I asked for help, and here is the basis of an infographic. As you can see, I also asked for help with the visual elements of it. It also gave me an idea about colors and suggestions that I can use directly in Adobe Express, including layout suggestions and the type of template that I might want to look at. I used Adobe Express and came up with a very large number of templates that I can then use for an infographic.
Finally, I asked Copilot to create a podcast script. The script is good, but as you can tell by the presentation, it doesn't help me because I want to use another AI tool to create the audio rather than simply record myself. Copilot can help here, and here is an audio script that I can use. Now, creating an audio summary on the subject, I would take Copilot's script to either 11 Labs or Speechelo. Both of these provide some user functionality for free. A couple of weeks ago, I used 11 Labs to create the voiceover for a video that I put together on Adobe Express. In the BA Early Years Practitioner Status placement, students must complete a professional placement. That might sound familiar to you as it is part of a previous unit.
AI tools change and evolve quickly. What I want to show you, just as a last thing, is something that came up back in September 2024. Google launched what is called NotebookLM, a note-taking and research assistant using AI that has different functionality than other AI tools. I took the notes that I asked Copilot to create based on the transcript, uploaded the PDF of the PowerPoint from the original session, and finally, a YouTube video from the University of Texas specifically on team-based learning. NotebookLM used these to create a set of frequently asked questions as well as a briefing note on TBL.
What this tool does that is exceptional is that it can create real-sounding podcasts like you would hear on Spotify. Creating a performative podcast like this from scratch would take a lot of time and effort. Hopefully, you now have a better sense of how AI tools can help you create materials in different modes based on your own lectures. I will leave you with a small note: what took the most effort and indeed the most time to create this particular video was actually writing my own script.

